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Ralph continues his travels 
in Zagreb, Yugoslavia

See page 5

Andrea Talks About Following 
Your Passion - See page 10

Fall is right around the 
corner so check out some of 
these soup recipes presented 

by Cookie on page 5

Learn About The
History of the Parrish Fire 

Department on page 18

See all the Fall Events com-
ing to the Florida Railroad 

Museum on page 16
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by Mimi Sheffer
 Authenticity is essential to Joey 
Kielbasa, owner of JoJo’s Tastes of 
Chicago. 
 At age 16, Joey Kielbasa worked 
at a famous pizzeria in Chicago and 
it inspired a lifelong passion for all 
Chicago-style food.  Now, as owner of 
JoJo’s Tastes of Chicago, it’s important 
that he connects people to the flavors 
and style of Chicago. 
 After 8 years in Bradenton, JoJo’s moved 
to Parrish, opening in October of 2020 at the 
corner of 301-and CR-62. At the Bradenton 
location, Joey offered mostly take-out and 
delivery, so during the Covid-19 pandemic, 
not much about his business has changed, 
other than the location.  

Please see JoJo’s CONTINUED ON PAGE 7

Business Spotlight: JoJo’s Tastes of Chicago
 It’s a family affair for Joey; his 
fiancé Jodi helps him and works in 
the restaurant. Offering Chicago-style 
pizza with a cracker crust, deep dish 
or stuffed, plus lots of other favorites, 
like the “real deal” Italian beef and 
Vienna hot dogs, 
pasta, subs, wings 
and more. 
 Here in Parrish, 
business has been 
good! People keep 
coming back and 
he loves the look 
on people’s faces 
when they try the 
food for the first 

Please see Bridge Run CONTINUED ON PAGE 7

Bridge Run
5th Annual Fort Hamer Bridge Run

A Month Away!

 The 5th annual Fort Hamer Bridge Run 
will take place on Saturday, November 6, 
2021 at 7:45 am. This family-oriented 5k run/
walk over the Fort Hamer Bridge will end 
with an After Party.
 In 2020, the race was held with no Af-
ter Party and under vastly different circum-
stances due to social distancing and the Co-
vid-19 pandemic. In 2021, the environment 
will be totally different – more fun, more 
participants and an After Party that in previ-
ous years has been noted as “one of the best 
runners have experienced.”

by Cookie Jordan

 The 5K runners and walkers will tra-
verse the beautiful 4,544-foot Fort Hamer 
Bridge into the lovely Waterlefe subdi-
vision to their signature circle, and then 
back over the bridge.  The 5K run and 
walk finishes at the Fort Hamer County 
Park. Finishers will be awarded com-
memorative medals at the finish line.
 After the race, participants will be 
given access to a sensational After Party 
which will feature food samplings from 
area restaurants as well as adult bever-
ages with proper ID.
 Vendor Booths are available to local 
businesses for a fee of $300. Please 
contact info@manateeyouthrowing.com 
for more information.
 The cost of this race is $35 on October 
1st, and $40 on race week.
 The proceeds from the event benefit 
Manatee County Youth Rowing, Parrish 
Community High School Athletic Booster 

December 11th
4:00 PM - 8:00 PM 
Parrish Hometown 
Christmas and Tree 

Lighting
 The Parrish Civic Association will 
once The Parrish Civic Association 
will once again be presenting the An-
nual Parrish Hometown Christmas on 
the lawn in front of SouthState Bank 
at 12215 US 301 North. This is a Fun, 
Free, Family event. There will be San-
ta, Snow Slide, Entertainment along 
with Food Trucks and The Christmas 
Tree decorating contest. 
 The PCA is looking for sponsors to 
help fund the event, performers for our 
stage, and volunteers to help out with 
this popular event. If you are interested 
in participating at any of those levels, 
please contact Jennifer Hamey at jen-
niferhamey@gmail.com or Gretchen 
Fowler at gmfowler68@yahoo.com
 SPONSORS and VOLUNTEERS: 
Contact Gretchen Fowler, President 
Email: gmfowler58@gmail.com or 
Jennifer Hamey, Treasurer @ jennifer-
hamey@gmail.com.
 CHRISTMAS TREE DECORAT-
ING CONTEST: The contact Person is 
Shaun Ausborn @pba@pbafla.org.
 CHRISTMAS HAY BALE 
DECORATING CONTEST: Contact 
Priscilla Whisenant Trace @priscilltrace@
gmail.com

Please see Christmas CONTINUED ON PAGE 7

In this issue of the
Parrish Village News
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 The Parrish Civic Association has a commitment 
to the community of Parrish. We are an all volunteer 
organization dedicating our time and energy to the 
betterment of Parrish and the surrounding area. 
Recently we have heard some say the Parrish Civic 
Association is “just a small group of people that don’t 
represent the residents”. The PCA is a small group 
who live, work and play in Parrish. We OWN homes, 
businesses and land in Parrish, we have children or 
grandchildren who attend school, play sports, and 
are members of organizations. We have parents, adult 
children and other family who live in Parrish. We 
represent ALL the citizens of Parrish, are vested in the 
community, and have spent countless hours getting 
information, providing information and seeking 
input from you, the community. We have frequented 
town hall and community meetings, share on social 
media, offer live streams, have open, transparent board 
meetings, and provide numerous surveys. You can 
frequently find us out and about in the community. We 
attend BOCC meetings and school board meetings, 
speak regularly with our commissioners, and provide a 
free community paper, the Parrish Village News. 
 We recently started the Parrish Business Association 
to address the unique needs of Parrish based 
businesses, the Parrish Historical Society to find 
ways to share and preserve our history, and we offer 
free community events to encourage the hometown 
community feel. 
 Recently we hired an engineering firm and a 
planner to help us plan a quaint walkable “downtown” 
area for Parrish. On August 31st, after months of 
work, we presented the BOCC with recommendations, 
and asked for help in funding the projects.

-  Remove the North Central Overlay which has not 
served its purpose and has actually done the opposite 
of what it was intended to do. Not one building in 
Parrish has followed that overlay since its inception; 
ALL have received some sort of exception.

-  Expand the Parrish Village Overlay to include the 
Neighborhood Action Plan adopted by the BOCC. 

-  Allow for changes in Village zoning specific to 
Parrish and what the community has asked for, with 
an emphasis on helping home based businesses. 
Home based businesses are the majority of 
businesses in Parrish. 

-  Allow for residents to change their zoning 
designation to Village or if selling, allow new owners 
to zone for Village.

-  Change the Res 6 and UF designation in the future 
land use codes to something to be more consistent. 
There should be one designation for the defined 
boundary and it should be more compatible with the 
Neighborhood Action Plan.

-  Help us, the Parrish community, with funding for 
infrastructure ie sewer, roads, sidewalks. Don’t leave 
Parrish behind again.

As always, we want your input on what you want to see 
for Parrish. We take that information to the BOCC and 
administration to represent YOU, the residents of Parrish. 
One way for us to be seen as representatives of Parrish, 
is for you or your business to become members of the 
Parrish Civic Association. Contact us anytime to share 
your thoughts and visions. You are welcome to attend 
any of our board meetings, the 3rd Tuesday of every 
month except July. See page 55 for more membership 
information, or send in the form below to join. 
 Starting next month, we will be including a section 
here called County Corner where will provide specific 
information on rulings made by the BOCC that 
impact our area and upcoming hearings that may also 
impact our area. As an example, the NCO is on the 
October 12th, agenda for the BOCC.

#PCAOneVoice
To join the PCA fill out the form below.

Parrish Civic Association

I wish to join the Parrish Civic Association. Here are my dues.
Mail to Parrish Civic Association: P. O. Box 257, Parrish. FL 34219. (Please print.)

Name _____________________________________________________________________________
Address ___________________________________________________________________________
City______________________________________________ State______ Zip ___________________
Phone No. _____________________________ Email Address _______________________________

(Information is for PCA use only. We do not give out or sell to outside parties.) 

Please check one:  o New Member o Renewal
 o $50.00 PCA Resident Supporter o $100.00 PCA Business Supporter

  Amount Enclosed $ _______________________________
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Get your FREE market analysis and 
selling consultation from the local      
realtor that lives, works and specializes 
in the Parrish community.

20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
TOP PERFORMING PARRISH REALTOR
PROFESSIONAL STAGING
COMPLETE LIST OF VENDORS
HONESTY, HARD WORKING & INTEGRITY
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Coon Dog Leadership

 I used to hunt with my buddy Stan 
Roberts on his farm in Southern Illi-
nois. Stan had a Black and Tan coon 
dog named Petey that would accom-
pany us on our outings. When we 
would walk down the road that ole 
dog was out front sniffing and lead-
ing the way. When we turned off 
the path and headed across the field, 
Petey would adjust to our change in 
direction and hurry out front. He was 
always out front leading the way -- 

whatever way we were going.
 Today we face a dearth of lead-
ership among our public officials, 
many of whom are so intent on ac-
quiring and maintaining power that 
they are continually looking back 
to see which way their constituents 
are going so they can get out front 
to lead them. Niccolò Machiavelli 
advised his prince on such political 
acumen almost five centuries ago.

A prince, especially a new one, 
cannot observe all those things 
for which men are esteemed, 
being often forced, in order to 
maintain the state, to act con-
trary to fidelity, friendship, hu-
manity, and religion. Therefore 
it is necessary for him to have a 
mind ready to turn itself accord-
ingly as the winds and variations 
of fortune force it. - Machiavelli

 This reactionary style encour-
ages politicians to change positions 

by G.L. Donhardt, PhD

whenever it is to their advantage.  
Like Stan’s ole coon dog, these 
“leaders” continually adjust their di-
rection as the situation dictates. Al-
ways adaptable to changing circum-
stances, they are ready to shift their 
stance without appearing shifty. 
 If it is necessary to act contrary to 
the core values of society, they do so 
without the burden of conscience.  
For those who are willing to do 
anything to obtain and hold power, 
questions of ethics and morality are 
never allowed to interfere with their 
actions. And if innocent people get 

hurt, that is brushed off as collateral 
damage and there is no culpability 
on their part.
 Coon-dog leadership is the es-
sence of political expediency. To get 
out front, the astute politician has to 
keep looking over his shoulder to 
see in what direction he should be 
leading.
 Winston Churchill posed the 
question most eloquently. “Is the 
march of events ordered and guided 
by eminent men; or do our leaders 
merely fall into their places at the 
heads of the moving columns?”
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Ralph Bellrose

Yugoslavia
(Zagreb)

Please see Zagreb CONTINUED ON PAGE 29

 We left Ljubljana at 9 A.M. for the eighty-five-mile bus ride to Zagreb, 
the capital of Croatia. Croatia joined the European Union in 2013, convert-
ing their currency to the Euro. Their previous currency was the “Kuna”, 
the Croatian word for marten, a small squirrel-like, forest- dwelling animal.  
Marten pelts were highly valued and used as units of trade in medieval times. 
The one Kuna coin was the size of a quarter and worth about fourteen cents.  
On the front was the depiction of a marten, along with the Croatian coat of 
arms, a stylized olive branch, and a stylized shaft of wheat. On the back was 
the mintage year and a nightingale. Coins, like stamps, can be full of infor-
mation. A lot of rich history has been lost with the conversion to the Euro.
 Zagreb was founded by the Romans in the first century A.D. Today, this 
modern city is the transportation, industrial, financial, educational, and ad-
ministrative center of Croatia. It is also the only metropolitan area in Croatia 
with a population over one million. Fortunately, Zagreb was spared any ma-
jor damage during the war with the Serbs in the early 1990’s.
 We arrived about noon, checked into our hotel, and took a walk to have 
lunch and explore the city. Zagreb was very busy, almost hectic, with trams and 
buses running everywhere and lots of people out and about taking advantage 
of a break in the winter weather. Many of Zagreb’s residents live in very small 
apartments; so, they entertain and meet friends in the numerous bars, cafes, and 
restaurants around the city. The pedestrian-only public squares are also very 
popular places to congregate, share gossip, and talk politics. We headed for Jel-
acic Square, the city center, dedicated to Josip Jelacic, a military hero and early 
champion of Croatian independence. The square contains a large bronze statue 
of Josip, seated on a horse. We found a place to eat (pizza of course) and then 
wandered thru an open-air market looking for souvenirs. There is plenty to see 
and do in Zagreb; but, we were short on time and would be leaving tomorrow 
to meet our ship in the coastal town of Zadar. 
 The next morning, we left for Zadar and met the “Bora”. The “Bora” is 
a cold, gusty, winter wind from the Northeast that periodically wreaks havoc 

Zagreb, Yugoslavia
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Parrish Community Calendar
Every Month - Monthly Event Parrish Small Business Market at 83rd Street  
Station, 3rd Saturday of the month- See below

October 16 - Gamble Creek Estates and Preserve Semi-annual Community GA-
RAGE SALE event - From 8:00 am to 2:00 pm. Food Trucks will be on site! The 
Estates entrance is off of Golf Course Road and the Preserve entrance is off of 
Spencer Parrish Road. 

October 19 - 6:30 PM - Parrish Civic Association board meeting - See pcafla.
org for location

October 23 - 8:00 AM - Manatee County Farm Bureau 13th Annual Cracker 
Shoot at Sarasota Gun Club/Knights Trail, 3445 Rustic Road, Nokomis

October 23 - 12:00 PM - 6:00 PM - Pumkin Patch event at Peace Presbyterian 
Church (See right for additional information.)

October 30 - 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM - Foxbrook Car Club Blood Drive and Fund 
Raiser for Suncoast Blood Bank. 100 % of all the proceeds will go directly to 
Suncoast Blood Bank. Bloodmobile will be on site along with classic cars. “Old 
Red” the fire truck will be playing music and acting as MC of the show. There 
will be a 50/50 raffle and a “Trunk or Treat” with candy for the kids and vendors 
with food, drink, and other goodies. (See right for additional information.)

November 6 - 7:45 Fifth Annual Fort Hamer Bridge Run, Parrish

November 6 - 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM - Foxbrook Craft Market, benefiting the Hu-
mane Society at Lakewood Ranch

Every Saturday & Sunday - Gamble Creek Farm Stand - 10 am - 2pm, 14950 
Golf Course Road, Parrish

Third Thursday of Every Month - Parrish Professionals meets at Beef 
O’Brady’s at 6:30 pm. See page 46 for more info on Parrish Professionals.

Rocky Bluff Library Events - Check Page 11 for specific dates for special events

Dear Parrish - Help us fill our Community Calendar! 
If you have an event coming up, please submit it to PVN@PCAFLA.org.   Due 
to the publishing schedule, events must be submitted by the 20th of each month 
for the following month. 

SPACE AVAILABLE

2000’ office/Retail 
Finished Lease Space 

Available

If Interested, Contact

Alan Jones
941-915-881712355 US Highway 301 North



JoJo’s CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Bridge Run CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

time and recognize the Chicago taste. In fact, Joey hopes to expand to a 
location with more space for seating and a larger parking lot in the future. 
His biggest challenge so far is hiring and keeping staff. 
 Said Christi Capo, “ I can speak from experience that this place has 
great Pizza and menu. Although it has Chicago in the name -the crust can 
be thin cracker crust CHICAGO style or hand tossed crust NEW YORK 
style. Wings are crisp but tender inside. The Antipasto salad can be shared 
by two for a lovely romantic date night.”
 If you’re craving Chicago-style anything, JoJo’s Tastes of Chicago is the 
place to go! 
 Visit the website at: www. jojostastesofchicago.com or call 941-758-3200. 
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Club and The Parrish Foundation. 
These three community organizations 
have a mission to bring together our 
community, support local businesses, 
provide opportunities for the youth 
in the community and help local 
charitable organizations serving the 
Parrish area.  
 Runners and spectators should 
park at the Parrish Community High 
School and there will be shuttle bus-
es to and from that location to the 
Bridge Run at Fort Hamer Park. There will be no parking at Fort Hamer Park and 
Fort Hamer Road will be closed from Mulholland Road to the Manatee River and 
across the Fort Hamer Bridge. If spectators want to participate in the After Party, 
there will be a $10 per person fee. 

 The Fort Hamer Bridge represents a 
bridge to the heart of our community, and the 
benefitting organizations are proud to connect 
local runners to the businesses and charitable 
organizations that make up and support our 
community. The event is produced and man-
aged by Fit2Time, the race management divi-
sion of local running store, Fit2Run.
     

If you would like to register for this 
event, visit www.fit2run.com/races. 
This is one of the premier runs in the 
area and you won’t want to miss it! 
Sign up today – the sooner you do, 
the less money you spend!

Christmas CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Mon. - Fri.  10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Sat.  10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

PJ’s
SANDWICH SHOP

12342 U.S. Hwy. 301
Parrish, FL 34219

941-776-2307

For questions about advertising in the Parrish Village News,
send us an email at PVN@PCAFLA.org

ARCHITECTURAL MARBLE
IMPORTERS

Stone Countertops & Flooring
Supply   w Fabricate   w Install

James Newby

2560 12th Street   w Sarasota, FL 34237
(941) 365-3552     Cell (941) 737-9244    Fax (941) 955-6644

email: jnewbyco@aol.com
www.architecturalmarble.com

Bill Szipocs, Owner     We Power Wash It All!

Curb Appeal Power Washing Service
Free Estimates, Fully Insured

Located in Parrish, Florida
Call 941-479-4661 or

cell 201-247-5864

Everts Insurance 
Group

Medicare Advantage Plans
Medicare Supplements

Part D Drug Plans
(941) 981-3680

Fred Everts, CLU, ChFC
Licensed Independent Insurance Agent

fred@evertsinsurancegroup.com

Are you a Medicare beneficiary?

Beth BranchBeth Branch

(941) 730-8243

Is healthcare confusing, expensive and impersonal?
Let me help you find a plan that fits your unique needs!

Insurance ConsultingInsurance Consulting

Donna’s Pet Sitting
And 

Dog Walking

Now taking dogs only in my home for boarding.
I no longer do pet sitting in Parrish area. 

I live in Riverview (distance 25-30 min. approx.)
I have a nice fenced yard for your dog(s) to run in and 

leash walking is also available
Former S.E. Guide Dog and Humane Society volunteer
Please call Donna at 941-447-9722

Summer is gone and Autumn has arrived! 
It’s time to refresh your makeup and skin 
care. 10% off any color cosmetic or skin 

care product. Also, 20% off any clearance/ 
discontinued item. Call for details!

(941) 209-2939
jmotwani@marykay.com     www.marykay.com/jmotwani

941-209-2939

Jana Motwani
Independent Beauty Consultant

w

®

ED’S RAIN MAKER
IRRIGATION

IRRIGATION
REPAIR

MAINTENANCE

(941) 725-8100
edsrainmakerirrigation@gmail.com
Insured

Clean-Out
Maintenance

Quality Work

Design
Installation

Free Estimates

Dave Psimer (941) 720-0239

DHL@DustinHayLaw.com DustinHayLaw.com
Monika Roman, Paralegal
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4.5%
SOLD IN 1 DAY!

Never Pay 6% Again!

