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by Mimi Sheffer
 The Anna Maria Oyster Bar has been a 
staple in the Parrish-Ellenton community 
for 18 years. It offers indoor and waterfront 
patio dining and a semi-private room that 
can be booked for private parties. The vibe 
is “a casual seafood restaurant experience 
with a beach feel, reminiscent of our early 
days on the Anna Maria Island Pier,” 
according to their website. 
 The AMOB, as it is commonly 

known, serves 
“more than just 
oysters”, offering 
a wide variety of 
seafood dishes 
as well as soups, 
salads, sandwiches 

Business Spotlight: Anna Maria Oyster Bar
and delicious specialties, such as the 
“Slammin’ Salmon” options.  
 Owner John Horne started as a waiter 
and loved the restaurant industry so 
much, he decided to go into business 
for himself. After obtaining a degree 
in business from 
Clemson, he made 
that dream a reality 
and opened his first 
AMOB location 
in 1995. Now the 
AMOB has four 
different locations 
– the Bridge Street 
Pier in Bradenton 
Beach on Anna 

Please see Community CONTINUED ON PAGE 28

A Community On Track
 As we are wrapping 
up  2021, Parrish Civic 
Association has had a busy 
year full of wonderful ideas 
and new goals going into 
2022. The PCA is focused 
on growth, both business 
and individual, increased 
community activities to get 
to know your neighbors and 
kicking off breaking ground of 
the Parrish Community Park 
and Downtown Parrish. Here are some of 
the major new exciting changes for 2022:
 Website: The PCA would like to extend 
a huge shout out to Brian Deckard with 
Deckard & Company for his tireless work 
on our new website. This revamping is being 
done as part of our growth initiatives for 
2022. We want the Parrish Civic Association 
website to be a ONE STOP SHOP for all the 
current and new residents moving into the 
area. The website will have local business 
directories, event calendars (think food truck 
stops, yard sales, HOA events), volunteer 
opportunities, upcoming PCA events and 
online access to the Parrish Village News 
past issues. Deckard & Company will also 
be working on our social media platforms to 

by Jennifer Hamey

help spread the work of upcoming events 
to keep everyone informed. Please take 
a moment to “Like” our Parrish Civic 
Association page on Facebook as we are 
going to begin having contests with prizes 
each month to help with community 
interaction and involvement!
 Meeting Location: We would like to 
also give a huge shout out to both Parrish 
Methodist Church and Leslie Wells 
Realty for coming through each month to 
help provide a place to have the Parrish 
Civic Association meetings each month. 
It has been a struggle finding a permanent 
location that has enough room for the 
meetings, until now! Parrish Community 
High School has graciously provided the 
PCA use of the High School Media Room 
for all of our meetings as a PERMANENT 
meeting place. Beginning with January 
18, 2022, all PCA board meeting will be 
held here. Our meetings are open to the 
public and are held on the third Tuesday 
of every month (except for July) at 6:30 
p.m. We would love for you to join us and 
share your thoughts about Parrish!

December 11th
4:00 PM - 8:00 PM 
Parrish Hometown 
Christmas and Tree 

Lighting
 The Parrish Civic Association will once 
again be presenting the Annual Parrish Home-
town Christmas on the lawn in front of SouthState 
Bank at 12215 US 301 North. This is a Fun, Free, 
Family event. There will be Santa, Snow Slide, 
Entertainment along with Food Trucks and The 
Christmas Tree decorating contest.
 Santa and Mrs. Claus along with Sparky 
will be arriving at 4:15 p.m. by fire truck, com-
pliments of the Parrish Fire Department. There 
will be photo opportunities with Santa until 6:00 
p.m. The Grinch will also be on hand and will be 
available for photos from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
Bradenton Area Arts & Culture has graciously 
donated the stage for the day so at 5:30 p.m. head 
on over to the stage to check out amazing perfor-
mances by Parrish Playworks, Tampa Voices of 
Celebration, Palmetto Community High School 
Jazz Band, PCHS Drumline and PCHS Choir. 
There will be many activities for the kids includ-
ing an arts & crafts tent, snow slide and snow 
hill, petting zoo donated and provided by Second 
Chance Ranch and story time hosted by Early 
Learning Coalition (they will also be passing out 
free books to attendees). Of course, all this fun 
and activity will certainly build up an appetite! So 
be sure to check out some dinner and snacks from 
our amazing food providers: Kona Ice, TK Grill, 
and Godfather Cannoli.
 In addition to our above-listed In-Kind do-
nors, the Parrish Civic Association would like to 
give a huge thank you to all of our sponsors:
 Santa Claus Level: Gamble Creek Village, 
Neal Communities, Jennifer L. Hamey, Esq.
 Silver Bells Level: Ashore Realty, Amanda 
Alligood with Wagner Realty, Forza Child Devel-
opment and Parrish Charter Academy
 Mistletoe Level: FP&L, S&S Electrical 
Supply 
 Without all of the amazing business dona-
tions, provided both as in-kind and cash, events 
like this would not be possible. Please remember 
to keep your business local!

Please see AMOB CONTINUED ON PAGE 28



Parrish Village News PAGE 2

Parrish Village News

Official publication of the
Parrish Civic Association,
a non profit corporation.

P. O. Box 257
Parrish, FL 34219
pvn@pcafla.org

Tami Vaughan
Publisher and Editor

Volunteer Staff

Contributors
Mimi Sheffer

Business Spotlight

Savitri Brant
Contributing Writer

Christiana Capo
Contributing Writer

Cookie Jordan
Contributing Writer

Sandra Livingston
Contributing Writer 

Cindy Mozeleski
Extension Service

James F. Morrison
Financial Advice

Rachel McGinnis
Leo & Lucky’s in Parrish

Norma Kennedy, Membership
norma.kennedy@verizon.net

Andrea Harkins
Motivational Blogger and Writer

Nancy White
Parrish Arts Council

Kari Brown
Quality Control

Leslie Wells
Real  Estate

Capt. Jason Prieto
Tightlines! Fishing

Ralph Bellrose
Travel 

Dr. Douglas Black
Vision News

This newspaper is printed by
Breeze Newspapers,

Fort Myers, FL
It is a non-profit newspaper

which is mailed for free
as a service to our community.

The Parrish Civic Association Working For You
 Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays to our amazing 
Parrish Community! There have been many changes 
over the last year with more to come in 2022. Various 
committees are being created to offset some of the endless 
work we have as the Parrish Civic Association board. 
Thank you to our board members and volunteers for 
your dedication, time and tireless support of Parrish and 
surrounding areas. We couldn’t do what we do without you!
 In 2022 the Parrish Civic Association will hold meetings 
at Parrish Community High School in the media room on 
the 3rd Tuesday of the month at 6:30 pm except for the 
month of July when there is no meeting. As always the public 
is welcome to join the PCA for any of the meetings. The 
board looks forward to seeing you and getting your feedback.
 The PCA is a volunteer 501C4 organization that 
functions on donations through PCA memberships, 
Parrish Village News advertising and event sponsorships. 
With the money collected we are able to advocate for 
Parrish and offer FREE community events such as the 
Parrish Hometown Christmas Tree Lighting (December 
11, 2021) and the Parrish Heritage Day Parade and 
Festival (March 5, 2022). Please join us for a minimal 
annual amount of $50 as a PCA Resident supporter 
or $100 as a PCA Business supporter. Support us in 
supporting YOU, the Parrish community.

Manatee County Redistricting
 Recently the Board of County Commissioners 
proposed maps for redistricting as required with the 
recent 2020 census. The new district map needs to be 
finalized by December 31, 2021. The BOCC narrowed 
them to the two maps shown on this page. The maps 

change the boundaries to accommodate the growth, 
particularly in District 1 and District 5. District 4 
Commissioner Misty Servia is hosting a series of town 
halls over the next couple of weeks to give citizens a 
chance to learn about the redistricting process, ask 
questions, and give feedback. All Manatee county 
residents are welcome to attend. No town hall or 
community meetings are currently scheduled for the 
largest districts affected, 1 and 5. 
 District 1 (Parrish) is the largest in area and will soon 
be the largest in population due to the planned growth 
with approved residential and commercial construction 
rapidly being built. Map A was proposed by the hired 
consultant and Map B by District 5 Commissioner and 
BOCC Chair Vanessa Baugh. The map will be decided 
and voted on around December 15th. 
 One of the more common remarks about the maps 
is the lack of consideration for the future growth and 
the school districts in the design. Recently, The League 
of Women Voters shared an open letter requesting the 
BOCC consider the school board maps as Maps A and B 
“do not reflect the spirit of Florida’s Fair District criteria” 
and questions commissioner Baugh’s motives in her 
proposed map. 
 The PCA is asking you to review the maps and 
share your thoughts with your BOCC commissioners: 
District 1 Commissioner, James Satcher at james.
satcher@mymanatee.org, At-Large Commissioners Carol 
Whitmore at: carol.whitmore@mymanatee.org and 
George Kruse at: george.kruse@mymanatee.org. Go to 
the County Corner page (Page 5) for more information 
on this and other county happenings.
 Any information about the Parrish Business 
Association will now be found on page 7. This 
information includes upcoming events, pertananant 
information and education. Check it out!