Our Unique Selling Process Creates the 
Highest Demand For Your Home in Just 1 Day

Total Commission

• Never leave your home for showings
• Get Multiple cash offers in 1 day
• Flexible Closing Times
• We handle EVERYTHING

 Joel Whidden Sr., “Papa Joe”, went home to 
be with the Lord on August 28th 2021. He was 
born in Parrish on December 11th, 1940 in his 
parents Parrish home, not in the hospital. He 
was a fifth generation Floridian. When he passed 
away he was in his home just a few blocks from 
where he was born.
 Joel attended Parrish Elementary School 
from the first through the sixth grade. The school 
had three teachers, each teaching two classes. 
Following that, he attended Palmetto Junior High 
and then Manatee County High School. 

 Joel’s family owned Whidden’s Grocery Store where the Parrish Gro-
cery Store is now located. He worked for his father in the meat department 
from the time he was 16 until the business was sold in 1977. He then went 
to work for Lykes Brothers Meat Packing Plant in Plant City, Florida, as 
a key representative for Kash & Karry Super Markets from 1978 to 1993. 
After retirement from Lykes, Joel went to  work for the Manatee County 
Sheriff’s Department in 1995 in the meat processing area at Port Manatee, 
teaching the inmates how to cut meat, until his retirement in June 2002. He 
was also a land developer, past commissioner of the Parrish Fire District, 
and former board member of the Parrish Cemetery Association.
 Many residents of Parrish have fond memories of Joel and all the things he 
did for the community. He is described as being “generous of spirit.” He was 
always a valued source for information on the history of Parrish. When doing 
interviews for the Parrish Playworks production of Red Rooster Tales, Claudia 
Hartung recalls interviewing Joel, “He said how fun it was to be a kid in Par-
rish then. He always felt the freedom and the safety of a small town. You never 
had to worry about locking your doors because you always had neighbors you 

could depend on. You had to be respectful or it would get 
reported back to your parents.” And speaking of Parrish 
Playworks, Joel loved woodworking and making things 
in his shop. He made a lot of the props and scenery used 
in that production of Red Rooster Tales.
 Joel’s favorite hobby was hunting and he loved to 
work in his yard. Parrish residents could always see him 
out working on his garden.
 In 2021, Joel was granted the honor of Grande Mar-
shal for the Parrish Heritage Day Parade. 

 He was proceeded in death by parents, Finis E Whidden and Lila Tison 
Whidden and brother, FE “Jr” Whidden. He 
was a 5th generation Floridian and loved “old 
Florida”. In 1960 he married Bonny Limberg 
of Palmetto, Florida and they were married 61 
precious years. 
 He leaves behind his wife, Bonny; sons; 
Joel Jr., /Cheryl, Lyle/ Kristen, Scott/Chris-
tine; granddaughters; Rachel Xavier/Jonathan, 
Suzannah Pontious/Blair, Victoria Whidden, 
Mary-Lila Whidden/Eddie Mercurio (fiancee) 
and Lila R Whidden. Grandsons; Jared Whid-
den/Karissa, Grant Whidden/Amanda, Jordan 
Whidden and Danny Whidden, and 6 great 
grandchildern. Other survivors: sisters; Doro-
thy Milis, Betty Carmichael; brother, Corky 
Whidden/Caroline, along with many family 
and friends. A Celebration of Joel’s Life will 
be held at a later date. 

Joel Whidden, Sr.
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Andrea F. Harkins
Author, Motivator & Martial Artist

Read more by Andrea at:
www.themartialartswoman.com 

 I never understood “passion” un-
til I wrote my first martial art maga-
zine article. When I wrote that ar-
ticle, two passions collided, writing 
and martial arts. I realized then that 
I had passion all along that I never 
embraced. It never made sense and 
never clicked until that moment.
 Honestly, being published was an 
opportunity of a lifetime. Even great-
er, the magazine editor told me that I 
was a talented writer. These were the 
first positive words about my martial 
art writing that I ever heard. They 
were especially encouraging since  
this editor was a stickler for the way 
he wanted articles written, what to 
include, and how to organize words.
 My passion was ignited. I never 
even considered combining my love 
for martial arts and writing until I 
read an advertisement in the martial 
art industry magazine that sought 
“martial arts writers.” I rounded up 
some courage to give myself a chance 
and it worked. I found out that I had 
talent and that drove my passion for 
martial arts, positivity, and writing 
even further. In just a short while, my 
passions moved from the shadows to 
the forefront of my life.
 This all brings me back to you.  
Are you still waiting on the sidelines 
to discover your passion? It is not go-
ing to fall from the sky (Yeah, I’d like 
that, too!). Instead, you need to take a 
few chances and a few risks outside 
your comfort zone, just as I did with 
the magazine article. From there, you 
find new and amazing adventures, or 
at least a direction you know that you 
should OR should not follow.
 There is no need to wait for some-

one to validate your talents, as I did.  
I could have engaged writing oppor-
tunities much sooner. I wasted a lot 
of valuable time not giving myself 
credit for what I felt compelled to 
do. I pushed a creative outlet aside 
over and over thinking I was not 
good enough. That is always the bar-
rier, isn’t it? You compare yourself 
to others. You think you cannot do it. 
You wonder if you are good enough.
 What I discovered and what is 
very important for you to know is 
that passion has no criteria. There 
is no checklist  that identifies why, 
how or if you should be passionate 
about something. Every person has 
undiscovered passion, purpose, and 
talents. You learn so much about 
yourself when you finally unearth 
them. This allows you to find per-
sonal fulfillment.
 Martial arts are another example 
of how I waited to be encouraged 
or invited before trying something 
new. It took the prompting of anoth-
er person to persuade me to enter the 
dojo. If it had been up to me, I would 
be too worried about not being ac-
cepted by the other students or too 
fearful of making a mistake. I would 
have never tried.
 What I learned shocked me.
 I learned that martial arts were 
perfect for the “mistakers” (I made 
up this word – “those who make mis-
takes”) like me. It felt like the doors 
swung wide open when I approached 
the dojo. I had every insecurity and 
fear about learning a martial art that 
there is. I was a white belt, a lost 
soul, a non-believer in myself, but 
there I was. Then another discov-

ery happened. I 
noticed that there 
are students with 
flaws, bad hab-
its, difficult lives, 
negativity and 
lack of self-con-
fidence just like 
me. The discovery 
shocked me be-
cause I thought I 
was the only one.
 L o o k i n g 
back, I recognize 
that this is the best 
starting point for 
any martial artist. 
I melted into the 
rows of students 
who were already 

by Andrea F. Harkins 

familiar with the protocols, stretches 
and momentum of the class. We all 
looked the same as we stood in at-
tention stance in our crisp uniforms, 
except for the belt colors that distin-
guished the beginners from the ex-
perienced. At that moment we were 
separated by experience but con-
nected in almost every other way.
 We all had fears. We all had 
dreams. We all had sadness. We all 
had frustrations.  We all had joy. We 
all had hope. Each and every emo-
tion filled the dojo. I fit in. Whether 
joyous or discouraged, I had a place.
 For many, passion sits layers 
deep, pushed aside because of life, 
responsibilities, and commitments.  
My writing sat dormant for a long 
time. Surprisingly, my passion for 
martial arts brought my writing 
alive. That is how it works. One 
passion builds upon another, from a 
base layer to more layers. Goals and 
dreams build upon passion if you al-
low yourself some time to discover 
your gifts.
 Passion does not require perfec-
tion. It does not need to be docu-
mented or explained. It is yours and 

yours alone. You must, however, 
take the first step. Start by looking 
within to seek the person you’ve 
always wanted to be. What do you 
see? Are you living through worry 
and fear or do you allow passion and 
purpose to emerge?
 My advice is simple. There is not 
much to it. Slow down for a mo-
ment. Take a look inside. Then, pick 
your passion and build upon it.
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Toni Salvatore Named New Children’s Librarian

 Toni Salvatore is the new Children’s Librarian at the Rocky Bluff Li-
brary in Ellenton. Toni previously worked as a Youth Librarian in Sarasota 
County for about six years where she was instrumental in the development 
of their makerspace services.
 Children’s Librarians are so important. As said by Louise Penny in The 
Madness of Crowds, “He (Jean-Guy Beauvoir) hadn’t much seen the use 
of libraries, though he’d never have said that to Annie or her parents, who 
saw les bibliotheques as sacred places. He hadn’t grown up going to one, 

and now, with the internet and easy ac-
cess to information, he couldn’t imagine 
why libraries still existed.  That is, until 
he’d gone with Annie and Honore to a 
children’s hour at their local library. He’d 
seen the wonder in his son’s eyes as the 
librarian read to them.” 
 Toni has a strong passion for STEAM 
programming and working with children 
and teens. She earned her Master’s De-
gree in Library and Information Science 
at Rutgers University in New Jersey.  She 
lives in North Port with her family and 

their two dogs, Bruce Wayne and Keanu Reeves. She enjoys reading, play-
ing video games, and riding her bike.
 Welcome to Rocky Bluff Library, Toni, and here’s to many exciting 
children’s programs!

Weekly Programs for October 2021
Tuesdays, 10:00 – 10:30 am: Baby Rhyme and Sign Time - Practice baby 
sign language, sing nursery rhymes and read together. Limited to 10 fami-
lies.  Parent/Guardian, please register once for your family.
Tuesdays 10:30 – 11:00 am: Preschool Storytime - Read stories, sing and 
dance, play games, make crafts, and more! Limited to 10 families. Parent/
Guardian, please register once for your family.
Tuesdays 11:30 am – 1:30 pm: Mah Jongg at the Library - If you want 
to play Mah Jongg, the library is a place you can go for that! Take the time 
to mark Tuesday on your calendar and come out and meet new people and 
play Mah Jongg.
Wednesdays, Creative Aging Series - 10/06/2021, 1:00 – 3:00 pm: The 
Basics of Drawing - This class helps to build a foundation for students, so 
they understand composition, perspective, and shading.
Wednesdays, Creative Aging Series - 10/13/2021, 1:00 – 3:00 pm: Drawing 
Landscapes - The class works with the student to develop a landscape drawing 
in one sitting, helping them understand composition, perspective and shading.
Wednesdays, Creative Aging Series - 10/21/2021, 1:00 – 3:00 pm: Color 
Magic - Watercolor - This class helps the student understand color mixing, 
hues and values. A small project should be completed by the end of the 
session.

Please join the Friends 
of Rocky Bluff Library.
There will be lots of 

programs, projects and 
the annual Book Sale 

coming up in November 
2021. We will need 

your help (and... book 
donations)!

Wednesdays, Creative Aging Series - 10/27/2021, 1:00 – 3:00 pm: Wa-
tercolor Student Project - The first part of the class is discussing watercolor 
techniques. The student should bring in an 8x10 photo of that they would 
like to paint.
Wednesdays, Creative Aging Series - 11/03/2021, 1:00 – 3:00 pm: Wa-
tercolor Still Life - The student will work on their project with each student 
receiving individual help.
Wednesdays, Creative Aging Series - 11/10/2021, 1:00 – 3:00 pm: Wa-
tercolor in Nature - The student will complete the project and we will have 
a “show and tell.”
Fridays, 12:30 – 1:30 pm: 40 Carrots Partners in Play - Drop in to enjoy a 
special uninterrupted playtime with your child in our FREE Partners in Play® 
(PIP) groups. Meet our friendly Parenting Educators and discover how play 
and learning go hand-in-hand. First come, first serve. Limit of 12 families.

Monthly Programs for October 2021
Tuesday October 5, 4:00 pm: Tech Tuesday:  DroidsTech Tuesday - 
STEAM Based Program.  Ages 10+.  Limited to 6 families.  Parent/Guard-
ian, please register once for your family.  Explore a new piece of technology 

each month.  This month, 
these are the Droids 
you’re looking for. Build 
and control several types 
of droids using various 
coding methods.
Saturday, October 9, 
10:00 – 11:00 am: Cro-
chet Group - Come cro-
chet or knit! Beginners 

to experts are welcome. Bring your own needles/hooks and yarn. Limited 
needles/hooks are available!
Saturday, October 30: Saturday Morning Story: Bats! Debunk the mys-
teries of these flying mammals! Listen to the tale of Stellaluna. Create and 
take home a fuzzy pompom bat. Limited to 10 families.  Parent/Guardian, 
please register once for your family.
Saturday, October 30, 1:00 pm: Builders Club - Design and create amaz-
ing structures with Legos and other similar building kits. Compete the 
monthly challenge (either during club or at home) and be entered to win 
some cool building accessories. This month’s theme is spooky mansions. 
Build and give your mansion a story. Just drop in. For ages 6-16.

One-time class for October 2021
Friday, October 15, 10:00 - 11:00 am:  
Therapeutic Pottery Class for Adults: 
Pumpkins - Learn to create pottery with 
clay in this instructor led, step by step 
class. All materials are included. This 
class will take place outdoors.  Class 
limited to 12.

Join the Friends of Rocky Bluff Library
Name: 
Address:  
City: 
State: Zip: Date:
Telephone:
Email: 

Types of memberships

Individual - $10.00
Family - $15.00

Sustaining - $25.00
Patron - $50.00

Bronze Leaf - $100.00
Other Amount: ________

Are you a new member or a renewal?
 New Renewal

Please make check payable to Friends of Rocky Bluff Library.
Drop your completed form with your check into the Friends’ box at the library.

Dues and contributions may be tax-deductible.
Drop in the box at the library or mail to:

 Friends of Rocky Bluff Library, P. O. Box 133, Ellenton, FL  34222.

q q
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Memorial Coins

Corner of 301 and Old Tampa/Erie Roads
PARRISH/ELLENTON

941-723-1111
VOTED BEST!

www.FerrarosItalianGrille.com

8348 US 301 N. We Deliver!

Purchase of $30 or more!

$5.00 OFF

We’re open for take out and indoor/outdoor dining!!!!
We’re here to serve you - our loyal Parrish customers.

Ferraro’s Italian Grille
With this coupon.

Not valid with offers or
prior purchases.

Offer expires 10/31/2021

HAPPY HALLOWEEN!!
Come on down! We’re 

open for Pizza Parties!!

Hours : Mon-Thurs 11 am - 9 pm
Fri & Sat 11 am - 10 pm

Sun 12 pm - 9 pm

It’s been a while, but these brothers Josh and James crushed the
“LoGrande Pizza Challenge” with just seconds to spare!!! Great 
job guys!!!

LOCATED AT 7915 US 301 N SUITE 201, ELLENTON, FL  34222

Ashorerealtyllc@outlook.com

ROSEMARIE LUNARDELLI, BROKER/OWNER
732-489-3676

NOW OFFERING NOTARY SERVICES
AVAILABLE TO HELP WITH ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS.

Visit our website at: Ashorerealtyllc.com

Rosemarie LunardelliRosemarie Lunardelli
Licensed Real EstateLicensed Real Estate

Broker/OwnerBroker/Owner

Small plumbing repairs. Replace, toilets, faucets, 
water filters, water softeners and repair leaks 

Reliable and Insured
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Are you ready for some soccer? Your Parrish Community High School Varsity & JV soccer re-
turns to play in October. Both the boys & girls programs will be playing a class 4A division 11 
schedule against some familiar and new opponents. See the schedule to the left. Tickets can be 
purchased through the GoFan app.  

The teams will also be holding the following fundraisers throughout the year: Snap Raise- Begin-
ning October 25; Winter Camp during winter break (Dates to be announced); and a “Run with 
the Bulls” in the Spring. Please visit our Booster Web Page for upcoming events & how you can 
support the program. https://www.pchsbooster.com/ or join our Facebook Pages for updates and 
announcements at: Parrish Community High School Girls Soccer

Ellenton Urgent Care reached out to our community to help collect goods for the Louisiana disaster from Hurricane Ida. PCHS Officer Townsley and the 
Key Club collected and delivered goods from our students and staff to be donated to the Lousiana disaster. Ellenton Urgent Care joined with PCHS Teach-
er and HOSA Advisor Amanda Culton, along with members of HOSA helped with sorting, packing and loaded boxes of goods to be sent off to Lousiana. 

September 10, 2021 was the date of the 1st winning game 
for PCHS for the season; PCHS vs Anclote HS with a score 
of 18 - 12 (Bulls for the win)

RESCHEDULE
D 

TBD 

Jenn Cintron, Ofa Young 
and Annie Ingram along 
with all the PCHS fans and 
family cheered on their team 
with posters and bull bells!

1st touchdown was 
made by #9- Matt 
Schefer; 2nd touch-
down was made by 
#19- Christian Hollis 
3rd touchdown and 
for the win by #19 
Christian Hollis.
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Annie Lucy Williams Elementary
Mrs. Roberts’ class was excited to invite Mrs. 
Lis up to their room to check out how they are 
integrating Art with their Reading. The class is 
reading ‘My Rotten Redheaded Older Brother’ 
by Patricia Polacco.

Mrs. Roberts led the students on a fun direct-
ed drawing of Richard, the rotten older broth-
er. Students then added descriptive words that 
could be used to describe Richard and turned 
into Wanted Posters.

 Mrs. Kincannon’s 5th grade classes celebrated “Informational 
Text Friday” to strengthen their love for nonfiction. Students 
selected the magazines and articles of their choice and added 
interesting facts they learned. Did you know that spider’s silk is 
one of the strongest materials on earth?

We love celebrating our 
Wolf Pups and their hard 
work. These three each 
earned a Positive Referral.

This 5th grader is one 
of our “Leaders of the 
Pack”. She saw an issue 
while here on campus. 
Not only did she see the 
issue, she found a solu-
tion. Not only did she 
find a solution, she wrote 
Mrs. Dixon, our Princi-
pal, a letter articulating 
the issue and a solution. 
Problem-solving at it’s 
finest!! So proud of her 
and grateful for her ini-
tiative here in the Den!!

Mrs. Howard’s 4th graders are having fun in Art as 
they get to know each other through their shoe project. 
They all took turn choosing what they want to share or 
learn about each other and then decorated their shoe 
to show the results. Pictured is Art teacher, Mrs. Lis.

5th grade ELA 
classes had the hon-
or of a visit from our 
very own Guardian 
Mike who served 
at Ground Zero just 
days after 9-11. We 
are so grateful for 
him and all the he-
roes who selflessly 
helped others. Our 
Wolves will always 
remember.

Meet our Kindergarten teachers, Mrs. Ouel-
lette, Mrs. Edwards, Mrs. Woods, Mrs. Wis-
niewski and Mrs. Johnson. A big howl out to 
Kindergarten!

Meet our FANTASTIC First Grade Teachers!! 
Pictured from left to right, Mrs. Josey, Mrs. 
Griffin, Mrs. Gallegos, Miss Wilder and Mr. 
Kelly and pictured in front is Mrs. Dyer!!

Our PreKindergarten 
teachers, Mrs. Carter, 
Mrs. Schwarz, Mrs. 

Phillips and Mrs. Connolly take care of our youngest pups 
with the help of their Pre K aides, Ms. Vanessa, Mrs. Melissa, Ms. Rose and Mrs. 
Brenda. 
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News from the Florida Railroad Museum

Progress on New Building
 Work is continuing on the new station and museum in Parrish. The block 
work is underway which will further identify just how big the expansion will 
become.  Work is already underway for the new Ticket Office. The Museum 
hopes to have the roof constructed before the end of 2021. 