#PCAOneVoice
To join the PCA fill out the membership form below.

Parrish Civic Association

I wish to join the Parrish Civic Association. Here are my dues.
Mail to Parrish Civic Association: P. O. Box 257, Parrish. FL 34219. (Please print.)

Name _____________________________________________________________________________
Address ___________________________________________________________________________
City______________________________________________ State______ Zip ___________________
Phone No. _____________________________ Email Address _______________________________

(Information is for PCA use only. We do not give out or sell to outside parties.) 

Please check one:  o New Member o Renewal
 o $50.00 PCA Resident Supporter o $100.00 PCA Business Supporter

  Amount Enclosed $ _______________________________

by Gretchen Fowler, PCA President
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 Early in his career as a public 
speaker, Mark Twain was scheduled 
to deliver an address in Colchester, 
Connecticut. The event was well 
advertised with bills posted about 
town. The night of the event the au-
dience assembled in great anticipa-
tion of an evening of merriment and 
mirth.  But at the last moment Twain 
had to cancel and a temperance 
speaker by the name of Demshain 
Hornet was asked to step in and give 
his lecture on the devastating effects 
of strong drink.
 The audience, unaware of the 
change, gathered to be entertained 
by Mark Twain. No one in town had 
ever heard the humorist speak or 
seen him in person. They only knew 
him by reputation which was noted 
for generating contagious laugh-
ter with the most innocent remark.  
And with that they knew the evening 
would be filled with hilarity.
 With the exception of the chair-
man, even those on the platform 

were under the impression that 
Demshain Hornet was Mark Twain.  
Everyone knew that “Mark Twain” 
was a pseudonym so when the 
speaker was introduced as Hornet, 
they thought that was his real name.
 Hornet started off with a bang.  
“Intemperance is the curse of the 
country,” he proclaimed. When 
the audience burst into laughter, 
he looked around and checked his 
clothing. Was something amiss?  
The speaker went on, “Rum slays 
more than disease.” Again, laugh-
ter rang out in the room.  Perplexed, 
Hornet carried on. “It breaks up 
happy homes!” “It is carrying young 
men down to death and hell!” At 
that the room erupted in a roar of 
ruckus applause. When the speaker 
proclaimed, “We must crush the 
serpent,” there was an incredible 
explosion of laughter. In frustration 
Hornet insisted that he was speaking 
the gospel truth. By now the audi-
ence was bellowing with merriment 

by G.L. Donhardt, PhD
and Hornet was dancing about mad 
as … well … as mad as a hornet. 
 It was only when someone in 
the audience shouted out, “Go on 
Twain!” that the chairman realized 
the misperception and rose to clear 
up the confusion. Gaiety quickly 
morphed into embarrassment as the 
audience realized that Demshain 
Hornet was not Mark Twain. But by 
then, Hornet had openly expressed 
his distain labeling members of the 
audience as asses and idiots. The 
speaker stormed out of the hall soon 
to be followed by the audience slink-
ing to the exits in a more somber and 
sheepish mood. 
 As an addendum it should be 
noted that Samuel Clemens was no 
stranger to intemperance. In his later 
years he claimed he got his nom de 
plume from piloting river boats on 
the Mississippi. “Mark twain” was 
a measure indicating that the boat 
was safely in two fathoms of water.  
But those who knew him from his 

Never the Twain Shall Meet

Virginia City days claimed the nick-
name came from Clemens walking 
into a saloon and calling out to the 
barkeeper to mark twain – to bring 
him two shots of whiskey and chalk 
up two marks against his account on 
the wall behind the bar. 
 Clemens, William M. Mark 
Twain; His Life and Work, Clemens 
Publishing, San Francisco, 1892
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Welcome to County Corner. Here is the 
place to find what our county has been 
up to over the past month as well as 
what issues are pending and coming 
up in the near future! (BOCC stands 
for Board of County Commissioners)

PAST MONTH’S EVENTS
1. November 9, 2021:  Special Meet-
ing/Work session held by the BOCC.  
One of the issues brought forward was 
a letter presented by Vanessa Baugh to 
send to Governor DeSantis reflecting 
support by the BOCC of the special ses-
sion efforts to ban vaccine mandates. It 
was voted on and passed 6-1 with Reg-
gie Bellamy being the sole dissent.
 The BOCC also discussed the Con-
vention Center Expansion Capital Im-
provement updates. There will be a 
Sheraton hotel built next to the Con-
vention Center as well as enhancements 
to the center itself which is expected to 
bring in additional tourism tax revenue 
of $17 million over the next 20 years. 
The BOCC voted unanimously 7-0 to 
amend Ordinance 21-46 to add up to 
an additional $2 million for construc-
tion design of Convention Center and/
or Premier Campus.
 A discussion ensued regarding the 
need of additional radios for the sher-
iff’s department due to equipment fail-
ure causing safety concerns. Radios are 
four to five years old and should be get-
ting replaced to keep up with technol-
ogy. Because they have not at this point, 
equipment is cutting out and failing to 
work resulting in loss of communica-
tion between officers and communica-
tion hubs. The request was for about $3 
million dollars to secure purchase of 425 
new radios and maintenance needs. A 
further conversation took place in which 
it was determined that overall about $10 
million would be needed to address the 
equipment safety concerns. The BOCC 
unanimously voted 7-0 to give the sher-
iff department $10 million which will 
come out of the reserve funds. This 
would normally take away from other 
funding, however, Dr. Hopes indicated 
that he had conversed with a company 
regarding broadband needs for the coun-
ty, which was expected to be approxi-
mately $10 million, and determined 
they could do the services for about $3 
million. This freed up $7 million for the 
needs of the sheriff’s department.
 At this meeting, the redistricting was 
also discussed in greater detail. More 
information later in article. Maps can 
be seen on page 2.

2. November 16, 2021:  BOCC held a 
regular board meeting with several im-
portant issues being addressed:
 A. Legislative Platform: Here the 
BOCC worked to create about ten goals 
that they wish to speak to state legisla-
tion with when there is an opportunity 
to go to Tallahassee. This list of priori-
ties was due to Rep. Thomas Gregory’s 
office by November 17, 2021. The 
BOCC prioritized the list of the top 
three most important issues as there are 
time constraints in speaking with state 
legislation. The priority goals identified 
by the BOCC this year are Piney Point, 
Moccasin Wallow Road and funding for 
community based foster care.
 While not on the top three priority 
list, a lesser priority issue in the top ten 
concern bridges, and this specifically 
included Fort Hamer. Fort Hamer was 
constructed several years ago as a two 
lane due to Coast Guard perimeters and 
a lawsuit involving residents who did 
not want a four lane. However, it was 
constructed in a way to be able to build 
another two lane next to it. There are 
concerns about congestion but that cur-
rently seems to only be an issue during 
peak hours. However, there is concern 
about this congestion getting much 
worse as the construction in the area 
continues and people utilize that bridge 
more frequently to get to Lakewood 
Ranch and Southbound.
 B. Redistricting: The new census 
is required every ten years and so the 
district must do redistricting every ten 
years. It must be completed in an odd 
year and so this must be finalized by 
December 31, 2021. The BOCC has 
held several work sessions to-date with 
an aim of final approval by mid-Decem-
ber. There are proposed maps available 
at the libraries as well as online at the 
BOCC website. District 1 (Parrish is in 
this district) and District 5 are the coun-
ty districts that grew the most.
 During the regular board meeting, 
the drafts for redistricting were dis-
cussed. The first proposed Map A was 
created by the hired consultant. The 
second proposed Map B was proposed 
by Vanessa Baugh.  The third proposed 
Map C was proposed by Misty Servia. 
The BOCC discussed the options and 
determined that Maps A and C were 
very similar and voted to narrow the 
maps down to Maps A and B for con-
sideration. There will be additional 
meetings by the BOCC in an effort to 
further tailor a redistricting map for a 
vote mid-December. Public comments 
are being accepted for those looking to 