Events Coming up for Fall 2021 - Get Your Tickets ASAP
 On October 2nd and 3rd there will be a Civil War re-enactment.  Come 
learn about the war, the soldiers, their camps and more, several battles each 
day. This is a 1.5-hour train experience for adults and children age 3 and 
over. Tickets range from $16 and up dependent upon which car you select. 
 Later in October on the 16th, 17th, 23rd and 24th is the annual Pump-

kin Patch Express. Ride 
the Pumpkin Patch Express 
to the museum’s own fall 
festival. All activities in-
cluding bounce house, hay 
maze, hay wagon rides, 
crafts and more are includ-
ed in your ticket fare. This 
event is for adults and chil-
dren of all ages.  The ex-
perience lasts 2 to 5 hours. 
Every child gets a free 
pumpkin to bring home.  

Tickets for October events on sale now. Ticket prices range from $15 for 
children and start at $19 for adults.
 The WWII re-enactment will be returning on Veteran’s Day weekend 
November 6th and 7th. Allied and German troops will take over the Florida 
Railroad Museum. Come and watch a series of re-enactments both on and 
off the train during your visit. The train will be operating with diesel-electric 
locomotives and a selection of open-air and air-conditioned cars. Tickets for 
this event are general admission with seating first come, first serve … and 
are on sale now. The event may not be suitable for younger children. Re-
enactments will take place both onboard the train and off the train. Expect 
unyielding German troops demanding your papers, yelling, and loud gun 
and cannon fire.
 Drum Roll Please…… North Pole Express!  The 2021 Florida Railroad 
Museum’s North Pole Express will be departing the Parrish station throughout 
December over 15 nights. The dates are December 1 – 5, December 8 – 
12, and December 15 – 20. This magical trip to the North Pole will excite 
the young and old. Santa and all 
his elves are looking forward to 
seeing you all. Come onboard for 
a 30-minute ride from Parrish, FL 
to the North Pole. Upon arrival, 
everyone will detrain at the special 
North Pole station where Santa 

awaits to visit with every child along with entertainment, activities, camp 
fires and all the hot chocolate and cookies you care to eat. Additional food 
and beverage will be available for purchase at the North Pole. This event is 
for all ages. Tickets went on sale August 25th; mark your calendars.
 Just want a relaxing train ride and learn about Florida’s railroad his-
tory? The museum operates General Admission Excursions every Non-
Event Saturday and Sunday at 11:00 am and 2:00 pm.

Volunteers Always Needed or Join the Railroad
 Every non-profit organization is highly dependent on its volunteers.  
The Florida Railroad Museum is no different and would not exist without 
its generous and hard-working volunteers!  From restoring old equipment 
and maintaining operating equipment, renewing the track and operating the 
train each weekend, our volunteers are the backbone of this organization.
 There are many opportunities to volunteer:  Track Maintenance, Train 
Maintenance, Restoration, Operations, Gift Shop, Reservations, Training 
and many more areas.
 Highly qualified volunteers with thousands of hours of service will 
guide you through all the training needed to perform your duties.  Your 
schedule can be flexible.  As a volunteer you decide the level of service 
and number of hours to volunteer.  Some positions in the Operating De-
partment do require a minimum number of trips or days worked during the 
year to maintain certification.
 Maintenance and restoration activities are scheduled throughout the 
week.  Train operations and the gift shop run on weekends with occasional 
charter work during the week.  Phone reservations operate from volun-
teer’s homes throughout the week.  
 Membership dues, donations of money and materials and vehicle mile-
age traveling to/from the museum for volunteer duties are all deductible 
under IRS 501(c)(3) Non-Profit Organization guidelines.
 All that’s left is to get started.  All volunteers must be members of the 
Florida Railroad Museum.  Membership starts at just $40 per year for an 
individual.  Detailed information is available on the Museum’s website at 
www.frrm.org or cut out and mail the attached form with your payment.
 So, if you have a desire to work with real trains, want to donate your 
time and genuinely want to make a contribution to a valuable organization 
in Parrish, you are needed!

Hours at the Parrish Train Station
 The train station in Parrish is open Wednesday through Sunday from 
10:00 am to 4:00 pm. The station is closed Monday and Tuesday. The sta-
tion is located at 12210 83rd Street E in Parrish, Florida. The phone number 
is 941-776-0906.
 For more information on any of these unique opportunities or a train ride, 
go the FRRM website at www.FRRM.org.

By Cookie Jordan
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Endangered Plants in Your Backyard
 Florida is home to thousands of unique species of plants. A dramatically in-
creasing number of which, are on the verge of extinction. Sometimes, these amaz-
ing and endangered species are found near our homes. You may have handled 
them yourself, with no understanding of their rarity. Endangered Plants in Your 
Backyard is designed to raise awareness of our local endangered plant species, in 
an effort to keep our wild species wild. 
Plant of the Month: 
Scientific Name: Catopsis berteroniana 
Common Name(s): Powdery-strap air 
plant, lantern of the forest 
Status: Endangered Florida
Order: Poales
Family: Bromeliaceae
Genus: Catopsis
Species: Catopsis berteroniana 
Description: Tank epiphyte; when 
flowering, grows to 40 – 130 cm (16-51 
in.); leaves are yellowish-green, up to 45 
cm (18 in.), with a white, chalky, powdery 
covering, especially at the base; 15-50 flowers with white petals (1.0 - 1.2 cm; 3/8 
- 1/2 in.) develop on a stout scape, usually with 2-8 lateral branches; floral bracts 
(6-8 mm; 1/4 - 1/3 in.) and sepals (1.2 cm; 1/2 in.) yellow-green; seed capsule 1.5 
cm (1/2 - 5/8 in.) long; seeds often germinate on the capsule. 
Habitat: Rockland hammock, slough, marine tidal swamp; usually found in 
strong light, on high branches of host tree. Once commonly found in all of south 
Florida including Manatee, Catopsis berteroniana can now only be found in the 
most southern parts of Florida, and usually only in protected lands. 
 Catopsis berteroniana, may (or may not) be carnivorous, meaning they may 
or may not consume animals for life. These wonderful bromeliads are epiphytic 
(grows in trees) and tend to prefer to be high up in a host tree canopy, indulging 
in bright sunlight. As they are so high in the canopy, they do not collect nutrients 
other, lower dwelling species enjoy, found in water dripping through leaves, bark, 
and ditritus of host plants. Upon dissection of field harvested Catopsis berteroni-
ana, many more insects are found dead, when compared to other bromeliads. This 
finding, combined with the chalky waxy coat of the plant, leads some scientists 

to believe the plant is indeed carnivorous. To the best of my knowledge, to date, it 
has not been proven one way or the other. 
 Why would chalky powder imply carnivorous nature? Chalky powder on 
plants is beautiful to look at, and can act as an integral part of a trap for insects. 
The “powder” is a wax the plant produces and builds up on its leaves, both pro-
tecting them from evaporation, and providing a slippery surface for insects, caus-
ing them to fall in to the plants tank and drown. This is common in carnivorous 
species such as nepenthes and sarracenia. 
 As with all of Florida’s native brome-
liads, Catopsis berteroniana is threatened 
by nature and by man. The Mexican wee-
vil has decimated wild populations, but 
even more so has illegal collecting for 
use and sale by humans. It is impossible 
for the USDA to police illegal plant sales. 
If you see a vendor selling harvested air 
plants, they are most likely poached with-
out license. The best thing you can do is 
mention it to the events coordinator and point them to Florida Statute 581.185 
“Preservation of native flora of Florida” Harvesting Native Plants for Sale, Trade, 
Or Collection is Illegal and Violators can be Fined up to $5000. 
 The major threat these days though, is habitat destruction. As plants become 
more rare, there are less to poach. All of Manatee’s beautiful new housing devel-
opments destroy the habitat they are built upon (save for a few acres of mandatory 
wetland conservation). Old growth forest, wetlands, and emergent wetlands (wet 
prairie) are all being replaced with asphalt, cement, and grass. With our current, 
pro development Board of County Commissioners, re-zoning of one house per 
acre lots into as much as 30 houses per acre, is now commonplace. 
 Why are developments so destructive? Preparation for building. Develop-
ments first push over and burn all old growth trees (oaks, pines, cypress, yew, 
cedar, etc.) not wanted. No efforts are made to identify and protect even the most 
critically endangered plants found in and on these trees, by any agency. Locals 
can watch this happening now on Ft. Hamer Rd. and soon to happen with the 
coming SMR development in between Jim Davis Rd. and Spencer Parrish. This 

By Plant Man

Please see Plant Man CONTINUED ON PAGE 25
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Iris Worth McClain, moved to Parrish in 1973 
with her husband Merle and her two son’s 
Kenny & Larry, coming from Sarasota. After 
retiring from her banking career of 42 years 
she became actively involved in the Parrish 
community with the Parrish Civic Assoc. 
The Parrish Foundation, Parrish Chili Cook 
Off, Parrish Arts Council and the Parrish 
“Y”. She coordinates with much help from 
the local community, the Parrish Children’s 
Christmas Party each year. She wants to 
provide interesting stories of old homes, 
buildings and families in and around Parrish 
to help preserve the history of Parrish. Iris Worth McClain

This Old House,
Articles about Parrish Homes and Buildings Is Available for Purchase
 You can purchase a compilation of Iris McClain’s articles on “This Old House.” Her book, “This Old House,” is 
available in paperback format. The book tells the stories and recollections of the town with the old houses, buildings, 
and the people that lived in them, our old churches, schools, post offices, etc. Iris has been writing articles for this 
newspaper for years. She has now collected them for this book.
 The books are available at PJ’S Sandwich Shop A donation of $10.00 will provide grants for children’s nonprofit 
organizations in our community to encourage them to participate in the arts and community projects.  

by Iris Worth McClain

This Old History
Parrish Fire Department

 The history of the Parrish Fire Department 
goes way back into the 1970’s when it was de-
termined that Parrish needed a Firehouse. La-
mar Parrish found out that in order to establish 
a Volunteer Fire Department, they would need 
a “ not for profit” Organization to be formed 
to sponsor it. He began the task of forming 
the Parrish Civic Association with the help of 
many in the Parrish area. One of the first pub-
lic meetings to get the big red trucks rolling, 
was held in the Manatee County Horseman As-
sociation arena located on US Hwy 301. The 
arena belonged to Parrish’s beloved Vic and Faye Blackstone, both members of 
the National Cowboy and Cowgirl Hall of Fame and very well thought of in the 
Parrish community and throughout the USA. 
 When the Volunteer Fire Department was first organized, it was funded entirely 
from donations. They had a big fish fry at the First Baptist Church of Parrish and 
raised $2,200. After that, every six months, they would put on a barbecue to raise 
funds. Many Parrish families joined in to help and of course, all of the Volunteer 
Firemen/Firewomen and their families. 
 Glenn “Cooley Pop” was one of the founders of the Volunteer Fire Department, 
along with such distinguished names as Lamar Parrish, a Manatee County Com-
missioner 1976-1980 (he could also have been called the “Parrish Historian”), S. 
O. Parrish, J. W. Parrish, and many others in the Parrish Community.
 In 1980, they scraped enough money together to buy a 1962 Ford Fire Engine.  
Firefighters hung onto the back of it for dear life as they sped towards the fires. There 
was only one radio and that was in the truck itself, so “Cooley Pop” Fire Chief would 
pull the truck cab up to his open bedroom window. When a call would come in, he 
and his wife Helen, would begin calling all of the volunteer firefighters. Later on, a 
siren was put on the roof of the old firehouse to wake up the entire town. 
 The old firehouse became a community center, where food was distributed to 
the needy and funds were raised for charity. The station is still located behind the 
old Historic Parrish Schoolhouse.
 Through the years, there have been many Parrish families and even the whole 
community, actively supporting these fundraising efforts to keep the Parrish Fire 
Department up and running.
 In addition to being fire chief, Glen “Cooley Pop” Cooley, had his mechanic 
shop located behind PJ’s Sandwich Shop in the red brick building in Parrish. He 
often deflected some of the praise he so richly received and deserved, saying he 
could not have done it without the dedication of Asst. Fire Chief Wayne Ownbey, 
Ron Frost, Ed Chitty, Norman Vigant, Miller Darsey, Alice Joy “A J” Wilson, the 

Rawl’s family, the Foy family, Major Thomas and of course all of the fire fighters 
and their families. Many others would step up when help was needed, all wonderful  
Parrish community supporters.
 To this day, Parrish has a Fire Department that we can be very proud of, beginning 
with “Cooley Pop.” They know how to take care of our community in so many ways, 
it would be hard to keep up with all the lives they have saved in the past 40+ years. 
 Moving forward to today... The current fire station was built in 1999, and housed 
only 1 full time firefighter. Each shift had a host of volunteer firefighters that would be 
an ancillary crew to support fire operations. Currently, the station houses two full time 
crews of five firefighters running first out engines, with one Battalion Captain that serves 
as the commander for fire operations for the District. As 2022 is nearly upon us, with 
tremendous growth on the horizon, the Parrish Fire District is steadfast on getting ahead 
of the growth with a new 7.3 million dollar state of the art fire station with a training 
tower facility, acquisition of six new firefighters and finally the transition from traditional 
Basic Life Support functions to Advanced Lift Support paramedics so that life saving 
procedures and medications can be administered rapidly to our community.
 We thank all of the Parrish Firefighters for the great job they do and the fact they 
are always looking out for all of us and we also thank them for all they do in our 
Parrish community to help make it a better place to live.
 If you know of an old building, 
home, family or old business, you 
would like to see in the Parrish Village 
News, please give me a call at 941-776-
7697 or e-mail me: irismcc@msn.com
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The Nuances and Colors of Sound
John Phillips

 Learn the art of 

GUITAR  
JJOOHHNN  PPHHIILLLLIIPPSS  

IInnssttrruuccttoorr  

LLIIVVEE  VVIIRRTTUUAALL  LLEESSSSOONNSS!!  
Call/Text (941) 915-4694  

www.GuitarLessonsManatee.com 
All Styles & Skill Levels 

Gift Certificates Available! 

 Every guitarist has a special quality of sound. The best ones will use a 
good ear, much sensitivity and a thorough knowledge of music to prepare 
the nuances and colors of sound. - Andres Segovia
 A truly great guitarist is instantly recognizable by his or her sound.
 For example, avid fans of blues music can instantly tell whether they are 
hearing a guitar solo by Eric Clapton, BB King, or Stevie Ray Vaughan. 
Likewise, fans of classical guitar can tell whether they are hearing a sonata 
played by Julian Bream, Andres Segovia, or Sharon Isbin.
 The very best musicians will develop their own unique and identifiable 
sound.
 This is because we are all unique individuals. Therefore, we should 
strive to find and develop that unique music and artistry which lies within 
each of us.
 Drawing upon the wisdom of Andres Segovia’s quote, I would like 
to suggest three important ingredients in the development of your own, 
unique, and nuanced sound.
 First, you need to have a good ear. This involves what musicians refer to 
as aural theory, or ear training. It is essential that the serious guitarist spend 
part of each day training themselves to identify both individual notes and 
chords by their sound. There are many ways of doing this. A good teacher 
can guide you in the method that works best for you.
 Second, you need to be sensitive about the way you are playing. Obvi-
ously, this means that you need to pay strict attention to your technique, 
which will enable you to play in the most efficient and relaxed way pos-
sible. However, you cannot stop there. You must also be sensitive about 
your timbre. This is the quality of your sound. You must discern when to 
play legato; with slides, and slurs (hammer-ons and pull-offs) and when to 
play more staccato (‘choppy’.) You should know when to play louder and 
when to play softer. Experiment with the use of musical devices such as 
harmonics and vibrato. Try playing passages in different positions on the 
guitar neck. If you are sensitive to all of these things, you will develop the 
ability to create exactly the sounds which you hear in your head, and you 
will develop your own unique and personal style of playing.
 Third, you should strive to obtain a thorough knowledge of music. This 
is of extreme importance, and yet, is perhaps the most overlooked. All too 
often, when people take up the guitar, they try to teach themselves and take 
many short cuts. They eschew the study of music theory, believing it to 
somehow be unnecessary. This is far from the truth.
 Can you imagine a painter who never learned about values, composition, 
or how to mix colors? Or a singer who was seemingly tone deaf? Come to 
think of it, most of us probably have. Although we strive to be polite and 
encouraging, the quality of their work is obvious.
 The same holds true for the study of the guitar. Having a working knowl-
edge of music theory not only makes learning music much easier, but it 
also makes it far more enjoyable. If you know how music works, you will 
be able to compose and experiment with ideas which would not have even 
occurred to you otherwise. This will be of great value as you work to de-
velop your own unique sound.
 In order to develop and fully realize the 
unique music which lies within each of us we 
must, as Maestro Segovia said, use our ears, 
sensitivity, and knowledge of music to develop 
the nuances and colors of sound.

 If you have questions or topics which you 
would like to see in future columns, or would 
like to inquire about guitar lessons, please con-
tact John Phillips at www.guitarlessonsusa.
com or by phone at (941) 915-4694.
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Support our advertisers!
They make it possible to deliver this 

paper to you at no cost to you.
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Your best friend deserves the best care!

Call us today to schedule your next appointment!
941-845-4448

THE MASTER
CABINET MAKER, INC.

All Custom Cabinetry
Locally owned and operated by 3rd generation cabinetmaker.

Experienced, insured, referrals.

941-723-0278
Custom made cabinets, 3D designs & remodeling: 

Kitchen/Bath/e.center/wall unit/bar & more. Laminated 
countertops. We are also dealers of ready to assemble 

wood cabinets. Special cabinets for mobile homes. 
Custom outdoor Starboard® kitchens. Custom 

concealed storage cabinets. Residential & Commercial

The Master Cabinet MakerThe Master Cabinet Maker MasterCabinetMakerMasterCabinetMaker

5004 US 41 N • Unit “A” • Palmetto
www.themastercabinetmaker.com 
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Don’t Forget To Wear Eye 
Protection For Certain Sports

Dr. Doug Black
 Football season is finally back, and if you are a football fan, then you 
know that there is currently a large focus on improving safety for players, 
especially relating to head injuries and concussions. Helmets worn by foot-
ball players are the key pieces of equipment that help to try to minimize 
head injuries.  Helmets also do a very good job of protecting players from 
injuries to their eyes. While all football players benefit from good eye pro-
tection from wearing helmets, there are many other sports that have much 
higher incidences of eye injuries due to the fact that wearing eye protection 
is not as uniform of a practice.
 Here’s an interesting statistic: just about every 13 minutes, an emergen-
cy room in the US is treating a sports-related eye injury.  And most eye in-
juries among children aged 11 to 14 occur while playing sports. The sports 
with the highest rates of eye injuries are baseball/softball, basketball, rac-
quet sports (racquetball, tennis, ping pong), hockey, lacrosse, paintball, and 
boxing/martial arts.
 The anatomy of our skull is designed to protect the eye as much as pos-
sible without interfering with our vision. Several bones surround the eye 
and form the “orbit” that the eye sits in, protruding forward further than the 
eye to protect it. This helps to explain why certain sports have higher rates 
of eye injuries. If a sport uses a ball that is smaller than the opening of the 
orbit, or if the ball can be compressed to fit between the bones that surround 
the eye, there is a much higher risk of injury. This includes racquetball, 
tennis, lacrosse, baseball, paintball, and hockey (the thickness of a puck is 
small enough to contact the eye).
 What about basketball? A basketball is too large to actually penetrate 
through to the eye. However, most eye injuries in basketball are a result of 

direct physical contact, most notably eyes being hit by elbows of nearby play-
ers. The injury risks of boxing and martial arts are pretty obvious.  Blows to 
the eye can easily occur from elbows, knuckles of fists, and kicking feet.
 In most cases, the simple solution is to wear protective eyewear, like goggles 
and masks. Studies have shown that if all athletes who participate in higher risk 
sports wore protective eyewear, 90% of all sports-related eye injuries would be 
eliminated. This would also lead to a huge economic benefit. It is estimated that 
sports-related eye injuries currently cost around $200 million each year.
 So keep this in mind the next time you are playing your preferred sport.  
Taking the simple step of wearing protective eyewear can save your vision.  
If you have children who participate in any of the sports that were men-
tioned, make sure that their eyes are protected as much as possible.
 Douglas Black, O.D., is a Doctor of Optometry at Eye Center, Inc.

Manatee County Endangered Species: Green Sea Turtle

  Chelonia mydas, AKA the green 
turtle, black (sea) turtle or Pacific 
green turtle
Class: Reptilia
Order: Testudines
Family: Cheloniidae
Genus: Chelonia
Species: Chelonia mydas
Description: Chelonia mydas 
appearance is typical of sea turtles. C. 
mydas has a dorsoventrally flattened 
body, a beaked head at the end of a 

short, thick neck, and paddle-like arms 
well-adapted for swimming. Adult 
green turtles grow to 1.5 metres (5 ft) 
long. The average weight of mature 
individuals is 68–190 kg (150–419 
lb) and the average carapace length 
is 78–112 cm (31–44 in). Exceptional 
specimens can weigh 315 kg (694 lb) 
or even more, with the largest known 
C. mydas having weighed 395 kg 
(871 lb) and measured 153 cm (60 in) 
in carapace length.

Habitat: Chelonia 
mydas, green sea 
turtles are generally 
found in fairly shallow 
waters (except when 
migrating) inside 
reefs, bays, and 
inlets. The turtles are 
attracted to lagoons 
and shoals with an 
abundance of marine 

 Florida has long struggled with development and land use. In the early years of America, Florida was mostly untamed, exploding with biodiversity. Few non native humans 
ventured into the forests and swamps. Those who did were tough and determined to make their fortunes through cattle ranching. Railroads and agriculture came next, making 
southern Florida more accessible. Wetlands were drained, forests cleared, and animals hunted to extinction. Housing developments and tourism facilities followed. 
 Today, Manatee county is still home to a wide variety of native plant and animal life. Showing great adaptability, many animal species have tolerated, even benefited from, 
urbanization and habitat loss. Raccoons, coyote, and several bird species are perfectly happy eating from dumpsters and breeding in man made structures and ruins. But, many 
more species are not so durable. Many animals are not tolerated by urban life and are routinely killed, mainly due to ignorance. Manatee county alone houses thirteen federally 
listed endangered and threatened animal species. Florida state has its own registry, listing twenty one threatened or endangered animal species, again in Manatee county alone.
 Over the next few months, we will be highlighting endangered animals found in Manatee county. For more information on all imperiled species in Manatee, please visit: 
https://ecos.fws.gov  Or contact US Fish and Wildife Service at http://ww.fws.gov/ and Florida Fish and Wildife Conservation Commission https://myfwc.com/contact/

grass and algae. Open beaches with 
a sloping platform and minimal 
disturbance are required for nesting. 
Green turtles have strong nesting site 
fidelity and often make long distance 
migrations between feeding grounds 
and nesting beaches. Hatchlings 
have been observed to seek refuge 
and food in Sargassum rafts.
 Chelonia mydas is currently listed 
as endangered by Florida state and 
our federal government. The species 
has a worldwide distribution in 
tropical and subtropical waters. 
Manatee county has the honor of 
containing miles of soft, sandy 
beaches, perfectly suited for sea 
turtle nesting. This is good as these 
loyal creatures return to the place 
they were hatched to lay another 
batch. Current science purports this 
is accomplished by using the earths 
magnetic forces for navigation. 

 The nesting season for green sea 
turtles varies with the locality. In 
the southeastern U.S., it is roughly 
June through September. Nesting 
occurs nocturnally at 2, 3, or 4 
year intervals. Only occasionally 
do females produce clutches in 
successive years. A female may 
lay as many as 9 clutches within a 
nesting season. Clutch size varies 
from 75 to 200 eggs, with an average 
clutch size of 136 eggs reported for 
Florida. Incubation ranges from 

by: Plant Man

Please see Sea Turtle CONTINUED ON PAGE 25
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Buffalo Creek Middle School
 Orchestra student of the week- Madison Downes
Chorus student of the week- Leiana Reynolds

Way to go Hawks #bcmsrocks

Go Hawks!

We Remember…..
 Our global perspectives class, led by Mr. Baker, 
placed 2,977 American flags to honor the victims 
of 9/11 in front of our school.  

 Mr. Baker stayed in the pouring rain to make 
sure every last flag was placed.

Mr. Baker’s Global Perspectives class gave snack bags to first responders today to 
thank them for their service. This is in honor of the 20th anniversary of 9/11. Thank 
you to all the parents who donated items to give them support.

Tyler Asklock represented our Buffalo Creek Chorus at the Inspire & Empower Choral 
Leadership Festival 9/11/2021.  Interested in joining our BCMS Choir?  Contact Mrs. 
Malissa A. Baker at bakerm@manateeschools.ne

Congratulations to Emelita Garcia! She 
is one of our team members in Hawk’s 
Landing Café who was recognized 
with the Diamond Apron Award, for 
her stellar work and attendance during 
the 2020/2021 school year. She was 
nominated by the Manager of Hawk’s 
Landing Café, and was chosen as a 
Diamond Apron Recipient by the Food 
and Nutrition Services Department. 
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Fall Season is under way….our youth 
recreational program has grown tremendously, 
our largest Fall Program ever.  Everyone 
was happy for the season to begin.  Thank 
you to all the coaches, parents, grandparents, 
players, and volunteers that made it all 
happen.  We couldn’t do it without all of you!  
#northmanateesoccerclub

941-722-7377

Equipment Repairs
Salt Chlorine Systems

New Pool Construction
Spa Installations

Deck Renovation
Paver Overlays

Pool Refinishing
Quartz & Pebble

anchorpoolsfl@verizon.net

810 49th Street East | Palmetto, FL 34221

Plant Man CONTINUED FROM PAGE 17

process takes months, blanketing local communities and habitats in smoke, 
diesel, and dust, totally destroying all life in those cremated trees. After 
destroying all surface life, developers dig ten to twenty feet down, releas-
ing years of captured gasses and pollutants while grinding up all remaining 
life, animal and plant. This process is necessary to make a stable building 
pad and to create retention ponds and privacy dunes. No native life, includ-
ing the beautiful Catopsis berteroniana, survives construction of a building 
development unless it is, again, protected by our Florida State mandatory 
conservation program.
 Acknowledging all the hard work and lives already put into, and given 
up for plant and animal conservation, we, as a community, can still do bet-
ter, we can still do more. Currently, there are next to no protections for even 
the most critically endangered plants in Florida. The USDA is responsible 
for enforcing harvesting permits, licensing, and fines for offenders. How-
ever, the USDA (Fresh From Florida) is overwhelmed by plants imported 
to the USA, domestic agriculture, policing online sales, and politics; it has 
little to no time to enforce the few existing endangered plant protections. 
 Want to see change? Write to Nikki Fried (FL Commissioner of Ag-
riculture and Consumer Services since 2018) and your districts commis-
sioner; let them know you want to see more protections for endangered 
plant life - or the existing protections enforced. Let them know you want to 
see programs for harvesting endangered life from lands slated for develop-
ment. Let them know they need to do something - before it’s too late. 
 I hope you enjoyed this edition of Endangered Plants in Your Backyard. 
More information on endangered plants can be obtained from your local 
USDA or by visiting https://www.fdacs.gov          Plant Man

about 45 to 75 days, depending on incubation temperatures. Hatchlings 
generally emerge at night. Chelonia mydas do not sexually mature until 
20 to 50 years.
 Why are these amazing animals endangered? The largest loss of life 
to the green sea turtle is attributed to “bycatch,” which occurs when sea 
turtles are caught by fishermen netting for shrimp and other fish. Sea 
turtles need to frequently return to the surface for air and end up drowning 
while trapped in these nets. Per year, the fatalities from bycatching climb 
into the hundreds of thousands.
 Other factors contributing to the green turtle’s decline worldwide, are 
commercial harvest for eggs and meat by humans, harvest for use in religious 
ceremonies, predation of young by birds, fish, reptiles, and mammals, loss 
of nesting habitat to human developments, oceanic pollution, water craft 
strikes, channel dredging, and disease. 
 A current threat of death for Chelonia mydas is Fibropapillomatosis; a 
disease of sea turtles characterized by the development of multiple tumors 
on the skin and internal organs. These tumors interfere with swimming, 
eating, breathing, vision, and reproduction. Turtles with heavy tumor 
burdens may become severely debilitated and die. 
 Manatee’s neighboring county to the south, Sarasota county, houses 
MOTE Marine Laboratory and Aquarium. This amazing not-for-profit 
organization opened a Sea Turtle Rehabilitation Hospital in 1995; healing 
over 650 sick and injured turtles. MOTE has treated all five species found 
in the Gulf of Mexico, including turtles that were sickened during the 
Deepwater Horizon oil spill in 2010. Mote has one of the few hospitals 
in Florida with special facilities and training to care for turtles suffering 
from previously mentioned fibropapilloma tumors. If you would like to see 
Green Sea Turtles live, please visit mote.org for more information. . 
 If you would like more done to preserve plant and animal life, or you have 
found a species and would like to report it, we recommend you contact your 
county commissioner and the USDA, Natural Resources Conservation Service.

Sea Turtle CONTINUED FROM PAGE 23 Happy
Columbus 

Day
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 We’ve all heard of Port Manatee and the Port of Tampa, but have you 
ever heard of the Port of Parrish? The latter functioned much like the other 
two, only on a much smaller scale and was located near present-day SR 62.
 The Port of Parrish was located on the Manatee River at the mouth of 
Gamble Creek. The creek, which still exists today, is a 35-mile tributary 
and enters the river on the north side of Fort Hamer, the site of the present-
day Fort Hamer Bridge.
 The port itself consisted of a wharf which was utilized by farmers and 
ranchers living in the present-day Parrish area. Because of the shallow na-
ture of the landing, vegetables, citrus and cattle were loaded onto smaller, 
shallow draft vessels and taken to the Village of Manatee, or even Tampa, 
then reshipped elsewhere aboard large ships, according to Joe and Libby 
Warner in their book “The Singing River.”
 There were several large hickory trees surrounding the landing where 
the wharf was located, thus The Port of Parrish was also known as Hickory 
Bluff, according to Warner.
 One of the first settlers to claim property near the creek was Asa God-
dard. He was a member of a large party that included some of Manatee 
County’s first pioneers from Ohio and Indiana. Some notable members 
were Mortimer Bright, Ezekiel Glazer, William Lockwood, John Jackson 
and Simon Turman. Each of these six travelers filed for land under the 
Armed Occupation Act in 1843, setting up residence in various areas of 
Tampa Bay.
 At the time, Manatee County was still a part of Hillsborough. But in 
1855, Manatee broke from the latter and became an independent coun-
ty. Goddard, who had by then established himself as a large-scale cattle 

rancher, served on its first board of county commissioners.
 Unfortunately, Goddard’s homestead was completely de-
stroyed during the Seminole Wars. He and his family lost 
everything – the Seminoles burned it all to the ground. The 
Goddard family escaped by staying at the Gamble Plantation 
during the skirmish.
 Following the devastation, an Alabamian named William 
H. Johnson moved nearby. Johnson and two other area resi-
dents also named William, (William Gilley and William Hook-
er), formed a cotton business called Sea Island Cotton. While 
harvest was a success, the process for ginning stalled in Tampa 
and the business partnership dissolved just in time for a new 
union to transpire.
 Gilley married Johnson’s daughter Martha and was gifted 
part of Johnson’s Gamble Creek property. The marriage pro-
duced seven children; Florida, Margaret, Franklin, Mary, John, 
Ida and William Jr., according to the 1880 census.
 As a rancher, Gilley’s main focus was cattle. In 1860 he 
sold 70 heads of his herd to a woman named Mary Williams. 
Williams insisted that her husband sign an affidavit that he had 
no claim whatsoever to her cattle as she had purchased them 
with money given to her by her mother, according to Warner. 

This transaction sounds like the equivalent of a modern day pre-nuptial 
agreement to me!
 In 1883, Gilley expanded his land tract; purchasing an additional 120 acres 
at an unbelievable bargain: 80 cents per acre. Could you imagine that today?
 He built a new house near a series of lakes connected to Gamble Creek 
which he referred to as Gilley Lakes. Today the land would be located just 
south of SR 62.

 With his expansive homestead and growing family, Gilley was quick to 
become one of the leading cattleman in the area. He built the Port of Par-
rish to expand his growing business.
 For a long time, the port served as the main point of commerce for the 
community. However, as roads and railroads became the primary means of 
transportation, the port became obsolete and was eventually removed.
 Today, the only trace of evidence we have that the port existed are de-
scriptions within the pages of books, article and interviews. 
 You can find more of Merab’s articles in her weekly historical column 
Sunday Favorites that publishes online every Sunday at www.thebraden-
tontimes.com. Story ideas? Contact Merab at TBT.Sunday.Favorites@
gmail.com 
(Reprinted with permission from the May 19, 2019 issue of the Bradenton 
Times.) (Photos courtesy of the Manatee County Public Library System.)

by Merab Favorite

Gamble Creek, Parrish, Florida

Gamble Creek, Parrish, Florida Gamble Creek, Parrish, Florida
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Zagreb CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

Attention Parrish Residents!

Meeting Your Air Condition Needs Since 1988

Owner Performs All Work!
941-504-2331

941-725-2636
Ctm4902@Yahoo.com

Tiffney Mosley

Buying or selling 
a house shouldn’t be 
a hassle. You need 
a REAL-tor who 

“KEEPS IT REAL!”

Restored to its original beauty, this huge 3 bedroom 4 bath home is 
stunning inside & out. Sits on over 1/2 acre with no deed restrictions.

Coming soon, Large 5 bedroom 2 bath home with no deed 
restrictions on over 1/2 acre $389,900

3 bedrooms, 1 bath home and a bonus detached apartment in the back 
that could be a great mother-in-law suite or home office.

$479,900

$389,900

$239,900

on the eastern Adriatic coast. It’s pri-
marily the result of the temperature 
difference between the frigid Alps 
and the relatively warm waters of 
the Adriatic Sea. Wind gusts have 
been measured as high as 140 miles 
per hour; so, this is no gentle breeze. 
When it’s active it creates serious 
travel problems on land and sea, 
blowing over tractor trailers and cap-
sizing ferries and small fishing boats.  
Our guides advised us that because 
of the Bora the new highways and 
tunnels we would normally use were 
closed and we would have to take a 
more circuitous route on old roads 

thru the mountains. Our planned 175 
mi, 3-hour ride, would take about 5 
hours. (Ugh!) The good news was 
we would visit parts of Croatia that 
most tourists rarely see. In reality, 
we spent most of our time on two 
lane roads winding our way up and 
down thru a rocky, treeless, wind-
blown, landscape. It might be green 
in summer but now it was dry and 
brown. Occasionally, we passed thru 
a small, deserted village still showing 
the bomb damage that the Serbs in-
flicted during their nasty war with the 
Croats. The Serbs were interested in 
taking territory all the way to Croa-
tia’s desirable coast, forcing out the 

Croats and resettling 
the conquered lands 
with Serbs. When the 
war ended and the 
Serbs were forced to 
withdraw, they left be-
hind a wasteland. The 
Croatian coastal cities 
and islands recovered 
quickly but the sparse-

ly populated farmlands to the east re-
main largely abandoned twenty years 
later. I understand why few tourists 
visit these areas. We finally reached 
the coast and got a breathtaking view 
of the beautiful Adriatic. Next time 
Zadar and the good ship Artemis!
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Behind the Scenes With Parrish Playworks
 Local theater troupe Parrish Playworks was founded in 2014 to produce 
live shows and to provide the Parrish community with opportunities to come 
together as performers, backstage crew, and audiences. While the Covid pan-
demic is still postponing many gatherings, Parrish Playworks is on hiatus for 
the next few months. Until then, we thought the readers of PVN might enjoy 
peeking behind the curtains to meet some of the players behind the plays.  
Actor and board member Dawn Reif was interviewed by her colleague Sara 
Whittaker, secretary of the PPW board and an actor herself.

Q: How did you first hear about Parrish Playworks? 
A: My friend Mandy invited me to a show that Parrish Playworks was per-
forming at the Manatee County Fair. When I found out that they would need 
a Train Host to help with the murder-mystery show with Florida Railroad 
Museum, I decided it would be a good fit for me.

Q:  Why did you get involved?
A: Theater has always been a hobby for me. I did plays and was involved in the-
ater, not just when I was in school, but while I was enlisted in the Air Force and 
stationed in Germany. Plus, now I would get to hang out with my best friend!

Q: What else did you do in Germany besides theater?
A: I ran the warehouse for a C130 (troop transport) Supply Squadron at the 
Rhein-Main Air Base in Frankfurt during the Persian Gulf War. Then I met 
my husband Randall, who was also stationed there.  We got married there and 
two of our six daughters were born in Germany.

Q: Wow! Six daughters! Only two were born in Germany?
A: Yes. Our other daughters were born around here, in Sarasota or Bradenton, 
as was our son.

Q: What brought you from Germany to this area? 
A: I was raised in Jacksonville and St. Pete, but after we left the military, we 
chose to live and work in the Tampa Bay area because most of our family 
lives around here. 

Q: What keeps you busy during the 
day time?
A: I have a MSW degree from USF, 
and I work with the Sarasota Sheriff’s 
office serving the homeless popula-
tion. I am very comfortable in the 
trenches with what society sometimes 
considers the worst of the worst. Be-
ing a social worker is hard, stressful 
work, but I love it. We help the home-
less to find medical care, connect 
them to substance abuse rehabilita-
tion, and secure shelter. We offer as-
sistance as they need it and follow up 
with them for a year.

Q: Sounds like you’re somewhat fearless. Do you ever get stage fright?
A: I did at first. Right before I go on stage now, I take ten deep breaths to 
calm my nerves. And making new friends within the troupe has made me 
come out of my comfort zone with acting.

Q: What’s your favorite thing to do with Parrish Playworks? 
A: I enjoy supporting roles, and I especially enjoy working as Train Host 
during our murder mystery-dinner-theater with Florida Railroad Museum—
it’s a mix of performing plus interacting with the passengers. There’s never 
a dull moment on that set. This group is like a second family. With a bit of 
persuasion, my husband Randall even did two shows with us, and we got to 
perform on stage together. 
 
Q: Do you have a favorite moment on stage?  
A: In Southern Hospitality, my character, Mrs. Davidson, was taking more 
than your prescribed amount of Benadryl, so she was very out of it. The 
scene was set in the middle of a battlefield during a Civil War reenactment 
with Raynerd, a lovable character who didn’t always function in reality. 
Both characters were very distressed by the action in the scene. The scene 
was a favorite of the audience and the cast. Raynerd was played by Phil 
Montgomery, and he is the greatest to work with. 