give opinions or objections. (See Page 
2 for visuals of both proposed maps.)
 C. The Parks and Natural Re-
sources: The Master Plan was approved 
under Resolution R-21-188.  The full 
presentation of the proposal can be 
found on YouTube under the BOCC  
special meeting held on November 9,  
2021. Kimley-Horn was retained to act 
as consultants and to develop a Profes-
sional Services Park and Recreation 
Open Space Master Plan.  The approved 
plan reflects a 15-year blueprint and 
projection using infrastructure sales tax 
and impact fees for both approved and 
pending projects which will be blended 
in with the Capital Improvement Plan 
(CIP). These will be reviewed yearly 
with the CIP. This plan was developed 
based on the priorities of stakeholders, 
demographics, trends in recreation and 
economic considerations.
 Parrish Community Park is spe-
cifically addressed on several maps 
throughout the Master Plan.  On Page 
38, Parrish Community Park is listed as 
a proposed park map.  On Page 44, Par-
rish has a proposed splash pad which is 
heavily desired in this area.  The Par-
rish Community Park is currently listed 
as an undeveloped park. 
 Parrish Civic Association continues 
to work endlessly in efforts to begin 
construction at the new park (across 
from the Parrish Community High 
School off Fort Hamer Extension/
roundabout area). At-Large Commis-
sioner Carol Whitmore has been ex-
tremely helpful and responsive in keep-
ing up with giving updates as requested 
and attempting to move the process 
along.  At this time Kimley-Horn has 
been hired by the county to work up 
a proposal outlining what will be in-
cluded in the park layout.  Additionally, 
the county continues to negotiate with 
FDOT to swap a portion of the land 
to be used for the park.  As concerned 
residents you are welcome to reach out 
to at large commissioners Carol Whit-
more at: carol.whitmore@mymanatee.
org, George Kruse at: george.kruse@
mymanatee.org, or our District 1 Com-
missioner, James Satcher at james.
satcher@mymanatee.org for continued 
updates and requests to move forward 
with this project for the community.
 D. Rattlesnake Key in Bishop 
Harbor: The state has approached the 
county about making this a state park. 
Senator Boyd has asked for the county 
to contribute $5 million towards pur-
chase from referendum funds (the refer-
endum that was passed by county voters 

to buy land for conservation.) George 
Kruse had concerns regarding the large 
percentage of funds to be used and other 
commissioners had concerns about own-
ership interest if the county was provid-
ing money for a state owned park. BOCC 
will continue to dialogue with state reps 
about options.

3. November 18, 2021:  BOCC held a 
land use meeting with a long discussion 
regarding additions made to the Peril 
of Flood Act Compliance Legislative 
which is due to the state by December 1, 
2021.  After approval by the Land Use 
Commissioners, 6-0, additional infor-
mation was added to the proposal of the 
Act which included language regarding 
building of seawalls and use of filler for 
elevation.  Several points were brought 
up by the commissioners.  First, a dis-
cussion took place between the BOCC 
and county staff regarding the effects of 
filler and seawalls. There are concerns 
that this could affect the quality of the 
water, kill off mangroves and result in 
a lessening of food sources for the ma-
rine life.  George Kruse addressed the 
fact that one of the main priorities the 
BOCC wants to discuss with state leg-
islation is water quality and that there 
are significant funds being proposed for 
projects such as Piney Point and clam 
restoration. Therefore, this is an issue 
if filler and seawalls will affect water 
quality. The public comment session 
even brought out previous commission-
ers, Priscilla Trace and Betsy Benac, 
arguing against incorporating this lan-
guage into the Peril of Flood Act.  Mr. 
Kruse proposed approving the proposed 
Act as presented PRIOR to the addition 
of these additional pages.  This motion 
was approved by the BOCC.

UPCOMING ISSUES:
1. There will be a new BOCC chair cho-
sen in December as the term for Vanessa 
Baugh is expiring at the end of this year.
2. Redistricting map will be finalized 
and voted on around December 15th.

UPCOMING MEETING DATES 
FOR DECEMBER:
• Tuesday, December 7 – BOCC Work 
Session (10:00 a.m.)
• Thursday, December 9 – Planning 
Commission Meeting (9:00 a.m.)
• Tuesday, December 14 – BOCC 
Regular Meeting (8:30 a.m.)
• Wednesday, December 15 – BOCC 
Work Session (1:00 p.m.)
• Thursday, December 16 – Land Use 
Meeting (2:00 p.m.)



Parrish Village News PAGE 6

Parrish Community Calendar
December 9 - 6:30-8:00 pm - Parrish Business Association, Leslie Wells Realty 
6921 122nd Ave E Parrish 
December 10 & 11 - 6:00 - 8:00 PM - Drive Thru Living Nativity, Parrish United 
Methodist Church, 12140 69th Street East, Parrish

December 11 - 4:00 - 8:00 PM - Annual Parrish Hometown Christmas; SouthState 
Bank lawn; 12215 US 301 North, Parrish

December 18 - 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM - Parrish Small Business Market at 83rd Street  
Station, 3rd Saturday of the month- See below
December 18 - 11:00 AM - Laying of Wreaths Across America Ceremony; Mansion 
Memorial Park Cemetery, Ellenton; See page 9 for more information

December 21 - 6:30-8:30 pm - Parrish Civic Association, Leslie Wells Realty 
6921 122nd Ave E Parrish 
January 13-23, 2022 - Manatee County Fair, 1402 14th Avenue West, Palmetto - See 
below right for more information
Every Saturday & Sunday - Gamble Creek Farm Stand - 10 am - 2pm, 14950 
Golf Course Road, Parrish

Manatee Genealogical Society 
to Host Virtual Seminar “Finding 

Your Elusive Ancestors”
 The Manatee Genealogical Society will 
host a Virtual Seminar “Finding Your Elusive 
Ancestors” on Saturday, January 29, 2022, 
from 10:00 a.m.-4:15 p.m. Four nationally 
recognized genealogical speakers will deliver 
one-hour lectures that focus on the theme. 
For more information and to register for this 
seminar: https://mgsfl.org. Participants will 
have an opportunity chance to ask questions 
after each lecture. 
 The first speaker is D. Joshua Taylor, 
a nationally known genealogical author, 
lecturer, and researcher, and President of 
the New York Genealogical and Biographical Society. His presentation, 
“Bridging the Gap: Finding Ancestors in the U.S. between 1780 and 1840” 
He will discuss methodologies to trace families during the Federal Period. 
Taylor is a recipient of numerous awards and honors, including RootsTech’s 
Distinguished Presenter Award, the Federation of Genealogical Societies 
Award of Merit, the Rubincam Youth Award from the National Genealogical 
Society. He is also a coordinator for courses at the Salt Lake Institute of 
Genealogy and the Genealogical Research Institute of Pittsburgh and has 
been a featured genealogist on Who Do You Think You Are? and host of 
the popular PBS series Genealogy Roadshow.
 In addition to D. Joshua Taylor, Judy G. Russell, “The Legal 
Genealogist,” will present: “No Vitals? No Problem! Building a Family 
through Circumstantial Evidence. A Family for Isabella,”  The program 
traces a woman married before the 1850 Census. Karen Stanbary, author 
and national lecturer of genetic genealogy, will speak on “Weaving DNA 
Test Results into a Proof Argument.” The seminar’s fourth speaker is Gena 
Philibert-Ortega, author, researcher, and instructor, who will emphasize the 
significance of social context in her topic, “Desperately Seeking Eleanore: 
Finding an Elusive Female Through an Interdisciplinary Approach.”

Star Towne
 Fun for all ages! Take a step back in time as you stroll through Star 
Towne, a lighted Christmas village located in Ruskin, FL! Enjoy meeting 
our busy townspeople on the square and visit their old fashion shoppes and 
activities including: a Sweet Shop, Free Gift Shop/Gift Wrapping for kids, 
Candle Dipping, Barber Shop Quartet, Riverview HS Chorus Carolers, 
Family Photos Ops, Hands-on-Crafts, Hot Cider/S’mores, Corn Popping, 
Kids Games, Christmas Hay Rides, Mini-Farm Animals, a Wood-shop, a 
Live Nativity at the stable every hour and MORE! Come sit, relax, reflect 
and enjoy the celebrating the true Star of Christmas- Jesus! Make some 
NEW Christmas Memories this year- fun for everyone!

Just Follow the STAR Nightly!
Friday Dec. 3rd- 6-9pm
Saturday Dec. 4th 6-9 pm
Sunday Dec. 5th 6-9 pm

Located at Southside Baptist Church, 4208 US Hwy. 41 S, Ruskin. Free 
Admission & Parking. (Some gift Items may be low cost.) 
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Cliff Coddington Named 2021 
Outstanding Agriculturalist

 On Tuesday, November 16, 2021, at the 64th Annual Kiwanis Club of 
Bradenton’s Farm City Week luncheon, Cliff Coddington of Myakka City 
was named the 2021 Manatee County Agriculturalist of the Year. Cliff, is 
a 6th generation lifelong resident of Manatee County who can trace his 
ancestors to some of the original homesteaders of the county.
 At the age of 13, Cliff discovered his passion for cattle through his great 
grandfather who started him in the cattle business. Shortly after graduation 
from Southeast High School and attending the former Manatee Junior 
College, he went to work for Schroeder Manatee Ranch as a ranch hand 
and equipment operator. During his 25 years of service, he worked his way 
up through the ranks to the Cattle, Farm Lease and Bahia Sod Manager. 
At the time Schroeder Manatee Ranch was a 28,000-acre diversified 
agricultural operation. At their peak the ranch was home to over 3,000 
head of momma cows. During his time at Schroeder Manatee Ranch, he 
was able to improve the herd genetics and transform the herd into a highly 
productive Brangus herd. Today, you know this ranch as Lakewood Ranch.
 In January of 2005 Cliff went to work for Buster Longino at Longino 
Ranch in eastern Sarasota County as the general manager. Longino Ranch is 
a vast family-owned agriculture operation in Eastern Sarasota County, just 
across the Manatee County line. Along with the cattle, he has diversified the 
operations at Longino Ranch to include Rangeland Management, Timber, 
Citrus, farming and sod along with several other operations. Under his 
direction Longino Ranch was awarded the Farm Bureau CARES Award 
for voluntarily implementing Best Management Practices and promoting 
environmentally sound and economically viable farming and ranching 
practices. Whenever asked Cliff does not hesitate to assist with educational 
programming. For example, he has hosted numerous educational programs 
and ranch tours for UF/IFAS, 4-H, FFA, Junior Cattlemen’s Association, 
along with many other entities.
 In addition to his work at Longino Ranch he owns and manages a personal 
cattle herd. Cliff is also very active in many community organizations serving 
on advisory committees for the UF/IFAS Manatee County Extension office, 
UF/IFAS Range Cattle REC and the South Florida Beef Forage Program. He 
has been involved with many research trials for UF as they relate to predators, 
cattle and forage for example. Cliff is currently serving as the President of 
the Florida Cattlemen’s Association and serves on the Mandatory Electronic 
ID Task Force. In the past he has served as a Florida Beef Council board 
member, Marketing Committee Chair, and on the Cattlemen’s Beef Board 
along with involvement in the Manatee County and State Ranch Rodeos. 
He is a past member of the Peace River Valley Citrus Growers Association 
board and a Farm Bureau Member. In 2017 Cliff was recognized for his 
partnership with UF/IFAS Extension and the agricultural community 
by being awarded the Florida Association of County Agricultural Agents 
Outstanding Agriculturalist Award.
 Outside of the cattle industry Cliff is very active in his church serving 
as a deacon and has sat on several committees including the Stewardship 
and Finance committee.
 Cliff’s nomination was summed up by saying “he has been a cowboy and 
a rancher for many years. But much more than that, he’s an industry leader.”
 Cliff and his wife, Tara, have 2 grown children, Samantha and Dalton 
who are both involved in the agricultural industry.

North River Church of Christ 
Welcomes New Preacher

 The North River Church of Christ would like 
to introduce their new Minister, Terry Smith. Terry 
along with Julie, his wife of 40 years, has recently 
moved to Florida and we are happy to have him 
preaching and teaching the gospel.  

 During his 40 years as a minister, Terry has preached 
for congregations in Ohio, Tennessee, Kentucky, 
Connecticut and now Florida.

 He has been deeply involved in a mission work in 
Guyana, South America, including a 2-week mission 

trip each year. He has also preached on both radio and television. During his off-
time, Terry enjoys golfing, fishing, grilling and spending time with family.  
 Julie is a social worker, and her life has been one of service. She is a parent-
educator and has worked with children at risk. Julie currently works with families 
that are being reunited following removal. Julie is a compassionate worker and has 
a love for those she serves. She is also a great asset to the church, teaching classes, 
leading women’s groups, visiting the hospitals and the homes of members.  
 Terry and Julie have 4 grown children and six grandchildren living in West 
Virginia, Missouri, and Florida.
 Nothing is more important to Terry and Julie than spreading the gospel of 
Jesus Christ. Their lives have truly been blessed by their trust in God.  
 The North River church of Christ invites everyone to meet at 13885 US Hwy 
301 North, in Parrish, Florida. Please join us for Sunday Bible study at 10 AM, 
our worship at 11 AM or, we also meet on Sunday evening at 5 PM. There is also 
a Bible Study on Wednesday at 7 PM.
 The North River church is a friendly congregation which eagerly welcomes 
visitors. We believe the Bible is the inspired, inerrant Word of God and we strive 
to know the Word and live it. We invite you to come and worship with us. Come 
hear the Bible taught in the pulpit and in the Bible classes.

Parrish Business Alliance
 Welcome to the new PBA page! Look to this page for upcoming information on 
events, businesses and educational articles. The PBA is a subsidiary of the Parrish 
Civic Association. The purpose is to offer education, support and community 
service for our unique Parrish, mostly home-based, businesses. The cost to join 
is $250 annually. For 2022 as an introductory rate, if you join PCA as a business 
supporter ($100) by March 31 2022, you will also get the PBA annual membership.
 The PBA has monthly meetings the last Thursday of the month with open house 
meet and greets. Thank you to our hosts: Leslie Wells Realty, Michelangelo’s 301, 
Corporate Ladder Brewery, and Ferraro’s Italian Grille. Starting in April 2022 the 
PBA will have a regular educational series open to all PBA members.
 Due to the upcoming holidays, the next PBA open house meet and greet 
will be December 9th from 
6:30-8:00 pm at Leslie 
Wells Realty 6921 122nd 
Ave E Parrish 34219. Wear 
your best funny Christmas 
sweater or t-shirt. Bring a 
business card for the raffle.
 For more information 
and or to become a member 
Contact Bradley Anderson 
or Shaun Ausborn at PBA@
PCAFLA.ORG
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Mon. - Fri.  10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Sat.  10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

PJ’s
SANDWICH SHOP

12342 U.S. Hwy. 301
Parrish, FL 34219

941-776-2307

For questions about advertising in the Parrish Village News,
send us an email at PVN@PCAFLA.org

ARCHITECTURAL MARBLE
IMPORTERS

Stone Countertops & Flooring
Supply   w Fabricate   w Install

James Newby

2560 12th Street   w Sarasota, FL 34237
(941) 365-3552     Cell (941) 737-9244    Fax (941) 955-6644

email: jnewbyco@aol.com
www.architecturalmarble.com

Bill Szipocs, Owner     We Power Wash It All!

Curb Appeal Power Washing Service

Free Estimates, Fully Insured
Located in Parrish, Florida

Call 941-479-4661 or
cell 201-247-5864

Everts Insurance 
Group

Medicare Advantage Plans
Medicare Supplements

Part D Drug Plans
(941) 981-3680

Fred Everts, CLU, ChFC
Licensed Independent Insurance Agent

fred@evertsinsurancegroup.com

Are you a Medicare beneficiary?

Beth BranchBeth Branch

(941) 730-8243

Is healthcare confusing, expensive and impersonal?
Let me help you find a plan that fits your unique needs!

Insurance ConsultingInsurance Consulting

Donna’s Pet Sitting
And 

Dog Walking

Now taking dogs only in my home for boarding.
I no longer do pet sitting in Parrish area. 

I live in Riverview (distance 25-30 min. approx.)
I have a nice fenced yard for your dog(s) to run in and 

leash walking is also available
Former S.E. Guide Dog and Humane Society volunteer
Please call Donna at 941-447-9722

What do you need to look and feel 
beautiful for the holidays?  I can 
help you find the right products!  

Take 10% off any purchase through 
the end of the month.

(941) 209-2939
jmotwani@marykay.com     www.marykay.com/jmotwani

941-209-2939

Jana Motwani
Independent Beauty Consultant

w

®

ED’S RAIN MAKER
IRRIGATION

IRRIGATION
REPAIR

MAINTENANCE

(941) 725-8100
edsrainmakerirrigation@gmail.com
Insured

Clean-Out
Maintenance

Quality Work

Design
Installation

Free Estimates

Dave Psimer (941) 720-0239

DHL@DustinHayLaw.com DustinHayLaw.com
Monika Roman, Paralegal

Taking Clients from Financially Stressed 
To Financially Blessed

Schedule A Free consultation On My Website
https://ramseycoach.com/SoundFinancial coaching

mr.michael.j.macdonald@gmail.com
360-731-4159

Michael MacDonald
1 on 1 Ramsey Preferred Coach

Sound Financial 
Coaching
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Wreaths Across America
 The third annual Wreaths Across America 
wreath- laying ceremony will take place on Sat-
urday, December 18, 2021. This year, Location 
Coordinator, Cookie Agan, is proud to announce, 
volunteers will be placing wreaths at two cemeter-
ies, Mansion Memorial Park and Parrish Cem-
etery. The outdoor ceremony, will begin promptly 
at 11:00 am (EST) at Mansion Memorial Park 
Cemetery located at 1400 36th Avenue East in El-
lenton, with the posting of the Colors by Parrish 
Community High School JROTC Bulls Battalion 
Color Guard. Welcome address will be given by Palmetto Mayor, Honorable 
Shirley Groover Bryant. Special Guest of Honor will be WWII Army Air Corps 
Veteran, First Lieutenant, Mr. Samuel P. Scott of Palmetto. Mr. Scott turned 100 
years old in August of this year. MSgt. Tammy Arnold, U.S. Air Force, Retired, of 
the Quilts of Valor group, Tangled Threads, Plant City, FL, will present Mr. Scott 
with a Quilt of Valor depicting his service in the military during World War II.  
Members of the U.S. Naval Sea Cadet Corps, Maritime Eagles Division, will es-
cort Mr. Scott, and military veterans, to place ceremonial wreaths for each branch 
of service, and POW/MIA.
 After Colors are retired, volunteers are encouraged to take wreaths and place 
them on veteran’s graves. They are asked to speak that veterans name aloud, thank 
them for their service and sacrifice, and reflect on that person and their life. For 
some veterans this is the only time they will be remembered. It is the most solemn 
and moving part of the ceremony.
 Once wreaths are placed at Mansion Memorial Park, volunteers will travel to 
Parrish Cemetery, located at 12305 Parrish Cemetery Road in Parrish, to honor 
and remember veterans laid to rest there, by placing wreaths on their graves. 
 You are encouraged to attend this moving ceremony as we Remember the 
Fallen, Honor those who have served, and are still serving, and their families, 
and Teach your children the value of freedom.
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Andrea F. Harkins
Author, Motivator & Martial Artist

Read more by Andrea at:
www.themartialartswoman.com 

 We all have 
regrets. Some-
thing that hap-
pened twenty 
years ago still 
haunts you. 
What you said 
two weeks ago 
was a mistake. 