Q: What would you like to see happen with Parrish Playworks in the future? 
A:  Personally, I would like to stage manage one day. I’ve never considered 
myself the person who has to be on stage. I’ve helped backstage with tech 
work before, and I’m good at organizing. As far as the company goes, I 
would like to see PPW have a standing theater. In the back of my mind, I 
know if I ever win the lottery, I would donate the money to build one! It is 
hard finding venues and constantly moving.

Q: What are you doing with your free time now that the theater group is 
on hiatus?
A: I’ve been running for five 
years.  Usually 5Ks to support 
local military service agencies 
and for Centerstone, which helps 
with addiction rehabilitation. 
I’ve run the Sunshine Skyway 
10K, Orlando 2 Disney half-
marathons, lots of local ones, 
and I’ve run in Paris, France.  

Q: Any more thoughts to share 
with our readers?
A: I love being involved in my 
community and meeting the peo-
ple involved with and entertained 
by Parrish Playworks. That has 
always brightened my day.

by Sara Whittaker

At a FRRM mystery show is from left to right, Dawn Reif working as Train Hostess, and At a FRRM mystery show is from left to right, Dawn Reif working as Train Hostess, and 
actors Nick Muccarione, Mandy Kersey, Phil Montgomery, Stan Kotas (in chair) and actors Nick Muccarione, Mandy Kersey, Phil Montgomery, Stan Kotas (in chair) and 
Jennifer Butler. Jennifer Butler. 

Dawn Reif and one of her favorite co-stars, Phil Dawn Reif and one of her favorite co-stars, Phil 
Montgomery, rehearsing a scene from Southern Montgomery, rehearsing a scene from Southern 
Hospitality by Jones, Hope, and Wooten.Hospitality by Jones, Hope, and Wooten.

Dawn Reif performing in Tales of Suspense, Dawn Reif performing in Tales of Suspense, 
based on a radio script from the 1940s Sam based on a radio script from the 1940s Sam 
Spade mystery,  The Fairley-Bright Caper. Spade mystery,  The Fairley-Bright Caper. 

Rescreen  *  Gutters  *  Pressure Wash  *  Pool Cage Painting
Ask for additional services

5%
Military
Discount

Rescreenright.net

Call today for a free estimate!

941-405-5899

Free pressure wash
Free door kits

This offer is only valid with a 
full pool cage rescreen. Only 
pool cage and pool deck will 
be pressure washed.
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Are Your Loved Ones Prepared to Be Caregivers?
James F. Morrison, Financial Advisor
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edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

When it comes to  
your to-do list, put  
your future first.

To find out how to get your  
financial goals on track,  
contact your Edward Jones  
financial advisor today.

James F Morrison III, CFP®, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor

7915 Us Highway 301 North 
Suite 210 
Ellenton, FL 34222 
941-722-0163

James F. Morrison III, CFP®, AAMS®

Financial Advisor

7915 US Highway 301 North
Suite 210
Ellenton, FL 34222
941-722-0163

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local Edward Jones Financial Advisor.  
Edward Jones, Member SIPC. 

 Once you’re retired and your children are grown, they are likely “off the books,” 
as far as your financial responsibility for them is concerned. Yet, you’re probably 
still prepared to do anything to help them – but are they ready to take care of you 
if the need arises?
 Consider this: Almost half of retirees say that the ideal role in retirement is pro-
viding support to family and other loved ones, according to the Edward Jones/ Age 
Wave study titled Four Pillars of the New Retirement: What a Difference a Year 
Makes – and a slightly earlier version of the same study found that 72% of retirees 
say one of their biggest fears is becoming a burden on their family members.
 So, if you are recently retired or plan to retire in the next few years, you may 
need to reconcile your desire to help your adult children or other close relatives with 
your concern that you could become dependent on them. You’ll need to consider 
whether your loved ones can handle caregiving responsibilities, which frequently 
include financial assistance. If they did have to provide some caregiving services 
for you, could they afford it? About 80% of caregivers now pay for some caregiving 
costs out of their own pockets – and one in five caregivers experience significant 
financial strain because of caregiving, according to a recent AARP report.
 One way to help your family members is to protect yourself from the enormous 
expense of long-term care. The average cost for a private room in a nursing home 
is now over $100,000 a year, according to the insurance company Genworth. Medi-
care won’t pay much, if any, of these costs, so you may want to consult with a finan-
cial advisor, who can suggest possible ways of addressing long-term care expenses.
 Even if you don’t require a long stay in a nursing home, you still might need 
some assistance in the future, especially if your health or mental capacities de-
cline. So, start talking to your loved ones about their possible roles if you should 
ever need caregiving. You may want to create a caregiving arrangement that spec-
ifies payment for caregiving services and outlines the expenses to be reimbursed 
if paid out of pocket by a caregiver. Also, you may want to create the appropri-
ate legal documents, such as a durable power of attorney for health care, which 
enables someone to make medical decisions on your behalf should you become 
incapacitated, and a durable power of attorney for finances, which allows you to 

name someone to make your financial decisions if you become unable to do so 
yourself. A legal professional can help you make these arrangements and incor-
porate them into your overall estate plan. A financial advisor can suggest ways of 
preparing for the costs involved with caregiving and can direct you to relevant 
resources, such as social services provided by your city or county.
 Clearly, there’s much you can do to help shield your family from the financial 
strain of caregiving. But you are not alone: By drawing on other resources and 
outside help, you can ease the burden on your loved ones. And everyone will feel 
more secure when you have your arrangements in place.

Open 24
Hours!!

SUMMER SPECIAL! All new memberships 
receive a car care kit - $30.00 value

12155 US Hwy 301 North, Parrish, FL  34219
www.Parrish-Storage.com         parrishstorage@reagan.com

941-776-1290

UNLIMITED WASH CLUB
• No contracts

• Unlimited washes (once a day)
• Cancel plan at any time, no 

questions asked - Simply email 
seven days before recharge 
canceling all future charges

• Auto draft available
• Unlimited wash club members 
enjoy one unrestricted car wash 
per day. Your choice of vehicle

• Drive-thru wash bays with extra 
high clearance for high profile 

vehicles
• Boat Wash

• Automatic car mat wash machine
• Powerful Vacuums
• Fragrance Machine

• Carpet Shampoo station
• Free Air

• Open 24/7

ULTIMATE
• Under Car & Side Blaster

• Pre-Soak Cleaner • Wheel Cleaner
• Bug Cleaner • Triple Foam Super Soap
• Bug Scrub • Surtime Premium Wash
• High-Pressure Wash • Wheel Scrub

• Guardian Gold Surface Sealant
• Hot Canauba Wax

• Clearcoat Protectant
• Spot Free Rinse • Power Dry

DELUXE
• Under Car & Side Blaster

• Pre-Soak Cleaner • Wheel Cleaner
• Bug Cleaner • Triple Foam Super Soap
• Bug Scrub • Surtime Premium Wash

• High-Pressure Wash
• Guardian Gold Surface Sealant

• Clearcoat Protectant
• Spot Free Rinse • Power Dry

EXPRESS
• Pre-Soak Cleaner 

•  Surtime Premium Wash
• Clearcoat Protectant • Power Dry

$16.00
Single
Wash

$36.99
Monthly

Unlimited

$13.00
Single
Wash

$8.00
Single
Wash

$29.99
Monthly

Unlimited

$17.99
Monthly

Unlimited

Season Presenter

ONE-ACT PLAY FESTIVAL
October 14-17, 2021
Bradenton Kiwanis Theater
Manatee Performing Arts Center

TEN-MINUTE PLAY FESTIVAL
June 9-12, 2022
The Jane B. Cook Theatre
Asolo/FSU Center for the Performing Arts

STUDENT TEN-MINUTE
PLAYWRITING FESTIVAL
February 5 and 6, 2022

For more information,
call 941-799-7224 or visit
www.theatreodyssey.org/purchase-tickets

Bringing plays to life

Tears and laughter. Spine-chilling and heart-warming.
An exciting season of new short plays is coming to a stage near you!

ENCORE
Listen to Theatre Odyssey’s 
Encore three radio theater 
festivals free of charge at 
www.theatreodyssey.org/
encore

Executive Producer



Come Join The Fun!
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Announcements From The UF/IFAS 
Manatee County Extension Service!

The following is a listing of the October 2021 upcoming events pre-
sented by the University of Florida/IFAS Manatee County Extension 
located at 1303 17th Street West in Palmetto. To register for any of 
our webinars, events, and nature tours please visit our Eventbrite 
page at https://www.eventbrite.com/o/ufifas-extension-manatee-coun-
ty-8304772301 or call (941) 722-4524 for assistance.

October 2nd 8:00 am - 1:00 pm
2021 Master Gardener Volunteer Fall 
Plant Fair 
 Affordable plants grown by our Master 
Gardener Volunteers. Houseplants, Orchids, 
Vegetables, Herbs, and more! Please select 
a ticket from one time frame only. This 
will help ensure everyone an opportunity to 
shop and purchase plants. Cash or personal 
check only. All proceeds from this event 
go to the operation and maintenance of the 
Master Gardeners’ Educational Gardens and 
Greenhouse, and to support Master Gardener 
educational and outreach programs. Register 
for one time slot on the UF/IFAS Extension 
Manatee County Eventbrite. 

October 7th 11:00 am (Virtual Class)
Palms 101
 Master Gardener Volunteer Amy Stripe 
provides an overview of palm species 
suitable for Central Florida. Learn the 
best palm selections for our climate and 
conditions, planting and maintenance tips, 
and answers to frequently asked questions. 
Register at: https://ufl.zoom.us/j/91243420649?p
wd=V24zbytac2FheCtnOHo2NGFXdzJYZz09

October 9th 11:00 am
Palms Tour at Extension Office
 Tour the Extension grounds with Master 
Gardener Volunteer Amy Stripe to learn 
palm species, characteristics, and suitability 
for Central Florida landscapes. Limit 12 
participants. Free. Register on the UF/IFAS 
Extension Manatee County Eventbrite.

October 16th 9:00 am
Rye Preserve Tour
 Take a hike through upland habitats along 
the beautiful Rye Branch and learn about 
Florida’s native plants, natural history, and 
early settlement of the area. Suitable for all 
ages. Register on the UF/IFAS Extension 
Manatee County Eventbrite.

October 23rd 11:00 am - 1:00 pm
Happy Houseplants!
 Join us for a fun, in-person, hands-on 
Houseplant class where you will learn all 
about the art and science of successful 
houseplant care. After the workshop 
you can walk away with your very own 
beautiful, easy-to-grow plant in a sub-
irrigated container. $35 per person/plant. 
Strict limit of 20 participants due to 
limited supplies. Register on the UF/IFAS 
Extension Manatee County Eventbrite.

October 27th 2:00 pm (Virtual Class)
Rose Growing in Central Florida! 
 MGV Tom Eckert covers Florida-
Friendly practices for growing roses, 
with emphasis on what has worked in our 
rose demonstration garden and roses that 
perform well in Central Florida. 
Register at: https://ufl.zoom.us/meeting/register/
tJEqceuvrTooH9KQOBgR-Zn6wVbRMxxzyLHj

October 30th 9:00 am
Perico Preserve Tour 
 Explore one of Manatee County’s newest 
preserves and learn about Florida’s native 
plants, how they benefit wildlife, and how 
they can be used in the home landscape. 
Learn about the wide variety of ecosystems 
on display and how the preserve was 
transformed into what it is today. Suitable 
for all ages. Register on the UF/IFAS 
Extension Manatee County Eventbrite.
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Rachel McGinnis, Leo&Lucky’s

October Events at Leo&Lucky’s
Saturday, October 9th – By appointment – Anesthesia-Free Doggy Dental Cleanings
Saturday, October 9th – 1:00 to 3:00 pm – Low Cost Vaccines Mobile Pet Hospital
Saturday, October 23rd – 1:00 to 3:00 pm – Low Cost Vaccines Mobile Pet Hospital
Saturday, October 30th – By appointment – Anesthesia-Free Doggy Dental Cleanings
  Call 941-776-0770 to schedule a doggy dental cleaning
Saturday, October 30th - Super Sample Saturday Sponsored by Open Farm

Pet Safety around Halloween Doesn’t Have to be Scary!
 Halloween is such a fun time of year for humans and animals alike. 
While it’s fun to dress your four-legged friends up for the occasion, there 
are several concerns about safety when it comes to pets. The Pet Poison 
hotline says they receive a 12 percent increase in calls during Halloween. 
Read on to learn how to protect your pets!

Safe Storage / Unsafe Foods
 Pet owners should store all candy in a safe place, well out of a dog’s 
reach, as well as securely covered for any cats in the home. If you have 
children of trick-or-treating age, be sure they know the rules about keep-
ing candy off the floor and away from pets. Pets don’t always know the 
difference between candy and its wrapper. Wrappers can become bowel 
obstructions, sometimes requiring surgery, not to mention the unpleasant 
side effects of vomiting and diarrhea from eating foreign foods. 
 Most people know that chocolate is not great for dogs. As little as ounce 
could sicken a 50-lb dog. Dark chocolate and baking chocolate are more 
dangerous than milk or white chocolate, and chocolate-covered raisins 
contain ingredients that are poisonous to both dogs and cats. Macadamia 
nuts are another potentially deadly food for pets. 
 Xylitol is a sugar-free sweetener that is present in some mints, gum, 
and candy that is toxic to pets. Keeping pets away from sugar-free treats in 
general is a good idea, as even small amounts of xylitol can be problematic, 
and it’s present in many foods that are touted as “sugar free.”

Costume Care
Many pet owners love to dress their pets up for Halloween, and we abso-
lutely love seeing pets in their costumes! Ensure that costumes do not have 
any small parts a dog could chew, swallow, or choke on, and only leave a 
costume on a pet while they’re under supervision. Puppies in costume are 
particularly notorious for chewing costumes to shreds, so keep a very close 
eye on the young ones! Never use a coloring product on your pet to try to 
dye a pet’s fur or skin. These products are not meant for pets and can cause 
allergic reactions, or worse.

Keep Pets Calm and Happy
If your pet isn’t extremely comfortable around lots of people, it’s best to 
keep them away from party guests or trick-or-treaters as the commotion, 
noise, and unfamiliar looking costumes can stress out even the most mel-
low pet. Handing out candy in your driveway or on a front porch so that 
trick-or-treaters don’t continue to knock or ring the doorbell is a good idea. 
If you know Halloween is a stress trigger for your pet, ask us about prod-
ucts to help keep them calm and happy.
 Have a happy (and safe) Halloween season!

NOW OPEN!!NOW OPEN!!

Parrish Bait & Tackle Parrish Bait & Tackle 
Shop Located at Parrish Shop Located at Parrish 

RV & Boat StorageRV & Boat Storage

Monday - Friday: 9:00 am to 6:00 pm
Saturday: 8:00 am to 4:00 pm
Sunday: 9:00 am to 3:00 pm

Full tackle shop plus 
marine and RV supplies

12155 US Hwy 301 North12155 US Hwy 301 North
Parrish, FL  34219Parrish, FL  34219
941-776-1290941-776-1290

www.Parrish-Storage.comwww.Parrish-Storage.com
parrishstorage@reagan.comparrishstorage@reagan.com

Across from Parrish Post Office
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Specialized Dental Care for Infants, Children & Adolescents
Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

Friendly Dental Team
State-of-the-Art Technology, Software & Equipment

Themed Rooms for Your Child’s Enjoyment
Digital Radiographs

Sedation Options Available
Participates with Most PPO Insurances

Mention theParrish Village Newsto receive a FREEDental Exam forKids Under2 Years Old*!*offer valid for patientswithout insurance

Time to Review Your

Is your current
Medicare Plan

 working for YOU?

Independent
Agent

SHERRY KELLY
863-333-2994

skellyFLAgent@gmail.com FB.me/SherryKellyFLAgent

MEDICARE
O P T I O N S

Choose Face-to-Face or
Virtual Consultations

Get Answers to Your 
Medicare Questions

Let’s find what Works 
Best for YOU - Together

ANNUAL
ELECTION

PERIOD

OCT 15
-

DEC 7
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News from Barbara Harvey Elementary School

 Third grade had a great time using the Scientific Method in The Great Cookie Dunk experiment.

All of the students who 
participated in our Summer 
Learning opportunity got to 
celebrate with dancing and 
doughnuts.

Some of our teachers were replaced 
by a few fun librarians who opened 
classroom libraries to third grade.

First grade had an ARRRRRSOME time learning like pirates 
for Talk Like A Pirate Day.

Second grade celebrated 
having their own special, 
unique, style after reading 
Gooney Bird Greene. 

Some of Mrs. Baucom’s students 
had some fun with our dramatic 
play centers.

K i n d e r g a r t e n 
had a great time 
on their Color 
Transformation 
Day!
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How Can it Be October 
Already?

Leslie Wells.

 This month the market continues to 
be a mixed bag of tricks and treats!  
Sellers are still in a sweet spot as 
appraisals are now matching up with 
sales prices on a regular basis. Just 
last week I heard two appraisers make 
comments about the unbelievable real 
estate appreciation they’re seeing. If 
you’re thinking of selling your home, 
great news---it may never be worth 

more than it is today. But, then again, who knows in this wild market!
 For buyers, it’s more of tangled web. Some are taking a step back, 
realizing their dollars are not going as far as they did a year ago, even with 
the interest rates remaining low. Bidding wars have created mass fatigue. 
Those in the first-timer category are continuously getting bumped out by 
seasoned buyers with stronger credit scores or more cash to work with. 
Though some buyers are willing to buy sight unseen, with no inspections, 
no other contingencies and paying at the top of their budget, traditional 
buyers worry nightmarish repairs might be right around the corner and they 
make a hard pass. Eeks! 
 Perhaps the most frightening aspect of the homebuying experience may 
rest with your choice of an agent. Do you really know who you’re dealing 
with? We’re beginning to see agents 
from North Orlando to South Miami 
work our local area. As realtors, 
our Florida license permits this, but 
it can be ill advised. No one agent 
can be an expert in every region. 
For the best results, Buyers and 
Sellers should seek the advice of 
agents who live and/or work in their 
designated market every single day.  
They need an agent who can explain 
“risk vs reward” specific to the area. 
Agents who have a stellar reputation 
for service and local knowledge are 
always the safest bets!
 It’s anyone’s guess how long 
these market trends will continue. 
For now, keep buckled up and grab 
a pumpkin spice latte. We’ll keep cruising into fall with vigor! 
A few updates-
 Our office move has become a bit trickier than we anticipated, but as 
we tell our clients, always anticipate delays. We are now hoping for a 
November/December opening but will keep you updated as we know more. 
Keep checking our website for progress reports.  
 Proud momma moment---though even if she wasn’t my daughter, I would 
be so proud to have her as part of our team! I am talking about Madison 
Wells, super star agent, who was recently named one of 5 REALTORS 
to watch, under 40, Class of 2021 by the REALTOR ASSOCIATION OF 
SARASOTA MANATEE. Congratulations Madison on being recognized 
by your peers for your achievements in real estate!!

$444 value

Initial Consultation, 
Examination, and 
Xrays

Your Community Chiropractor

We are excited to have the pleasure to meet the members of 
our community and be able to impact the health and wellness 
of your family and friends. It has always been my goal to make 
our community healthy with an evidence-based approach to 
conservative health care. My wife Tamara, my three daughters (Lillian, 
Lola, and Evelyn), and myself are excited to become a big part of this
great community in Parrish. Our mission is to help others fully recover
and advance to their optimum level of health and wellness.

Dr. Edward Johns D.C.

12353 US-301 N. Parrish, FL
941-933-1500 

www.nrchiropractic.com

$67
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After All These Years

 Remember the Paul Simon song from the 1970s? I am reminded of it when 
I think of the founding of Theatre Odyssey in 2005. The idea was to produce 
new, original but short plays—ten-minute ones. And to encourage local writ-
ers. And local actors by assuring them they would be paid something for 
their labor. When we announced the first Ten-Minute Play Festival for the 
spring of 2006, respect-
ed members of the local 
theater community said 
we might be crazy. Who 
would want to see a ten-
minute play?
 That first festival sold 
out. Seven years later, 
we created a second ten-
minute festival, this one 
for local high school 
students. Another seven 
years passed, and we in-
troduced a one-act play 
festival, soliciting plays 
from all over the United 
States to premiere in Florida. It took a pandemic to stop the third one-act 
festival, but it is coming back this October at the Bradenton Kiwanis Theater 
at Manatee Performing Arts Center. For all these years, audiences have been 
generous in supporting this crazy idea.
 Four plays will be produced in each of four performances from October 
14 through 17. The playwrights are all award winners, and hail from New 
York City, Chicago, and Burlington, Vermont. The Best Play is decided by 
three prominent theater professionals and is announced at the end of the per-
formance on the last day of the festival. The author receives $500 but we 
have found more important to them is the prestige of their work being judged 
the best. Read about the plays, the playwrights, the casts and the directors 
by visiting www.theatreodyssey.org. Spend some time reading the history of 
Theatre Odyssey as it begins its 17th season. And buy a ticket to this festival 
if you like. Tickets are $26 each with special student pricing at $12 for those 
with a valid student identification. At this writing, the company expects to 
follow the safety recommendations of both the Bradenton Kiwanis Theater 
and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
 For the last year, the company produced radio theater to keep everyone safe. 
And it recently introduced Theatre Odyssey Encore, placing all its radio the-
ater for free listening online at www.theatreodyssey.org/encore. The decision to 
share the work in this way was an easy one. As Michael Bille, Theatre Odys-
sey’s President put it, “For sixteen years, this company has engaged audiences 
with short, original, innovative storytelling on stage and has nurtured both new 
and experienced playwrights and talented performers. It has created an oppor-
tunity for the playwrights of the future with its student playwriting festivals. 
The work of the company has been both inspirational and aspirational. But this 
last year of pandemic forced the company to seek another way to produce plays 
and it created three festivals of radio theater. So, consistent with our mission, 
we share what we can, for free, with anyone who has access to the internet.”
 Still crazy after all these years.

by Tom Aposporos, Founder, Theatre Odyssey

From Theatre Odyssey’s Second One-Act Play Festival, 
Casey Murphy attempts to berate Donna Gerdes in Lois 
Diamond’s GROWL, directed by Ann Morrison. Photo 
courtesy of Theatre Odyssey.

“We’re in your neighborhood.”
Climate Controlled Units

Non-Climate Drive Up Units
Flexible Terms & Accommodations

Moving Supplies
24 Hour Access

Monday - Friday: 9:00 am to 6:00 pm
Saturday: 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
Sunday: 11:00 am to 3:00 pm

Located behind C&K Smokehouse

Locally owned and managed.
Variety of sizes to fit all needs and budgets.

12123 US Hwy 301 North 941-479-7877
Parrish, FL 34219 parrishstorage@Reagan.com

Sales - Parts - Service
Need trailer repairs?

Hitchin Trailers is here and ready to help you 
with trailer service & repair needs.

941-721-8050
711 US Hwy 301

Palmetto, FL 34221

We’ll hook you up!

• Bearing & brake service
• Wiring issues & light checks
• Maintenance
• Ramp repairs

• Axles
• Jacks
• Parts replacement
• Boat trailer repair
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Parrish Fire District Remberance
20th Anniversary of the
September 11th Attack

Look No Further...

Is Here!

Custom Cabinetry & Granite Counter Tops
Flooring All Hard Surfaces

Tile-Backsplash-Shower Tile
Finish Trim Work

Painting
Custom Pavers

Decking
Pressure Washing

Specializing in Kitchens and Bathrooms
Established since 1986

Stephen Woodland
941-776-8068
941-445-1251

woodysdesigns1@yahoo.com

WOODY’S DESIGNS

Email: info@ellentondiscountpharmacy.com Website: ellentondiscountpharmacy.com

Now Offering Covid Testing!

 In commemoration of the 20th Anniversary of the September 11th, 2001 
terrorist attacks, we gather each year to honor the innocent lives lost and 
the bravery of so many in New York City, Arlington and Shanksville on the 
horrific day, etched in the minds of all that witnessed the evil acts of cowardly 
terrorists that day.
 On this year’s day of remembrance as with the past 19 years, your Manatee 
County Emergency Services, Legislators and Elected Officials made the enduring 
promise and vowed to ‘Never Forget’.
 At both events held this year, this was the message for all in attendance, to show 
that these fainthearted acts did not weaken us as a country but only strengthened 
our resolve and commitment to one another as the greatest country in the world.
 The Manatee County Chiefs Association in conjunction with the Emergency 
Services Committee want to thank our Business Partners for their continued 
commitment and support of our Memorial Site, along with all of the citizens and 
families that came out to recommit to the ongoing effort to never forget all of the 
sacrifices made that day while restoring our American Patriotic Pride.
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Booking A Fishing Charter!!

Capt. Jason Prieto

For charter information
contact Capt. Jason at

813-727-9890 or
www.steadyactionfishingcharters.com.

Captain Jason Prieto is a native resident of Tampa and has fished Tampa Bay and its sur-
rounding waters for the past 20 years. He is owner and operator of Steady Action Fishing 
Charters which is based out of lower Tampa Bay. To book a charter, you can reach him at
813-727-9890 or www.steadyactionfishingcharters.com. If you would like to catch him 
on Facebook go to @steadyactionfishingharters, Twitter @captjasonprieto, Linkedin @
jasonprrieto, Instagram @steadyactionfishing charters or Instagram @captjasonp.  Capt. 
Jason is Regional Director of the Florida Guides Association.  Come join us in the fun.

 I have been guiding full time for 17 years in Tampa Bay and called this area 
home my entire life. Growing up fishing this area, I have watched the growth in 
Tampa Bay and the guide industry grow beyond anything I ever imagined. Before 
Google and other search engine companies most people would book a guide based 
on a referral, a TV fishing show, radio, or featured magazine article. Typically the 
guide featured on TV did something good in the industry or came highly recom-
mended. This made booking a fishing charter a lot easier and you know what you 
were getting into. Nowadays the average joe typically looks for a fishing charter on 
the internet and quickly becomes more confused than when they started, due to the 
amount of pop up ads, reviews, and booking referral sites. It becomes downright 
confusing. I am hoping this article will give people a better understanding of what’s 
fake and what’s real, what questions to ask, and what answers to look for. While 
everyone on the internet may seem like the “best thing around,” there is a difference 
between most.
 Make sure the guide you choose is licensed and insured…… While this seems 
like a standard, it’s not. Ask for the Coast Guard license number. This is required 
for anyone to run a charter and take any type of payment. Believe it or not, people 
are doing charters illegally quite often. It has become so much of a common is-
sue, The Florida Wildlife Commission has been cracking down on it. Also ask 
about insurance. Although it is actually not required by the state, do you really 
want to go on a charter to the open water if they don’t have any type of insurance? 
Chances are if the Captain is cutting corners by not having insurance, he or she is 
probably doing the same with the equipment or boat. The key is to have a great 
day of fishing, but more importantly, get back to the dock safely.
 You also want to make sure what you see on the website is what you are going 
to be offered when you show up to the dock. This goes for gear, boat and cap-
tains… Seems simple but I see it every day.
  Reviews are the next big thing to watch closely…. While reviews seem like 
a great way to judge your trip, not all are as advertised. It’s a great starting point, 
but not all of the reviews are real. Read through a few, then make a call and talk 
to the captain directly. Ask all the questions mentioned here and see if he fits what 
you are looking for in the charter. If you don’t feel comfortable on the phone, you 
probably will have the same feeling on the boat. Guides are not the same and some 
may not be the right fit for you. That doesn’t make them a bad guide, it just means 
that they might not be right for your particular fishing trip requirements. 
 Pricing is usually one of the first questions that pop up. While this should be asked 
and considered in choosing your fishing charter, remember you are going on the wa-
ter and a Captain that is that much cheaper than everyone else is cutting costs some-
where. Most charters should run around $50 +/- of one another, as this is an expensive 
business. Remember, you want to have a great time but also make it back safely.
 This next point is a huge problem and growing by the day. That would be book-
ing referral sites. These are typically companies that have mass marketing dollars 
and try to run the small guys out of town. They make their money by referring 
the guide that pays them the highest referral, not by who is the best guide for you. 
Most guides that use these are new to the industry or just do it to make a boat 
payment, not for a career. Not all but most. If you see someone you like on one of 
these sites, do yourself a favor and find their website directly and contact them. 
You will find better results this way. I also recommend just to not use booking 
referral websites at all. You will be better off.
 Another great tip is to leave a message and give the Captain you want to book an 
opportunity to call you back. While we try to answer the phone most of the time, if 
we are a popular Captain, we are usually on the water with limited service or help-
ing our customers for the day. I personally always call back and if you are asking 
a series of questions that require time, I’ll typically ask if we can chat when I get 
back to the dock and can take the time to answer the concerns and questions. We are 
typically one man operations and it’s a little hard to catch every call from the boat.
 Tampa Bay is a great city to visit and offers a bunch of things to do including 
some great fishing. Hopefully someone reading this will better understand what 
to look for in a fishing charter in Tampa Bay and will be more prepared for the 
charter. If you are interested in a fishing charter, I would be glad to answer any 
questions you may have and hopefully earn your business. My cell is 813-727-
9890 or email captjasonp@gmail.com. Tightlines!
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Simple Question That Could Change Your Life?

 If you could wave a magic wand, how would your life change? What 
would it look like? Take some time to really think about this, and don’t 
hold back. There are no boundaries or limits. If you ask one simple ques-
tion, it can open up a lot of possibilities. Are you ready? 
 Open up a journal and write down everything that comes to you. Dream 
big and be specific. Just get it down on paper. 
 This is a deceptively simple exercise that holds great power. All of the 
beauty we’ll ever require is already inside us, but we need reminders (like 
this exercise) to see the truth about ourselves and our lives. Through it, we 
realize how similar or different our lives are today compared to what we 
ultimately want. When we acknowledge our deepest wishes, we can find 
ways to achieve them. When we allow ourselves to dream, we invite magic 
into our lives.
 Dreaming about your perfect life is also healing. You can lift your spir-
its and create the life you’ve always wanted. Think of a little girl playing 
in her make-believe castle. She is blissful and joyous. Although the castle 
may not be real, her dreams certainly are.
 Many years ago I was a single mom of three small children living on 
welfare and scared as to what my future would hold. I had lost my job and 
gone through a horrific divorce and the pain was horrible to endure.
 I was invited to a New Year’s Eve party that my girlfriend was having 
for our close-knit circle of friends. As each of us arrived, we were given a 
small piece of paper and instructed to write down our dreams for the New 
Year. When we finished, she told us to fold the paper several times, and we 
taped them all to a bottle of wine. 
 Jackie picked up the bottle and set it outside under the moonlight. At 
midnight (when most fairy tales start to get interesting!), we stood around 
our “bottle of dreams” and said a prayer. Then we opened it and toasted 

each other, intending that all of 
our wishes would come true. 
 Here is what I wrote that fate-
ful evening:
Empowered, centered, strong, en-
ergetic, loving, compassionate! 
Full-speed ahead, I’m arriving in 
my purpose of inspiring people to 
break free of fear, resentment, and 
anger so that they can live their 
dreams. I will do this by being 
fully present and connected with 
others. I will be a facilitator to 
encourage women to tell their stories, and in turn, major shifts will occur 
in their lives—and my own. 
 Fear is gone. Unconditional love surrounds me, my family, and my 
friends. I listen to my intuition and my authentic self. I am the healthiest that 
I have ever been, and I am financially sound. My family is secure, close, and 
connected. I am at peace and continue to grow every day. I love my life!
 When I wrote that, I never thought it would come close to really hap-
pening. But from that tiny seed of a dream, a beautiful new life took root 
and grew.
 Sometimes, I know now, we are too afraid to dream, even on paper. We 
are afraid of opening that door. But when we acknowledge our dreams, we 
can create the blueprint to reach them.
 I learned to dream, and I also learned to live that dream with a hand 
outstretched to the universe. In other words, I wasn’t clinging with white 
knuckles to a specific outcome, nor did I let myself get too attached to my 
description of how things would work. It’s important to realize that when 
we wave our magic wands, events might not unfold in the exact way we en-
vision them . . . yet they will manifest. If we can find the courage to dream, 
we can find the courage to trust in the ultimate outcome, too.
 It has been years since I wrote that, and my dream is still unfolding. 
I’ve discovered that when a dream blooms into fruition, anything is pos-
sible. That prompted me to dream again—a bigger, richer, more beautiful 
dream. One realized vision leads to another; and this incredible cycle is 
more intoxicating than any drug, drink, or aphrodisiac.

About Michelle
 Michelle Phillips is a leading authority in the beauty and wellness indus-
tries who has worked with some of the most powerful and talented celebs in the 
world of entertainment.
 Her popular Beauty Segments airing on TV shows across the country focus on 
improving a woman’s self-esteem and the latest in beauty, health, and wellness.
 Michelle is a well-known women’s empowerment coach and best-selling 
Hay House author who has shared her message 
on speaking tours such as “The Power of Wom-
en” with Shark Tank’s Barbara Corcoran, and 
actress/entrepreneur Suzanne Somers as well as 
The Hay House “I Can Do It Tour” with inspi-
rational icons Wayne Dyer and Louise Hay. 
 Michelle continues to touch the lives of 
thousands of women with her inspiring and 
dynamic wisdom providing them with power-
ful self-esteem tools of transformation; a trans-
formation to not just Look amazing but to BE 
amazing! To learn more about Michelle, log on 
to her website: www.MichellePhillips.com

by Michelle Philips
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The Parrish Civic Association welcomes our new and returning members!

 The Parrish Civic Association has been going strong for over 30 years. In the beginning, it accomplished a really significant thing for Parrish - 
helping to establish the Parrish Fire Department. This has had so much importance to Parrish. After all these years, the Parrish Civic Association 
is still working hard for the common good of the community: organizing the Parrish Heritage Day Festival, helping with the Parrish Children’s 
Christmas Party for needy children and families, developing Overlays to the Manatee County Comprehensive Plan and the Village, hosting the 
Parrish Hometown Christmas and Membership Appreciation events, bringing important programs to PCA meetings during the year, and currently 
working with the Parrish Arts Council on cleaning up the corridor along 301 from CR 675 to Moccasin Wallow Road. We still have work to do 
including bringing more parks and community improvements to Parrish.
 Help us out in this effort by joining the Parrish Civic Association in 2021. Form is on page 56. Clip one of them out, complete it, enclose a check 
and mail it in today! Help your community continue the efforts! 

Join the Parrish Civic Association for 2021

Thank you for your support!

Justin McDonald
Mike & Ruth Morgan

PCA Resident Supporter
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$3995$3995

“WELCOME TO PARADISE”

SALES AND RENTALS
Ellenton Office: 941-729-2381

Holmes Beach Office: 1-800-237-2252

HOLMES BEACH OFFICE
5201 Gulf Drive

Holmes Beach, FL 34217

ELLENTON OFFICE
Ellenton Plaza, 945 25th Drive East, Suite 10

Ellenton, FL 34222

VisitAParadise.com

MOBILE HOMES NEEDED FOR SALE OR LEASE
LICENSED REAL ESTATE AGENTS AND

MOBILE HOMES SALES PERSONS NEEDED

$55,000
Spacious 2/2 double wide, many upgrades, great ac-
tive senior community, converted lanai adds additional 
living space, mostly furnished, beautiful patio area, 
large side yard, a must see!
Carol Nims 413-475-4768

New Listing

$30,000
Immaculate, upgraded 2/2, prestigious community, all new 
plumbing, new water heater, new sub floors and flooring, 
new vinyl siding in 2009, newer A/C, partially furnished.

Jann Mink 941-779-6098

240 Gladiolus Street, Anna Maria, FL 34216

$45,000
Spacious 2/2 single, new A/C in 2019, new kitchen 
flooring, fans and shed, pet friendly up to 25 lbs, nice 
screened porch, low lot fees.

Carol Nims 413-475-4768

New Listing

$1,300,000 NEW LISTING!
Dreaming of owning an island cottage or building a 
spacious vacation, investment or forever home in 
paradise?  Then look no further!  This extra large 
lot is on the north end of Anna Maria Island and is a 
block away from the sand and waters of Bay Front 
Park overlooking Tampa Bay.  The luscious tropical 
landscaped lot has a 2 bedroom, 2 bath home and a 
super large, detached garage, great for boat and/or 
RV storage.  Renovate or teardown, this property has 
endless possibilities.  The home is walkable distance 
to Anna Maria’s eclectic shops, restaurants and the 
City Pier.  And the sugar sand beaches and turquoise 
waters of the Gulf are just a few blocks away.

Helen Ross 941-524-8214 Al Pollock 941-524-6639

New Listing
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NOW OPEN!