How you handled a conflict was not 
appropriate. Understandably, you wish 
you could turn back the hands of time 
and make a different decision. Your 
past choices and mistakes hover over 
your life and hold you back from per-
sonal success unless you let them go.
 Regrets not only stem from your 
experiences but also from what you 
perceive others think about you. Even 
good conversations go awry. Those you 
initially trust are not who they seem. 
Others misconstrue your intentions. 
There are enough bullies and enough 
negative energy in the world to make 
us all question our intentions. Trust is 
something that feels natural yet there is 
little you can do when it deceives you. 
Or, is there? 
 Here is my advice, simple in theory 
but somewhat difficult to apply. Under-
stand first and foremost that regrets hin-

der purpose. You never accept or even 
see your true self if your life is guided 
by regrets or if you believe the negative 
influences of others. In a way,  it is na-
ive to feel like a victim and think that 
the world revolves around you because 
you feel regretful. You are the only per-
son you end up hurting when you act and 
feel like a victim. No one else appreci-
ates a victim mentality or really cares if 
you made mistakes or have regrets. They 
have their own issues with which to 
cope. Your mistakes are not going to be 
remembered by the world or written into 
the history books. You are the only one, 
then, who must keep your regrets under 
control. Don’t choose to blow them out 
of proportion. You have the choice. 
 The next time you catch yourself 
dwelling on past decisions, tell your-
self “That decision and mistake is long 
gone. It’s time to move on.” The next 
time someone’s unkind words make 
you question yourself, say “I am who 
I am. No one knows me or my inten-
tions better than me.” These mantras 
keep you going in the right direction. 
You may need to remind yourself a 
few times to repeat these words and in-
corporate their meaning into your life. 
What you consider a regret is actually 

by Andrea F. Harkins 
a turning point, an evolution, or a les-
son learned. Your mind-set is the con-
trolling factor.  You choose your path 
and your direction. For me, martial 
arts gave me the courage to improve 
and work toward self-betterment. 
That same courage drives me forward 
when regrets try to edge their way in 
to my life. 
 Right now, think of one regret that 
hinders you. Accept it. Then, let it go 
forever. Blow its relentless grip away 
as if blowing out the flame of a small 
birthday candle. You cannot change 
what happened in the past, but you 
can control how you think today. Take 
a step forward and begin today with 
no regrets. 

Exp. 12/31/2021

JoJo’s Does Chicago Right!

941-758-3200941-758-3200
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What’s New at Rocky Bluff Library

 READ2DOGS is back at the Rocky Bluff Library in Ellenton! Certified 
therapy dogs are coming to visit the library, and they want you to read to 

them. This event is perfect for those who 
want to practice their reading skills in a 
low-stress environment. These super af-
fectionate dogs are all ears! 
 READ2DOGS is a public service 
event that happens on a monthly basis at 
the Palmetto, Central, Braden River and 
Rocky Bluff Library locations. Handler 
Sally Wood McDonald and her sweet 
pooch, Sasha, will be at the Rocky Bluff 
Library on the 3rd Saturday of each 

month, and they are usually accompanied by other 
handlers with their canine friends! 
 On November 20, Sally and Sasha came by the 
Rocky Bluff Library with another handler, Todd, 
and his fluffy collie dog, Charlie. Program partici-
pants had a blast reading to and playing with the 
dogs in Rocky Bluff Library’s fenced-in backyard 
area, which includes a deck, picnic table and lots of 
grass to run and play on! The Rocky Bluff Library 
can’t wait until their return on December 18th at 
10:30 am. 
 You can check out the Manatee Libraries online 
event calendar at mymanatee.org/library for additional dates, and look up RE-
AD2DOGS on Facebook for updates on their escapades around the county!

For a complete list of 
programs listed at all the 

libraries in Manatee County 
go to www.mymanatee.org 
and click library and then 
go to events calendar.  

You’ll find many programs 
that may be worth the 
short drive to a library 
other than Rocky Bluff.

Join the Friends of Rocky Bluff Library
Name: 
Address:  
City: 
State: Zip: Date:
Telephone:
Email: 

Types of memberships

Individual - $10.00
Family - $15.00

Sustaining - $25.00
Patron - $50.00

Bronze Leaf - $100.00
Other Amount: ________

Are you a new member or a renewal?
 New Renewal

Please make check payable to Friends of Rocky Bluff Library.
Drop your completed form with your check into the Friends’ box at the library.

Dues and contributions may be tax-deductible.
Drop in the box at the library or mail to:

 Friends of Rocky Bluff Library, P. O. Box 133, Ellenton, FL  34222.

q q

November Book Sale Very Successful

 It’s been over a year since the Friends of Rocky Bluff Library held their book 
sales. Because of the Covid-19 situation, all 
book sales were cancelled.
 But on Wednesday, November 17, 2021, 
the Friends held a fantastic book sale. Orga-
nized by Friends’ Vice President DJ Rice, the 
book sale lasted for four days. All books were 
sorted and arranged expertly so that patrons 
could easily locate their favorite choices. The 
sale included puzzles, CD’s, DVD’s, audio books and special items.
 Comments from patrons included, “Best book sale ever;” “Books are orga-
nized so well; “The Friends are so helpful;” “The condition of the books is so 
good;” and “We cannot wait for the Spring Book Sale!”
 The Saturday sale ran from 9:00 am till 4:00 pm and was really interesting.  
Patrons could purchase all that a plastic grocery bag could hold for $5 or purchase 
a nice Friends of Rocky Bluff Library tote bag and fill it with books for $10. It was 
surprising how many books clever packers could stuff into the bags!
 All proceeds from this Fall Book Sale go back to the Rocky Bluff Library for 
their programs and projects.
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Ferraro’s, the Family & Staff
wish you a Merry Christmas

and Happy New Year!

Buon Natale and Felice Anno Nuovo!
Feliz Navidad y Un Prospero Ano Nuevo!

We want to thank you for your support this year.
We have been very busy in Parrish and the family is enjoying working together.

You’ll find that we are dependable and a very hardworking family
who want to make every customer happy with our family business.

We love our community and know our customers are fabulous!

Be sure to get Be sure to get 
your catering your catering 

orders in orders in 
early! early! 
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PCHS Girls Soccer Update

 The PCHS Girls Soccer are off to a great start to the season. They had a 
pre-season match against Manatee High School with a 2-1 win. Following 
they played Sarasota Military Academy, ODA, and Booker High School all 
with strong wins. Their upcoming matches are Braden River High School 
and Cyprus Creek, both away games. 
 This year the girls are working hard to support the community. They are 
currently running a toy drive at school: TOYS For TOTS- New Unwrapped 
toys can be dropped off at the front of the PCHS office and anyone can do-
nate. They also have volunteered at the TWIG. The TWIG is a foundation 
that takes gently new clothing articles for children who are in the foster sys-
tem. The Girls team assists with the donation unloading and process of col-
lecting donations. 
 “The community continues to show support for the team by providing 
meals, snacks, crowd support, and other various means, so I think it is important 
that we give back in the ways we can give back. Players have a responsibility in 
the classroom, field, and in our community, Coach Nicole Paternostro.”

Girls Soccer team at the PCHS Homecoming Dance.Girls Soccer team at the PCHS Homecoming Dance.

 The PCHS Theatre Department has upcoming shows and we’re looking 
for items you might be wanting to clean out of your home; we’d love your 
help as we start our program!
 If you can contribute any of these items, donation drop off will be on 
Mondays and Wednesdays from 3-4 p.m. at the auditorium from November 
15-December 8. Please spread the word, and thanks for your support!
 These items would be greatly appreciated: Army Uniforms, Tables,   
Chairs, Desks, Paint. Fabric, and wood
 Additionally, if you have experience and/or resources to build with wood 
and want to help, I’d love to hear from you as we build our first pieces of 
stock scenery! Contact me at: penao@manateeschools.net

 Join us for the 2nd Annual Battle at the Bullpen Cheerleading Competi-
tion on Friday December 17th, 2021. Registration will begin at 4 PM and the 
competition will begin at 4:45 PM. Registration may be limited due to CO-
VID and event length limitations, so reserve your team’s spot today! We will 
offer All-Girl Traditional Performance, Coed Traditional Performance, Junior 
Varsity Traditional Performance, and Varsity Game Day divisions. Top plac-
ing teams will receive trophies, and first place teams will receive a banner.
 Spectator tickets will be available on Go Fan for $10.00 each. Tickets 
MUST be purchased electronically prior to gate entry.
 Team registration will be $10.00 per athlete for Traditional Performance 
divisions. Team registration will be $5.00 per athlete for the Varsity Game 
Day division. Teams may opt to compete in both traditional and game day 
divisions. Checks may be mailed to Parrish Community High School, 7505 
Fort Hamer Road Parrish, FL 34219, ATTN: Jessicca Kretkowski & Jenna 
Davies for BATB Comp.
 Registration and payment are due NO LATER than December 10, 2021. 
Refunds will ONLY be permitted with prompt email documentation of CO-
VID. Send refund requests and questions to Head Coach, Jenna Davies, at 
daviesj@manateeschools.net
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Meet our Fabulous 5th Grade teachers: Ms. 
Read, Mrs. Nemzek, Mrs. Byrd, Mrs. Burkhardt 
and Mrs. Kincannon

Third and Fifth grade 
students celebrated their 
positive behavior for Q1 
with extra recess and 
a popsicle. Great job 
wolfpups!