    Physical Therapy, Aquatics, Wellness
    New Patients and Walk-Ins WELCOME
    UV LIGHT PURIFIED A/C
    State of the Art WELLNESS EQUIPMENT
    Most INSURANCES Accepted, Call for Information

    Monthly GYM MEMBERSHIP
    INSURANCE PROGRAMS
    Our INDOOR POOL Is Open
    Aquatic Therapy for “Healing Waters of Parrish”
    Water Aerobics & Aqua Zumba classes Available

“Hello, my name is Brandon Diaz”

FALL SPECIAL  *JOIN FOR $1*  GUIDANCE FOR STRENGTH TRAINING, CARDIO, AND NUTRITION

I am 19 years old and never thought I would go to a gym. I thought people who went 
to the gym had huge muscles and shredded abs. Then my therapist suggested that I 
try physical activity. I walked into the Parrish Anytime Fitness and was greeted by 
Bill. Bill would become my trainer and a conduit to better myself both physically 
and mentally. I met the other staff members who have always been nothing but 
kind. It felt really good getting stronger. I hope this helps to give you the strength 
to keep moving and keep pushing. Brandon Diaz

• 24/7 access to over 700 virtual fitness classes
• State-of-the-art equipment
• 24/7 secured facility
• Access to over 4,000 clubs worldwide
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COLDWELL
BANKER

REALTY
jaarnes@tampabay.rr.com

sarasota-bradentonhomes.com
8334 Market Street

Lakewood Ranch, FL  34202

Parrish Professionals networking group meets on the 3rd Thursday of each month at Beef 
O’Brady’s in Parrish, and we welcome your participation. For more information, visit our website: 

www.ParrishProfessionals.org or call Jackie Felix 941-504-2376. 
Parrish Professionals: “Connecting lives one referral at a time”

A Second Home for Your Family Pets

8800 Erie Lane, Parrish, FL    941-776-1094
www.shagri-lapetresort.com

Complimentary
Second Opinion

New patients
always welcome
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St. Mary’s Baptist Church
Erie Road

Parrish, Florida 34219

Reverend Fletcher Lawson, Jr., Pastor
941-776-3723

Fellowship Alliance Church
5735 69th Street East

Palmetto, Florida 34221
Phone: 941-723-9593

www.FellowshipAllianceChurch.com
 Sunday School - 9:30 for all ages

Sunday Services - 10:45 AM
Wed. Eve. - Dinner 5:30 PM - $3 per person

Bible Study - 6:00 PM
Prayer Time - 7:00 PM

North River Church of Christ
13885 U.S. Highway 301 North

Parrish, Florida 34219
(941) 776-1134

www.nrchurchofchrist.org
mail@nrchurchofchrist.org

Sundays
Bible Classes (all ages) . . . . . 10:00 AM
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . .11:00 AM
Evening Worship . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 PM

Wednesdays
Bible Classes . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:00 PM

Audio Sermons Available
“Our passion is pursuing God’s Word and His Glory”

EMMANUEL BAPTIST CHURCH
OF PARRISH

8305 Highway 301 North
Parrish, Florida 34219

Church Office - 722-0218
Dr. Scott Douglas, Pastor

Sunday Services
9:15 AM....................Sunday School
10:30 AM ......................................Worship

Tuesday
9:30  AM. . . . . . . . . . . Women’s/Men’s Bible Studies

EVERYONE WELCOME!
(Nursery Provided)

First Baptist Church of Gillette
3301 Moccasin Wallow Road

Palmetto, Florida 34221
(941) 722-1937

contactus@gillettefbc.org
www.gillettefbc.org

Sunday Service
Sunday School - 9:30 AM

Children’s Worship - 10:30 AM
Worship Service - 10:30 AM

Everyone Welcome!  (Nursery Provided)

Harvest Field
Community Church

Where you can count on Christ!
Non-denominational

Bible based - Christ centered

7710 121st Avenue East, Parrish, FL

Bible Study 7:00 PM each Wednesday

“Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore to
send out workers into his harvest fields.”

Mat. 9:38 NIV

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church

11915 82nd St E
Parrish, FL 34219

941-776-2568

Rev. James W. Berrien, Pastor

WE SAY YES TO CHRIST!!!!!!

Back to the Word Church
Pastor : Dr. Jim Parker

310 Bougainvillea Cir., Parrish, FL 34219
118 S. Winter Cir., Avon Park, FL  33825

941-773-7081

Sabbath Services:
Saturday at 10:30 AM - Parrish, FL

Saturday at 7:30 PM - Avon Park, FL

Worship Services
10:00 AM
Sundays

Nursery available

Casual dress, warm fellowship
Music is a combination

of contemporary and hymns

Pastor:
Rev. Terry L. Cary - 941-725-4150

www.harvestfieldcc.org

BETH ISRAEL
The Jewish Congregation of Sun City Center

1115 Del Webb Blvd. E.
Sun City Center   (813) 634-2590

SHABBAT SERVICES   FRIDAY EVENING AT 7:45 PM
TORAH STUDY   SATURDAY AT 12 NOON

Rabbi: Philip Aronson     Cantor: Dr. Sam Isaac
Email:  FellowshipAllianceChurch@gmail.com

Small Groups - call Church Office for times

Come Check Us Out

Everyone Welcome - Casual Dress
Service Time:

Sunday 10:00 AM
www.westcoast-church.com

11750 U.S, Highway 301
Parrish, FL 34219
(941) 776-2422

5525 Fort Hamer Road
Parrish, FL 34219

941-803-4722

casual atmosphere - engaging music
biblical teaching - fun kids/students programs

For more information, 
including service times, visit:
www.gonorthriver.org

North River
     Apostolic Church
          of Jesus Christ

3914 US 301 N
     APOSTOLIC in doctrine
               PENTECOSTAL in experience

941-723-9693

St.	  Mary's	  Episcopal	  Church	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  (Iglesia	  de	  Santa	  Maria)	  

1010	  24th	  Ave	  W	  
Palme;o	  FL	  34221	  
(941)722-‐5292	  

Holy	  Eucharist/	  Santa	  Eucaris,a	  

The	  Episcopal	  Church	  welcomes	  you!	  
La	  Iglesia	  Episcopal	  le	  da	  la	  bienvenida!	  

The	  Rev.	  Glen	  Graczyk,	  Priest	  
The	  Rev.	  William	  de	  la	  Torre,	  Sacerdote	  

	  
Wednesday/	  Miércoles	  
	  	  Holy	  Eucharist	  and	  Healing	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  9:30	  am	  
Grupo	  de	  Oración	  y	  Alabanza	  	  6:30pm	  	  

Sunday/	  Domingo	  
	  	  	  Rite	  II	  (Contempory	  	  language)	  	  	  	  	  	  	  7:45	  am	  
	  	  	  Rite	  II	  (Contemporary	  language)	  	  10:00	  am	  
	  Santa	  Eucaristá	  	  (Español)	  	  	  1:00	  pm	  
	  

Wednesday
6:00 PM . . . Bible Study/Prayer/Children/Youth

Website:  ebcparrish.org
Email:  office@ebcparrish.org

2nd Friday each month - Friday Night Coffee House - 7 to 10 
PM.  The coffee house offers:  praise music, a featured artist or 
group (genre varies from month to month), open mic and free 

refreshments

Parrish United 

Methodist Church 
Connecting people with the life-changing  

power of Jesus Christ 
 

Check out our online worship service  
and in person worship times  

at www.parrishumc.com 
 

12180 Highway 301 North 
Parrish FL 34219 
(941) 776-1539 

 

Parrish Episcopal Church
Where all are welcome!

Holy Communion
Sunday 10:00 AM

St Thomas Chapel @ DaySpring
Episcopal Conference Center

8411 25th Street East
Parrish Florida 34219

Visit on the Web at 
ParrishEpiscopalChurch.org
cfleming@episcopalswfl.org

www.stmaryspalmetto.com

Sunday Worship
10:00 am - Indoors
Visit us at peacepcusa.com 

or Peace PSCUSA Facebook page.

12125 71st Street East (PO Box 195)
Parrish, FL 34219

941-776-1533
www.firstbaptistchurchofparrish.org

Church12125@verizon.net

Sunday Services
  
Sunday School..........................................9:45 am
Morning Worship..................................11:00 am
Evening Worship..................................6:00 pm
Children’s Ministry......................................6:00 pm

941-776-1395   www.faithlutheranfl.com
  

Sunday Divine Service 8:00 &10:30 am 
& Adult Bible Study 9:15 am

Wednesday Divine Service 5:00 pm & 
Adult Bible Study 3:30 pm

GriefShare Support Group Mondays 
@ 6:30 pm resuming October 4th

Rev. Patrick Poock

Reinvigorate Your Faith in 2021

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH – LCMS

9608 US 301 N., Parrish, FL 34219

St. Frances X. Cabrini
Catholic Church

12001 69th Street East, Parrish, Florida 34219
941-776-9097

Daily Mass 8:30 AM
Saturday Mass 4:00 PM

Sunday Mass 8:00 AM & 10:15 AM
Confession Saturday at 2:00 PM

Watch all Masses online www.sfxcparrish.com
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October Blood Drives

Friday, October 1, 2021: 12:30 PM-3:30 PM, Palmetto Library, 923 6th St. W, 
Palmetto
Friday, October 1, 2021: 7:30 AM-11:30 AM, Tropic Isles Mobile Home Park, 
3100 10th St West, Palmetto
Monday, October 4, 2021: 9:00 AM-3:00 PM, The Tides RV Resort, 6310 
Bayshore Road , Palmetto
Saturday, October 9, 2021: 10:00 AM-3:00 PM, Lake Trevesta Club, 6120 
Trevesta Place, Palmetto
Tuesday, October 12, 2021: 10:00 AM-4:00 PM, Central Jail, A14470 Harlee 
Road, Palmetto
Thursday, October 14, 2021: 10:00 AM-2:00 PM, Manatee School for the Arts, 
700 Haben Blvd, Palmetto
Thursday, October 14, 2021: 1:30 PM-5:30 PM, Parkwood Square Shopping 
Center, 8915 US 301, Parrish
Thursday, October 14, 2021: 8:30 AM-12:30 PM, Veranda Springs, 9286 Sucia 
Circle 3, Parrish
Friday, October 15, 2021: 10:00 AM-2:00 PM, Manatee School for the Arts; 700 
Haben Blvd, Palmetto
Sunday, October 17, 2021: 9:00 AM-2:00 PM, Holy Cross Church - Palmetto, 505 
26th Street West, Palmetto
Monday, October 18, 2021: 8:00 AM-2:00 PM, Piney Point MHP, 8600 29th Ave 
East, Palmetto
Saturday, October 23, 2021: 10:00 AM-4:00 PM, Ellenton Premium Outlets, 5461 
Factory Shops Boulevard, Ellenton
Sunday, October 31, 2021: 11:30 AM-6:30 PM, Anna Maria Oyster Bar - 
Ellenton, 1525 51st Ave E, Ellenton

• Specializing in Medicare plans only
• Local in Parrish and in business since 2006
• Part D 
• Medicare Advantage 
• Medicare Supplement/Medigap
• Servicing FL MI OH TN TX AZ NY
• Contracted with all of the top carriers
• There is never a fee to use our service
• Annual Election Period (AEP) Oct 15th -Dec 7th 

 TAMMI LOPEZ
Licensed Independent Health Insurance Agent

Navigate Medicare with ease…

 Call to speak to an agent today! 
www.mwiallc.com

tlopez711@yahoo.com
941-259-8282 Office
941-981-9956 Fax

Not connected with or endorsed by the U.S. government or the federal Medicare program. 

MID-WEST
INSURANCE AGENCY
NAVIGATE MEDICARE WITH EASE
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 “PAC will support local artists and cultivate an artistically inspired community.”
PAC is dedicated to building and enriching the community through the ARTS.

The Parrish Arts Council is a 501(c)3 non-profit serving Manatee County and the surrounding region since 2013.

by Nancy White, 
Parrish Arts Council

Exhibitions
 The “Watercolors & Photog-
raphy” exhibition is a collection 
of artwork by Sally Wooldridge 
and Steven White. The exhibition 
is at the ComCenter at Lakewood 
Ranch from August 26 to October 
30th. To check out the exhibition, 
please stop by during normal busi-
ness hours. Artwork is for sale by 
the artist unless noted otherwise. 
Thank you to the ComCenter at 
Lakewood Ranch for hosting the 
“Watercolors & Photography.”
 The “Reflections” exhibition 
is our annual Photography Com-
petition. “Reflections” is cur-
rently at the Rocky Bluff Library 
until October 30th. If you have 

suggestions for next years theme, please send us an email. Stop by during 
their normal business hours to see the awesome and talented local artists.  
Artwork may be purchased by contacting the artist. Thank you to the Rocky 
Bluff Library for hosting and Foto Dono for jurying the exhibition!

Call To Artists
 Holiday Exhibition is for our Members. The exhibition will be juried 
and 10 - 12 pieces of artwork will be selected to exhibit at the Rocky Bluff 
Library.  Our theme is Fall / Winter Holidays as the exhibition will take place 
from Oct 30th to Jan 8th, 2022. We are accepting entries through Oct 10th.  
This is open to all members. All artwork must be wire hung ready and original.  
 PAC Artfully Angels card collection! We are in full steam ahead with cre-
ating and collecting handmade and photography cards to donate to Greenbrier 
Rehab & Nursing Center. Thank you to the artists that have participated in the 
wonderful community project. We are planning to create quarterly and a spe-
cial Holidays project. Join us on Oct 23 @ 6pm as we will be getting together 
to create cards specifically for the Holiday. We’ll be meeting at the Boy Scouts 
- Camp Flying Eagle in Bradenton. Bring the supplies you want to use to make 
the cards and anything you want to share with the group. RSVP’s are required.  
For more information check out our website.

Save The Date
 ArtConversations! - The October ArtConversations will be working on 
the Artfully Angels Holiday cards. Visit our website for more details.

Call To Members
 We are currently in need of volunteers to help with writing our PVN article, up-
dating our website, and a board secretary.
 We have so many talented members so don’t forget to share your artwork and 
your works in progress on our Facebook Page and Instagram.
 We are always looking for artists, volunteers, and sponsors that want to partici-
pate, learn, share and network with other artists and art enthusiasts. If you are inter-
ested, please contact the Parrish Arts Council at getinvolved@parrishartscouncil.org.

Artist’s Tip of the Day
 Remember - drawing small or large items in nature can be fun and it’s free. Be 
sure to add your tips to our Facebook Page. If you have any subjects you’d like to 
get tips on, ask us on Facebook or email us at getinvolved@parrishartscouncil.org.

Members Benefits
 There are many advantages to becoming a member of the Parrish Arts 
Council. Opportunities to exhibit, ArtConversations!, sharing knowl-
edge, meeting other artists, and keeping art in the community to men-
tion a few. Members also enjoy free or discounted participation in art ac-
tivities throughout the year. Single PAC Adult Memberships are $25 and 
single PAC Youth Memberships are $15 with both being annually, January 
through December. More information regarding membership may be found 
on our website: parrishartscouncil.org

News
 3rd Annual East2West 
Art Market Our annual 
Art Market is just around 
the corner on November 
20th and 21st. Artist, don’t 
forget to get your applica-
tions. The booth spaces are 
12x12, indoors and start at 
$125 for a 2 day opportu-
nity! Only one month left 
to apply.  You can find the 
artist application on our 
website under Activities 
then East2West Art Market. 
Local artists will have their 
artwork on sale and on dis-
play. If you’ve not attended 
before you are missing out on the local tenants and fun. We have some pretty 
spectacular artists in the area. Paintings, photography, ceramics, hand made 
cards, stained glass and much more. More information and the application is on 
our website https://www.parrishartscouncil.org/east2west-art-market  Thank you 
to Bradenton Area Arts & Culture, Acupuncture and Herbal Solutions, ArtCenter 
Manatee, Parrish Village News, Pinch-A-Penny and Teez by Design for being 
event sponsors. If you want to support the ARTS and be a sponsor for our event, 
contact us or check out the sponsorship levels on our website.

October ART Challenge 
 October’s Art Challenge theme is “Fall Colors”. What will you create with 
the Fall colors? What colors do you consider Fall, maybe some oranges and 
browns or are you thinking more of bright oranges and reds! We’d love to have 
you post your work in progress and completed artwork on our Facebook page 
and tag #parrishartscouncil on Instagram. Express and share your creativity. We 
are looking forward to see what everyone shares. For more information, check 
out the Call to Artist link on our website parrishartscouncil.org. If you have an 
idea for a future challenge, contact us, getinvolved@parrishartscouncil.org.

Card by Nancy WhiteCard by Nancy White Card by Sue Lynn CottonCard by Sue Lynn Cotton
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Trivia Answers can be found
on page 52.

SUBSCRIPTION FORM FOR SUMMER TRAVELERS
I would like to subscribe to the Parrish Village News for:
______ months starting with ______ @ $2.00 per month

Total: $_____________

Please send my subscription to the following address:

Name:  _______________________________________

Address: ______________________________________

City, State, Zip Code: ____________________________

Enclose your check and mail this form to:
Parrish Village News

P. O. Box 257
Parrish, FL  34219

SUBSCRIPTION FORM
I reside out of the newspaper mailing area.

I would like to subscribe to the Parrish Village News for:
____1 year @ $24 per year    ____2 years @ $45 total

Please send my subscription to the following address:

Name:  _______________________________________

Address: ______________________________________

City, State, Zip Code: ____________________________

Enclose your check and mail this form to:
Parrish Village News

P. O. Box 257
Parrish, FL  34219# Clip and Mail#Clip and Mail

October is one of this Editor’s favorite 
months. I’ve always enjoyed Halloween 

and dressing up in fun costumes and 
usually October brings cooler weather. 

Test your trivia below on what else 
October is famous for......

1. What is October’s birthstone?
2. What are October zodiac signs?
3. What is the October flower
4. What is the Anglo-Saxons’ name 
for October?
5. What is the Saxons’ name for 
October?
6. What’s the name of the first full 
moon in October?
7. Who was the world-famous Indian 
political and spiritual leader born on 
October 2, 1869?
8. Which meteor shower can be seen 
in the northern hemisphere between 
October 6th and 10th?
9. Which meteor shower can be seen 
in the northern hemisphere between 
October 2nd until early November?
10. What’s the origin of Bavarian 
festival Oktoberfest?
11. What’s the origin of Halloween?
12. Which popular restaurant opened its 
doors in the UK on October 1, 1974?
13. What kind of car went on sale for 
the first time October 1, 1908?
14 Which country was founded by 
Mao Zedong in October 1, 1949?
15. This artificial 82 km waterway 
canal that connects the Atlantic Ocean 
with the Pacific Ocean was handed 
over to its country after 70 years of 
American control in 1979. What’s the 
name of this canal?
16. In October 3, 1863 President 
Abraham Lincoln issued a proclamation 
designating the last Thursday in 
November as what holiday?
17. Which engineer and inventor was 
born in Central Bridge, New York on 
October 6, 1846?
18. What great tragedy erupted in 
Chicago on October 8, 1871?
19. Which famous musician/song 
writer was born on October 9, 1940?
20. What was established on October 
13, 1884 that became the universal 
time from which standard times 
throughout the world are calculated?
21. Which German philosopher is best 
known for stating, “God is dead,” and 
for his prediction in the late 1800s, 
“There will be wars such as there have 
never been on Earth before.” was born 
on October 15, 1844?
22 What was the name of the largest 
one-day drop in stock market history 
on October 19, 1987?
23. What did the American Telephone 
and Telegraph Company achieve on 
October 21, 1915?
24. Which painter who also became a 
fine sculptor, engraver and ceramist 
was born in Malaga, Spain on October 
25, 1881?

Interesting October Dates in Florida History
October 3, 1990 - Florida record store owner Charles Freeman is found guilty 
of obscenity, for selling 2 Live Crew rap records. And on October 20th, 1990, 
three members of 2 Live Crew were acquitted on obscenity charges.

October 23, 1973 - 19 year old American tennis star Chris Evert retains her 
WTA Tour Championship at Boca Raton, Florida; beats Nancy Richey Gunter 
6-3, 6-3 in the final. 

October 25, 1971 - Walt Disney World was officially dedicated by Roy O. 
Disney on this date. The October 25th dedication was the culmination of a 
three day dedication ceremony which included a 1,076-piece marching band 
performing down Main Street, performances by the World Symphony Or-
chestra, and a filmed T.V. special starring Bob Hope. Tens of thousands of 
visitors showed up for the three day dedication, including celebrities, the 
Disney family, and Florida Governor Reubin Askew. President Nixon had 
even planned on attending, but canceled last minute due to security reasons. 
Although the park opened its doors to the public on October 1, Disney want-
ed a month to work out any issues before the official opening. EPCOT Center 
opened on October 1, 1982.

October 26, 1997 - World Series Baseball: Florida beats Cleveland Indians, 
3-2 in Game 7 at Pro Player Stadium, Miami for Marlins first-ever title; MVP: 
Florida pitcher Liván Hernándeze.

October 27, 1810 - The United States annexes West Florida from Spain 

October 15, 2011 - Legoland Florida (the world’s largest Legoland theme 
park) opens in Winter Haven.

1 International Coffee Day  
1 International Day of Older Persons  
1 National Black Dog Day  
1 National Fire Pup Day  
1 National Homemade Cookies Day  
1 National Poetry Day  
1 International Music Day
2 International Day of Non-Violence 
2 Mahatma Gandhi Birthday 
3 National Unity Day
4 National Child Health Day 
4 National Golf Lovers Day 
4 World Animal Day
5 National Do Something Nice Day 
5 World Teachers’ Day
6 National Coaches Day 
6 National Walk and Bike to School Day 
6 World Cerebral Palsy Day
7 Navaratri Begins
7 National Depression Screening Day 
9 National Chess Day
9 Leif Erikson Day
9 Curious Events Day 
10 National Cake Decorating Day 
10 National Hug a Drummer Day 
10 World Mental Health Day
11 Indigenous Peoples’ Day 
11 International Day of the Girl Child  
12 National Savings Day 
13 Metastatic Breast Cancer Awareness Day 
 13 National Fossil Day 
13 National Stop Bullying Day 
14 National Dessert Day 
15 Global Handwashing Day 
15 Remembrance Day 
16 National Boss’s Day 
16 World Food Day
17 National Pay Back a Friend Day
18 Health Care Aide Day 
18 National Chocolate Cupcake Day  
19 National New Friends Day 
19 National Pharmacy Technician Day 
20 International Sloth Day 
20 World Osteoporosis Day “
21  Back to the Future Day 
21 National Apple Day 
21 National Pets for Veterans Day 
22 International Stuttering Awareness Day 
23 National Pit Bull Awareness Day 
23 Slap Your Annoying Coworker Day
24 National Bologna Day 
24 United Nations Day “
25 International Artist Day 
25 National Mother-in-Law Day 
26 National Pumpkin Day
27 National American Beer Day 
27 National Black Cat Day 
 27 Navy Day
28 National Chocolate Day 
 28 National First Responders Day 
 28 National Immigrants Day
29 National Breadstick Day  
29 National Cat Day 
29 National Internet Day 
29 National Oatmeal Day 
29 World Psoriasis Day “
30 National Candy Corn Day 
30 National Checklist Day 
30 National Text Your Ex Day”
31 Halloween 
31 Magic Day 
 31 National Caramel Apple Day



 With Veteran’s Day fast approaching, the men and 
women that serve(d) our great nation are once again 
on our minds. Most of us have hired Veterans in our 
roles as Human Resource professionals, but how many 
of us actively target Veterans to fill open requisitions? 
Other than being socially responsible, there are many 
reasons to consider building hiring initiatives that cre-
ate pipelines of Veteran and Military Spouse candi-

dates. One of which is your P&L and recruiting budget.
 Based on our research, most companies are unfamiliar with a Depart-
ment of Labor program that incentivize employers to hire Veteran and non-
Veteran target groups that have historically faced barriers to employment. 
The Work Opportunity Tax Credit (WOTC) program rewards companies 
with tax credits up to $9600 per Veteran hired. There are no caps to the 
number of Veterans a company can hire in a year and no caps on the as-
sociated credits earned. Because these are “credits” and not deductions, the 
credits earned are dollar for dollar returns to your P&L. 
 Let’s face it, we’ve all been asked at one time or another, to find money 
or trim costs. Imagine if you hired just ten Veterans in a year with an av-
erage tax credit of $5400. That’s an additional $54,000 of found money. 
Could that help your recruiting budget? Could that fund an additional em-
ployee or save one? 
 My bet is, you’ve not only hired Veterans in the past, but probably 
have unknowingly hired employees from other WOTC target groups. Un-
fortunately, you can’t file in arrears for those hires, but you can put things 
in place to ensure you don’t lose future credits. WOTC is a government 
program and of course it comes with deadlines and requirements that have 
to be met in order to claim the tax credits.
 Fortunately, there are companies that specialize in helping you with the 
paperwork so you maximize the credits earned. VTC Veteran Tax Credits 
is one such company that offers a turnkey solution that is quick and easy 
to implement. It combines a software platform that takes you from sourc-
ing to credits with an easy to use applicant tracking system.  It also gives 
you access to source Veterans that are looking for their next career and are 
pre-certified for the tax credit. The VTC software will process the required 
paperwork for all target groups including the non-Veteran groups with the 
appropriate governmental agencies on your behalf.  They take the mystery 
and headache out of collecting these valuable credits.  To find out more, 
visit their website at https://veterantaxcredits.com.  

Source: Craig Washburn
 As an HR Professional and the daughter and former wife of a military 
vet, HR Pros, LLC supports the hiring and helping of our US veterans from 
around the country.

 Deb Sutton is the founder and CEO of HR Pros, LLC located in 
Parrish, FL. Her HR practice includes HR Consulting, Recruitment 
and Hiring Projects and Career Coaching. debsuttonhrpr@gmail.com.  
www.hrprosllc.net.  941-776-0996 business phone.

Hiring Veterans is an Excellent 
Way to Honor Those Who 
Fought to Keep Us Free

sports bar I full clubhouse I avaIlable for weddIngs banquets, events & tournaments      
membershIps startIng as low as $1.00 I aqua range I lessons avaIlable

Become a member for a day! Or a lifetime!
Call for Tee Times (941) 723-0500 

or visit GOLFTHEMOC.COM to book online 
Located just seconds off  of  I-75 and I-275

 in Palmetto at exit 229 
Just 30 minutes from St. Petersburg, Tampa and Sarasota  

Tee off  on this newly renovated championship course featuring TifEagle greens and 
Celebration Bermuda tees and fairways. Experience why The Moc is becoming 

“one of  the best golf  facilities in the Tampa Bay area.”

GOLFTHEMOC.COM

@GOLF THE MOC

#GOLFTHEMOC
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We Find you the
Best Coverage

for the Best Price...



Answers to October Trivia
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1.  Opal
2. Libra and Scorpio
3. Marigolds
4. The Anglo-Saxons’ name for October 
was Winterfylleth, with its name contain-
ing the words for winter and full moon 
respectively.
5. The Saxons had a name for October, 
too. Theirs was Wyn Monath, which trans-
lated into “wine month” because it was the 
time of the year for making wine.
6, The Hunter’s Moon
7. Mahatma Gandhi
8. Draconid Meteor shower
9. Orionid meteor shower
10. Prince Ludwig of Bavaria held a festi-
val to celebrate his marriage with Therese, 
the princess of Saxony-Hildburghausen and 
the event has been held since 1810.
11. The celebration’s origins go all the 
way back to the Gaelic people of mod-
ern-day England, Scotland, and Ireland, 

who celebrated the festival of Samhain.
12. McDonald’s
13. Henry Ford’s Model T
14. The People’s Republic of China
15. Panama Canal
16. Thanksgiving Day
17. George Westinghouse. He developed air 
brakes for trains and was later responsible 
for the adoption of alternating current (AC) 
systems for electric power transmission in 
the U.S. He was also the first employer to 
give his employees paid vacations.
18. The Great Fire of Chicago
19. John Lennon
20. Greenwich Mean Time
21. Friedrich Nietzsche
22. Black Monday
23. The first transatlantic radio voice 
message was made by the American 
Telephone and Telegraph Company from 
Virginia to Paris.
24. Pablo Picasso

Saving Land for People and Nature
 At Conservation Foundation of the 
Gulf Coast, we envision a future where 
the human and natural worlds of South-
west Florida flourish together. Working 
with landowners, businesses, govern-
ment, and the community, we save land, 
forever, preserving those special natural 
lands that shape our cultural heritage, 
make our region extraordinary, and our 
quality of life superb. 
 As an accredited land trust, we pur-
chase natural areas, hold land conser-
vation agreements and educate for re-
sponsible land and water stewardship 
in Manatee, Sarasota, Charlotte, Lee, 
and Collier Counties. To date, we have 
protected more than 18,300 acres across 
47 properties. This adds up to nearly 29 
square miles of conserved land that pro-
vides for kids and grown-ups, wildlife 
and waterways. 
 All land trusts have their own unique 
mission and criteria for saving land tai-
lored to the needs of the community 
they serve. At Conservation Founda-
tion, our four main conservation crite-
ria are protecting shoreline and water 

by Conservation Foundation of the Gulf Coast 
access (both freshwater and saltwater), 
conserving habitat for imperiled wild-
life, connecting conserved lands, and 
providing unique public access. Not 
every piece of land should be saved, 
and not every piece of land should be 
developed. By focusing our efforts on 
these specific criteria, we are able to be 
strategic in our efforts and save land of 
the highest conservation value. In Man-
atee County, we have protected a num-
ber of properties meeting these criteria, 
including the recent conservation of 
Myakka Headwaters Preserve and Felts 
Audubon Preserve.
 In October 2020, we permanently 
protected 363 acres at the headwaters 
of the Myakka River in Myakka City. 
The newly named Myakka Headwa-
ters Preserve is next to the 2,300-acre 
Flatford Swamp which is the river’s 
largest forested wetland. At the head-
waters, seven creeks converge into 
one river, and the clear-flowing water 
allows the creek bottoms to support 
submerged aquatic vegetation which 
are unable to grow in sunlight-blocked 

blackwaters found else-
where on the Myakka. 
 This preserve is home 
to an exceptionally rich 
diversity of wetland 
plants and wildlife in-
cluding tupelo and red 
maple, threatened or-
chids and airplants, and 
lowland loosestrife, 
a Florida-endangered 
flower found in twelve 
counties and no place 
else in the world! Ad-
ditionally, the longleaf pine flatwoods 
in the uplands are home to the gopher 
tortoise - a keystone species essential to 
the survival of many other species. 
 Protecting the headwaters is critical 
to safeguarding the waters downstream. 
We are grateful for the Myakka River 
Land Fund of the Manatee Community 
Foundation for protecting these rare 
lands for people and nature. Our quality 
of life depends on it.
 In the summer of 2020, Felts Audubon 
Preserve was permanently protected. 
Conservation Foundation worked with 
Manatee County Audubon Society and 
the community to raise the funds needed 
to protect this 29-acre property forever. 
The Manatee Fish & Game Association 
created a matching grant challenging the 
community to help, the Floyd C. John-
son and Flo Singer Johnson Foundation 
made a leadership gift, and community 
members rose to the challenge.

 The property is a public-access pre-
serve serving the greater Manatee Coun-
ty community with walking trails and 
bird-watching opportunities throughout 
a mixture of habitats including basin 
marsh, pine flatwoods, and mesic ham-
mock. The spectacular Painted Bunting 
is the signature bird at Felts Audubon.
 In 2020, we also partnered with 
Manatee Fish & Game Association to 
advocate for a referendum to create a 
dedicated funding source for land ac-
quisition in Manatee County. Jointly, we 
educated voters on how this referendum 
would protect the critical and irreplace-

able land and water in their County and 
the positive outcomes it would create.
 When it came time to vote, a robust 
71% majority said YES to the Water 
Quality, Fish and Wildlife Habitat Pres-
ervation and Parks ballot measure that 
will provide ongoing funding for the 
“acquisition, improvement, and manage-
ment of land to protect drinking water 
sources and water quality, preserve fish 
and wildlife habitat, prevent storm water 
runoff pollution, and provide parks…”  
 Manatee County staff are now 
developing the criteria and process for 
citizens and landowners to nominate 
properties for acquisition and permanent 
protection. As long as the County 
Commissioners follow through on the 
people’s directives, this new funding 
program will ensure that Manatee 
County residents get what they voted 
for: more land and water protected 
for today and future generations. As 

a Manatee County 
resident, we urge 
you to contact your 
County Commissioners 
and ask them to 
ensure the successful 
implementation of this 
new land and water 
protection program.
 While not every prop-
erty can, or should be 
saved, landowners in 
Manatee County wish-
ing to sell their land for 
conservation or keep 
their land and sell a 

conservation easement, finally have a 
local funding source to help achieve 
their goals. Let us know if we can help! 
Contact Debi Osborne, Director of 
Land Protection at debi@conservation-
foundation.com or call 941-918-2100.
 To learn more about Conservation 
Foundation or become a part of our 
conservation community, visit us online 
at conservationfoundation.com. 
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Little Manatee River State Park, Wimauma, Florida

 Before I get into Little Manatee 
River State Park, I want to advise 
you to download the app “AllTrails” 
for all of your hikes. You can actual-
ly see where you are on the trail via 
GPS. My sister, Patty and I hiked 
Rye Preserve and were very thank-
ful for Alltrails as the trails there are 
not well marked. 
 Another reminder, always wear 
your bug spray, sunscreen, bring 
water and wear a hat. It is just too 
hot and too buggy in Florida not too. 
 Little Manatee River State park 
is close, convenient and absolutely 
gorgeous!! It is approximately 3 
miles and takes about an hour to 
hike it. You pass by the river, some 
beautiful swampy areas and then 
you come upon a pine forest. We use 
the entrance, they call it the North 
Entrance on the maps, right off US 
301 on the left, heading towards 
Wimauma/Ruskin/Sun City. There 
is ample parking and a drop box for 
your park fees, along with maps of 
the trails. Watch the trail signs and 

by Sandra Livingston
unless you want to do a much lon-
ger hike, don’t go over the bridge 
towards the primitive camping 
grounds. Another reason to down-
load All Trails. 
 We have seen evidence of hogs 
and heard some noises off in the 
distance, but have never seen one. 
There are many species of birds and 
bugs, occasionally there is a gator 
floating in the river and we have 
seen their tracks crossing the trails, 
as always while hiking, be mindful 
of your surroundings.

 Pets are allowed on leashes that are not longer than six 
feet in length. Bicycles are allowed too, we saw a gentle-
man on a unicycle one morning!! Now that was a rough 
ride!!
 The beginning of the trail can be muddy, so wear your 
old hiking shoes, they have replaced some of the wooden 
walk-overs recently.
 Get outside and enjoy the view!!
 For your safety, there are trail cams to monitor comings 
and goings. 
https://www.floridastateparks.org/parks-and-trails/little-
manatee-river-state-park
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Letter from the Editor
Another month raced by and here it is October. Halloween 

used to be one of my favorite holidays, but there aren’t many parties 
or fun events to go to this year. So fix yourself some pumpkin spice 
coffee, dress up in your favorite costume, and play some spooky mu-
sic on the stereo. We need to create the fun and joy where we can find 
it! There are a few trunk or treat events around and there may still be 
some trick or treaters out, so look on page 6 for some of those events 
in Parrish and watch out for little ghosts and goblins on October 31.
 Also, look on page 39 for an article on Theatre Odyssey. Yours truly 
is in the One Act called “Me Talking To Me.” Yes, I wear many hats....

In This Month’s Issue
 Exciting news from the Parrish Village News! We have had so 
much interest in our little local paper that I have had to increase the 
page count to 56. With that, I’ve had to move a few things around. For 
example you can now find the trivia, calendar and history information 
on page 50.
 The schools are mostly on their original pages; Virgil Mills Ele-
mentary (Page 12); Buffalo Creek Middle School (Page 24), and Bar-
bara Harvey Elementary School (Page 37) and Parrish Community 
High School (Page 14). Don’t miss Iris’ article about the history of the 
Parrish Fire District on page 18. 
 Parrish recently lost one of our long time residents when Joel 
Whidden passed away. Look for an article on page 9 about his life 
here in Parrish. He was a big part of the community for all of his life 
and we will miss him! 
 And of course, you can still find the articles on endangered 
plants and animals by the Plant man, the continuing series about 
Parrish Playworks, and upcoming events at the Library and Florida 
Railroad Museum.  
 In the interest of saving money (we are a Not-For-Profit 
organization, after all) I heavily purged the mailing list. If you had 
to get this copy from your cousin that lives in Parrish and really 
need to start receiving it again, send me an email at pvn@pcafla.org 
and I will give you details for purchasing a subscription to get you 
back on the list.

Are You Really Reading the PVN?
 Congratulations to Ruth Morgan who successfully located Minkey 
on page 2 leaning against the map. She has been trying for a few 
issues now, so I’m glad she won! Ruth and her husband Mike are 
now the newest members of the Parrish Civic Association! And I 
again received several emails encouraging me to keep the “monkey 
business” going, so look again this month for “Minkey” in the pages 
of this issue. The first person who sends me an email identifying his 
location, gets a free membership to the PCA for one year... 
Read on and good luck!!

October 2021

Tami Vaughan
Editor/Publisher

Parrish Village News
pvn@pcafla.org

941-776-8222

Parrish Civic Association
Parrish Village News

Name ___________________________________________

Address __________________________________________

City, State, Zip____________________________________

Phone No. ______________________________________ 
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1. WHY SHOULD I JOIN AND PAY DUES? 

Ø MEMBERSHIP MAKES US STRONGER – AND NUMBERS MATTER!  
Ø EVERYTHING WE ACCOMPLISH AS THE PCA COMES FROM MEMBERS WORKING 

TOGETHER FOR THE BETTERMENT OF OUR COMMUNITY. 
Ø WITHOUT MEMBERS AND DUES, THE PCA IS LIMITED IN ACCOMPLISHMENTS FOR 

THE COMMUNITY. OUR VOICE BECOMES STRONGER IN WORKING WITH OUR 
COMMISSIONERS. 

2. WHERE DO MY DUES GO? 

Ø HELPS PUBLISH THE PARRISH VILLAGE NEWS. 
Ø HELPS US TO BE ABLE TO HOLD FAMILY EVENTS FOR THE COMMUNITY 
Ø HELPS US BE ABLE TO WORK WITH COUNTY, STATE, AND FEDERAL ENTITIES FOR 

OUR COMMUNITY 
Ø HELPS US GET THE WORD OUT TO THE COMMUNITY THROUGH WEBSITE 

(www.pcafla.org), MAIL, ELECTRONIC MAIL, FACEBOOK, AND OTHER MEANS OF 
ADVERTISEMENT. 

3. WHAT DO I GET FOR MY DUES? IS IT WORTH IT? 

Ø AN OPPORTUNITY TO WORK WITH US IN OUR ENDEAVORS TO MAKE OUR 
COMMUNITY A BETTER PLACE TO LIVE AND ENJOY. 

Ø VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES IN HOLDING EVENTS, SPECIAL MEETINGS, AND 
WORKING WITH COMMUNITY LEADERS ABOUT THE GROWTH IN PARRISH. 

Ø COMMUNICATING WITH YOUR NEIGHBORS INFORMING THEM  ABOUT 
UPCOMING ITEMS AND GETTING THE WORD OUT TO ALL OUR NEIGHBORS. 

Ø LEARNING LEADERSHIP SKILLS. 
Ø BECOMING A PART OF A GROUP OF PEOPLE WHO ONLY WANT THE BEST FOR 

PARRISH AND SURROUNDING COMMUNITIES. 

BBEECCOOMMEE  AA  MMEEMMBBEERR  ––  BBEE  TTHHEE  VVOOIICCEE!!  