Meet our awesome Cafeteria staff, pictured left to right, 
Ms. Lori, Ms. Karen, our Cafeteria manager, Ms. Billie, 
Ms. Lisa and Ms. Yarolyn.

Congratulations Second grade teacher, 
Sonja Schubring who will be represent-
ing Williams Elementary as our nominee 
for “Excellence in Education” Teacher 
of the Year for Manatee County.  

 Williams’ students and staff cele-
brated Red Ribbon Drug Free Week, 
October 25th to October 29th. 
This year’s theme was ‘Drug Free 
Looks Like Me!’ 
Students and staff celebrated:
Monday: “RED-y to Live a Drug 
Free Life” wear red
Tuesday: “Sock it to Drugs” wear 
silly and/or mismatched socks
Wednesday: “Lei off Drugs” dress 
Hawaiian
Thursday: “Too Classy for Drugs” dress up and look your best

Friday: “Say Boo to Drugs!” dress up as your favorite story book character or vocabulary word.
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Exciting Schedule for 2022 
Florida Railroad Museum

 The schedule for activities for the Florida Railroad Museum for 2022 is 
very exciting! From the Hole in the Head Gang to the Hobo Campfire; from 
the Murder Mystery Dinner Theater to A Day Out with Thomas; from the 
Cotton Tail Special to free rides for mothers, fathers, kids and grandparents; 
from the Civil War Reenactment to the FRRM’s 40th Anniversary Celebra-
tion; from the Pumpkin Patch Express to the wonderful North Pole Express 
– it’s a great lineup for the entire year!

January
 On January 8 and 9, 2022 you can ride the 
train with the hole in the Head Gang. Experi-
ence an almost real train robbery and partici-
pate in the fun. And … on January 22 and 23, 
experience the Hobo Campfire where you and 
your family can roast marshmallows, make 
s’mores and enjoy the camp fire.

February
 What a fun-filled February is in store at the railroad for passengers! 
Take a look at the dates and plan to ride the train and solve a murder mys-
tery. There are lots of opportunities to experience this exciting adventure.  
The dates are February 11, 12, 13, 18, 19, 20, 25, 26 and 27, 2022. Check 
out the website for times and information on purchasing tickets. This excit-
ing experience will be conducted by Parrish Playworks.

March
 In March there are more events planned. The murder mystery train con-
tinues on March 4, 5 and 6, 2022. So, if you missed the February dates or 
were unable to purchase tickets, you have the March opportunity.
 Also in March is A Day Out with Thomas. 
This event is one of the most popular ones held 
by the Florida Railroad Museum. Last year’s 
event was completely sold out! Thomas will be 
in Parrish on March 11, 12, 13, 19 and 20, 2022. 
This is one event you won’t want to miss in 2022!

April
 On April 2 and 3, 2022 you’ll have another chance to ride with the Hold 
in Head Gang. You can participate in the train robbery and help catch the 
crooks.
 Also on April 15 and 16, 2022, the FRRM will host the Cotton Tail 
Special (which did not occur in 2021). What a great opportunity to gather 
Easter eggs and see the Easter Bunny!

May
 May brings another special event: on May 7 and 8, 2022 (Mother’s Day 
Weekend), mothers ride free. You can take mom and the family on a great 
train trip and enjoy the ride and have a wonderful family outing on her 
special weekend.

June
 The FRRM cannot leave out dad! For his special day, the railroad will 
have a “dads ride free” weekend on June 18 and 19, 2022. Treat dad and the 
family to this outing and enjoy the scenic ride to Willow and back to Parrish.

June, July and August
 Again in 2022 during the summer months kids can free when accompa-
nied by an adult. Use the summer months to let your children experience a 
true train ride and enjoy an excellent experience of riding the rails.

September
 We cannot forget the grandparents. On September 10 and 11, 2022 
(Grandparents’ Day), grandparents ride free. What an excellent chance for 
the whole family – grandparents, parents and kids.
 Then on September 10 and 11, 2022 the Hole in the Head Gang returns 
for an encore.

October
 October is really busy at the FRRM. It starts 
on October 1 and 2, 2022 with the popular Civil 
War Reenactment. This drama plays out with re-
enactors who portray events during the war with 
costumes, tents, sentry stations and battles.
 On October 8 and 9, 2022 you will be able to expe-
rience a special activity: the 40th Anniversary Celebration of FRRM.  Stay tuned 
for details about this special weekend.

 Then returning again in 2022 is the ever-popular 
Pumpkin Patch Express. Children love this event. They 
ride the train to Willow and when they arrive, they see 
fields of pumpkins for them to choose. There are also 
straw scarecrows, a petting zoo, hay rides, a hay bale 
maze and lots of other activities. This is a great fall 
activity. The dates are October 15, 16, 22 and 23, 2022.

November
 November also brings some exciting special events:  the World War II 
Reenactment on November 5 and 6, 2022 and … veterans ride free.
 Then on November 26 and 27, 2022 the Hole in the Head Ganger re-
turns for another encore performance.

December
 The premiere event of the year comes in December – the North Pole 
Express.  The dates for the 2022 North Pole Express are November 30;  
December 1, 2, 3, and 4; December 7, 8, 9, 10 and 
11: and December 14, 15, 16, 17, 18 and 19.  
 From the moment the family arrives at the Parrish 
station, they can get in the spirit of Christmas with all 
the lights and decorations. Your family will board the 
train and ride to Willow and again be greeted by lovely 
holiday decorations and a holiday wonderland. They 
have an opportunity to talk with Santa Claus (and of 
course, a photo opportunity for parents) and enjoy all 
the festivities. Some children even come dressed in 
pajamas because they get tired and are sleepy on the 
train ride back to Parrish. This is an event you won’t want to miss!

Everyday Weekend Rides
 During the time that there are not special events there are train rides 
every Saturday and Sunday. You can also rent out the caboose for special 
occasions or events. Check out the website at www.frrm.org for complete 
information.

Volunteers Always Needed or Join the Railroad
 Every non-profit organization is highly dependent on its volunteers. 
The Florida Railroad Museum is no different and would not exist without 
its generous and hard-working volunteers! From restoring old equipment 
and maintaining operating equipment, renewing the track and operating the 
train each weekend, our volunteers are the backbone of this organization.

Hours at the Parrish Train Station
 The train station in Parrish is open Wednesday through Sunday from 
10:00 am to 4:00 pm. The station is closed Monday and Tuesday. The sta-
tion is located at 12210 83rd Street E in Parrish, Florida. The phone number 
is 941-776-0906. For more information on any of these unique opportuni-
ties or a train ride, go to the FRRM website at www.FRRM.org.

By Cookie Jordan
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Endangered Plants in Your Backyard
 Florida is home to thousands of unique species of plants. A dramatically in-
creasing number of which, are on the verge of extinction. Sometimes, these amaz-
ing and endangered species are found near our homes. You may have handled 
them yourself, with no understanding of their rarity. Endangered Plants in Your 
Backyard is designed to raise awareness of our local endangered plant species, in 
an effort to keep our wild species wild. 

Plant of the Month: 
Scientific Name: Chionanthus pygmaeus 
Common Name(s): Pygmy Fringetree 
Status: Endangered Florida and Federal
Order: Lamiales
Family: Oleaceae
Genus: Chionanthus
Species: Chionanthus pygmaeus
Description: Chionanthus pygmaeu-
sis is a small tree or shrub. It reaches 
heights of 10 feet. The twigs are op-
posite or sub-opposite and stiff, while the leaf scars and leaves are mostly op-
posite but sometimes alternate. The leaves are simple, mostly 1 to 4 inches long, 
and lacking stipules. They have short petioles, and the somewhat leathery blades 
are ovate to elliptic or obovate in shape, and acute to rounded at the tip. The 
base of the blade is attenuated to the petiole. The upper surface of the blade is 
dark yellow-greenand smooth, but the lower surface is paler and reticulate. The 
inflorescence is a leafy-bracted panicle that appears with the new shoots from 
the axils of most leaf scars from the previous season. The axis (main stem) of the 
inflorescence is rather short with numerous opposite branches that are spreading, 
slender and dropping, terminating in clusters of three to six flowers. Bracts toward 
the base of the inflorescence are similar to, but smaller than, the leaves.The flow-
ers are regular, perfect, and pleasingly fragrant.The four sepals are green, united 
at the base, and .5 to 1 inch long. The four petals are white, united at the base to 
a short, campanulate throat, with narrowly linear lobes, .25 to .75 inch long and 
somewhat spreading. The two stamens are fused (adnate) to the corolla base. The 
ovary is superior with a single style. The fruit is a drupe .75 to 1 inch long, oval, 
and green, becoming purplish-brown when ripe.
Habitat: Pygmy Fringetree grows in Florida scrub, sandhills, hammocks, flat-
woods, and transition zones between these habitats. It is a plant of the well-
drained yellow and white sands that remain from the ancient dunes that once 
covered this section of Central Florida. Most of its 46 occurrences are located 
on protected property, such as Lake Wales Ridge National Wildlife Refuge. Not 
all of this protected land is managed properly, however. Most of the habitats in 
which the plants grow, such as scrub and sand hills, are dependent on periodic 
fires for their health and maintenance. When a fire occurs now it is generally 
quickly extinguished, preventing the natural fire regime. Many areas, even in 
protected, conserved sites, are overgrown today because they have not burned in 
many years. This and many other plants in these ecosystems cannot grow when 
they are shaded by tall woody vegetation.
 Many of these ecosystems are endangered and degraded, with remaining frag-
ments under constant pressure from destructive forces such as housing develop-
ment in rural communities. Many populations are known to have been extirpated 
because they occurred on valuable private land and were destroyed when the 
properties were developed. 
 Like most of our endangered plants and animals, flora and fauna, the Pygmy 
Fringetree is threatened mainly by the degradation and destruction of its habitat. 
This plant is now limited to a small section of Central Florida (very few plants can 
still found in Manatee), which is being consumed at a dramatic rate for develop-
ment. Much of its range has been converted to gated communities, strip malls, or 
mono crop agriculture. 
 This is the seventh edition of Endangered Plants in Your Backyard. The com-
mon theme running through each article is the destruction of critical habitat. While 
there are wonderful efforts being made to preserve sections of Florida through 
state, county, and private purchase of critical habitat, without real change to our 
culture and thinking, all we will soon have left are houses and to lament species 
loss, wondering why nothing was done to prevent it. 
 Change or Lament?
 I can not emphasize enough; only through habitat and species conservation 
will we make noticeable change. Only through education will we show our friends 
and neighbors the tenuous situation that is our native wildlife. We as a community 

need to reevaluate our priorities. Are we doomed to continuously lament species 
loss to greed and development generation after generation? Or, will we find new 
ways to live with and care for nature? It’s up to you to decide. If you have ideas for 
conservation and species preservation, speak up. Let your community and your 
local government representatives know.
 Acknowledging all 
the hard work and lives 
already put into, and 
given up for plant and 
animal conservation, we, 
as a community, can still 
do better, we can still do 
more. Currently, there 
are next to no protections 
for even the most criti-
cally endangered plants 
in Florida. The USDA is 
responsible for enforc-
ing harvesting permits, 
licensing, and fines for 
offenders. However, the USDA (Fresh From Florida) is overwhelmed by plants 
imported to the USA, domestic agriculture, policing online sales, and politics; it 
has little to no time to enforce the few existing endangered plant protections. 
 Want to see change? Write to Nikki Fried (FL Commissioner of Agriculture 
and Consumer Services since 2018) and your districts commissioner; let them 
know you want to see more protections for endangered plant life - or the existing 
protections enforced. Let them know you want to see programs for harvesting en-
dangered life from lands slated for development. Let them know they need to do 
something - before it’s too late. 
 I hope you enjoyed this edition of Endangered Plants in Your Backyard. More 
information on endangered plants can be obtained from your local USDA or by 
visiting https://www.fdacs.gov             Plant Man

By Plant Man
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Iris Worth McClain, moved to Parrish in 1973 
with her husband Merle and her two son’s 
Kenny & Larry, coming from Sarasota. After 
retiring from her banking career of 42 years 
she became actively involved in the Parrish 
community with the Parrish Civic Assoc. 
The Parrish Foundation, Parrish Chili Cook 
Off, Parrish Arts Council and the Parrish 
“Y”. She coordinates with much help from 
the local community, the Parrish Children’s 
Christmas Party each year. She wants to 
provide interesting stories of old homes, 
buildings and families in and around Parrish 
to help preserve the history of Parrish. Iris Worth McClain

This Old House,
Articles about Parrish Homes and Buildings Is Available for Purchase
 You can purchase a compilation of Iris McClain’s articles on “This Old House.” Her book, “This Old House,” is 
available in paperback format. The book tells the stories and recollections of the town with the old houses, buildings, 
and the people that lived in them, our old churches, schools, post offices, etc. Iris has been writing articles for this 
newspaper for years. She has now collected them for this book.
 The books are available at PJ’S Sandwich Shop A donation of $10.00 will provide grants for children’s nonprofit 
organizations in our community to encourage them to participate in the arts and community projects.  

by Iris Worth McClain

This Old Church
Parrish United Methodist 

Church
 The Parrish United Methodist Church has been a landmark in Parrish since 
1893. It was originally named Oak Hill Methodist Church, as the town and 
the church bore the same name of “Oak Hill”. It was located at the Manhattan 
Cut-off (SR 675) and US 41 (now US Hwy 301 North). Church meetings were 
first held in a brush arbor and a wooden school building that was located about 
a half mile southeast of its present location.
 In 1899, a new church was erected on the southwest corner of the same 
intersection, on a piece of property donated by the daughter of Major William 
Iredell Turner, Ida D. (Turner) Carn. 
 All denominations were permitted to use the church for their services. Lum-
ber for this old church was hauled from Palmetto by a mule and oxen team 
by Crawford Parrish, his son Crawford W. and Fred Parrish. Homemade pews 
were donated by the William H. Gillett family. The construction of the new 
church building was Gothic in style, with wood frame rectangular construction. 
A parsonage was built in 1906 and rebuilt in 1925. At that time, there were 
forty-nine members. 
 With increasing traffic on US Hwy 301 North, the church building was moved 
from its east-facing location to its present south-facing position on 69th Street E.
 In 1941, the Tampa Episcopal Church donated pews. The First Presbyterian 
Church of Bradenton donated stained glass windows which were installed in 
the early 1950’s.
 Through the years, many additions have been made to the property: In 1952 
a fellowship hall to house the Sunday school classes, in 1979 additional Sun-
day school rooms were needed and erected. During the church’s first 95 years, 
there had been 56 different pastors serving in a part-time position. In 1988, the 
church started hiring full time ministers. 
 Pastor Chris Schmidt has been the church Pastor for 11 years. He and his 
family are very supportive and active in our local community. We do hope he 
and his family stay in Parrish for a very long time. 
 In 1986, the church purchased a home located at 12210 US HWY 301 from 
Mary Estelle White to be used as additional Sunday school class rooms. In 1992, 
the church saw a need for a Thrift Shop for our community; they soon ran out 
of room in the Thrift Cottage and expanded it to the old Methodist Church Par-
sonage next door. For the past 29 years it has served as a place the people of the 
community could donate items they no longer needed or wanted and in doing so 

it was a win-win effort and very successful 
for the Parrish community and the church. 
It is presently open Monday, Wednesday, 
Friday & Saturday, 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM 
for purchases. For donations, they are open 
the same days, 10:00 AM to 12:30 PM.
 This venture has been instrumental in 
providing financial resources for the expan-
sion of ministries. The ground breaking took 
place in 1995 for the  building of the present 
church built in 1995 with the first service 
August 1996. 
 In 1990, they purchased an additional 8 ½ 
acres on the southwest corner of 69th Street 
E. & US Hwy 301, with plans to build a new church building.
 September 20, 2020 a Ground Breaking ceremony for the new church build-
ing was held with 150+ in attendance. It was a very inspiring message for our 
community, presented by Pastor Chris Schmidt. The current average church 
attendance is 600 people; the plan for the current sanctuary is to be used as a 
large multi-purpose room for special events.
 The new worship center will seat approximately 550 people with a large 
gathering space. The building will also have additional rooms for children, 
small groups and music ministry. This will be a wonderful addition to our Par-
rish community it will be opening very soon for services.
 Wishing everyone A Very Merry Christmas and a Joyful and Safe New Year, 
from the McClain family!! 
 If you know of an old building, home, family or old business, you would like 
to see in the Parrish Village News, please give me a call at 941-776-7697 or 
e-mail me at irismcc@msn.com
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The Gift That Lasts
For A Lifetime

John Phillips

 Learn the art of 

GUITAR  
JJOOHHNN  PPHHIILLLLIIPPSS  

IInnssttrruuccttoorr  

LLIIVVEE  VVIIRRTTUUAALL  LLEESSSSOONNSS!!  
Call/Text (941) 915-4694  

www.GuitarLessonsManatee.com 
All Styles & Skill Levels 

Gift Certificates Available! 

 It has begun.
 By the time you read this column, the Black Friday, Small Business Sat-
urday, Cyber Monday, etc. will be over and we will be well into the holiday 
shopping season. People will be packing into shopping centers and scour-
ing the internet searching for those perfect gifts. 
 It is truly a joy to see our loved ones opening their presents and receiv-
ing our gifts. However, when it is all said and done, how many of those 
presents will they actually remember in a year’s time?
 One gift which I will always remember came to me quite unexpectedly. 
I was given a brand-new electric guitar. This seemed an odd choice since I 
was in the Army at the time, and showed no interest whatsoever in music. 
My interests were soldiering and martial arts. That gift, however, started 
me on a journey which has truly transformed my life for the better.
 The positive effects of a music education have been well documented 
over the years in multiple studies. Students who study music have shown 
improvements in math, science, cognitive abilities, lateral thinking, and 
social skills. Other forms of the arts have shown similar benefits.
 May I humbly suggest that this year you consider giving your loved ones 
a gift which will last a lifetime? An education in the arts is truly a wonder-
ful gift. Whether a student may be interested in music, painting, dance, 
martial arts, or other forms of creative expression, there are many excellent 
instructors in our area. 
 Let this be the year that you give the gift which they will never forget; a 
gift that will last a lifetime and one which they will happily share.
 Have a Merry Christmas!
 If you have any questions regarding music or top-
ics which you would like to see in future columns, 
contact John Phillips on his website at www.gui-
tarlessonsusa.com. To inquire about guitar lessons 
or gift certificates, call 941-915-4694. Live virtual 
lessons now available!

IRA to Roth IRA Conversion
Jim Zientara

 There is a strategy known as the IRA to Roth IRA conversion.  This brief sum-
mary cannot cover all the possible aspects and I do not give tax advice.  Check this 
out with your tax or other advisors.
 This strategy is preferred for those over 59 ½ who have a 401(k), IRA, or other 
retirement plan. Frequently, retirement plans have an in-service withdrawal provi-
sion you might use. 
 For example, take a $100,000 distribution from your $200,000 IRA, and pay 
the taxes as ordinary income that year. If at a 25% rate, that’s a cost of $25,000.  
Move the remaining $75,000 after-tax into a Roth IRA for yourself and name 
some beneficiaries.  
 The 5-year Roth clock starts running and any money taken out after 5 years is then 
tax free with no RMDs, Required Minimum Distributions, usually starting at 72. 

 With only one conversion a year allowed, maybe next year do another $100,000 
conversion into a second Roth IRA. The 5-year Roth clock starts running for this 
second Roth IRA
 There is actually no limit to the amount to convert in one year, but the tax bill 
could be large. It could also affect things such as your Medicare Part B monthly 
payments. Seek appropriate advice.
 This strategy may be appropriate if you feel income tax rates are going up.  
This strategy allows you to take an IRA that is building up a tax deferred amount, 
pay the taxes today, and have tax free growth in the future.  
 If you are over maybe 85, it is probably too late for this strategy. But there are 
others, just ask.
 Seek advise from your tax advisor or others.  Once you are ready, have your 
financial planner help with the paperwork that must be done correctly the first time. 
 Who knows if they may take away this strategy? Consider it now.

 Jim Zientara is a Financial Planner and Investment Consultant with Raymond 
James Financial Services, Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC.  Investment Advisory Ser-
vices are offered through Raymond James Financial Services Advisors, Inc. He 
can be reached at 941-750-6818 with office at 11009 Gatewood Drive, Suite 101, 
Lakewood Ranch, FL 34211. Additional remote meeting location at Financial 
Access Federal Credit Union, 604 13th Ave East, Suite A, Bradenton, FL 34208. 
His website is jimzientara.com. Any opinions are those of Jim Zientara and not 
necessarily those of Raymond James.
 This material is being provided for information purposes only, and is not a 
complete description, nor is it specific investment advice.  Consult a financial 
advisor about your unique situation.  Raymond James Financial Services and its 
advisors do not provide advice on legal issues. These matters should be discussed 
with a tax or legal professional.
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Support our advertisers!
They make it possible to deliver this 

paper to you at no cost to you.
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Your best friend deserves the best care!

Call us today to schedule your next appointment!
941-845-4448

THE MASTER
CABINET MAKER, INC.

All Custom Cabinetry
Locally owned and operated by 3rd generation cabinetmaker.

Experienced, insured, referrals.

941-723-0278
Custom made cabinets, 3D designs & remodeling: 

Kitchen/Bath/e.center/wall unit/bar & more. Laminated 
countertops. We are also dealers of ready to assemble 

wood cabinets. Special cabinets for mobile homes. 
Custom outdoor Starboard® kitchens. Custom 

concealed storage cabinets. Residential & Commercial

The Master Cabinet MakerThe Master Cabinet Maker MasterCabinetMakerMasterCabinetMaker

5004 US 41 N • Unit “A” • Palmetto
www.themastercabinetmaker.com 
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Needing Strong Glasses Doesn’t 
Equate To Legal Blindness

Dr. Doug Black
 I am always surprised by how many patients I see who are wrongly under the 
impression that they are “legally blind.” I believe that “legally blind” is one of 
the most misused terms there is. According to the Social Security Administration, 
legal blindness is defined as a person who’s best-corrected vision is no better than 
20/200 in either eye. A person can also be defined as legally blind if the extent of 
the peripheral vision in each eye is 20 degrees or less.
 When we measure what a patient’s vision is, we have them read letters on a 
chart. The standard for quantifying a patient’s vision is to have them look at a 
chart that is 20 feet from them. The term “20/20” means that a person is able to see 
a row of letters that is the correct size when viewing it at 20 feet. When interpret-
ing somebody’s vision, the higher the second number is, the weaker their vision 
is. Hence, from 20 feet away, a person with 20/200 vision can only see letters that 
are much larger due to weaker vision.
 The key to understanding legal blindness is the fact that it is determined while 
a person is wearing their best correction (glasses or contacts). Many people are 
extremely nearsighted or farsighted.  It is not uncommon for us to see patients 
whose vision is 20/800, 20/1000, or worse without wearing any correction.  How-
ever, most of these people are able to see 20/20 when they have their correction 
on. Because of this, they are nowhere near being legally blind.
 The real distinction here is whether or not a person’s vision is able to be cor-
rected.  People who truly qualify as being legally blind have vision that simply 
cannot be corrected to any better than 20/200 in either eye. In these cases, there 
are physical problems with the eye or the nerves associated with the eye that are 
the cause of the decreased vision. This is why their vision cannot be improved by 
simply wearing glasses or contact lenses.
 The second way for a person to be deemed to be legally blind is for their pe-

ripheral vision to be reduced to only 20 degrees or less in their better eye.  Cer-
tain conditions affect a person’s vision by progressively reducing their peripheral 
vision. Examples are glaucoma, retinal problems, strokes, and tumors. As these 
conditions progress, they can lead to the field of view becoming smaller and 
smaller. If it becomes severe enough, the vision can become very limited, much 
like looking through a pinhole.
 Hopefully this helps to clear up some of the confusion out there about this very 
important distinction regarding people with very poor vision. It may be a hassle to 
wear very strong glasses or contacts in order to achieve clear vision. However, if 
correction with glasses or contacts gives you clear vision, take comfort in the fact 
that your vision is correctable and that you indeed are not “legally blind.”
 Douglas Black, O.D., is a Doctor of Optometry at Eye Center, Inc.

Manatee County Endangered Species: Eastern Indigo Snake

 This months Manatee county endangered 
species is: Drymarchon couperi, AKA Eastern 
Indigo Snake
Class: Reptilia
Order: Squamata
Family: Colubridae
Genus: Drymarchon
Species: D. Couperi
Status: Threatened Florida State & Federal
Description: The eastern indigo snake is 
considered the longest native snake in the 
United States, reaching lengths of up to 9 feet. 
Its color is uniformly lustrous-black, dorsally 
and ventrally, except for a red or cream-colored 
suffusion of the chin, throat, and some times 
the cheeks. Its scales are large and smooth (the 
central 3 to5 scale rows are lightly keeled in 
adult males) in 17 scale rows at midbody. Its 
anal plate is undivided. Its antepenultimate 

supralabial scale does not contact the temporal 
or postocular scales. 
Habitat: The eastern indigo snake frequents 
flatwoods, hammocks, dry glades, stream 
bottoms, cane fields, riparian thickets, and 
high ground with well-drained, sandy soils. 
In Florida, the eastern indigo snake prefers 
excessively drained, deep sandy soils along 
major streams, as well as xeric sand ridge 
habitats. Xeric slash pine plantations seem to 
be preferred over undisturbed longleaf pine 
habitats. Habitat selection varies seasonally. 
From December to April, eastern indigo snakes 
prefer sandhill habitats; from May to July 
the snakes shift from winter dens to summer 
territories; from August through November 
they are located more frequently in shady 
creek bottoms than during other seasons.
 The eastern indigo snake is most abundant 
in the sandhill plant communities of Florida 
and Georgia. These communities are primarily 
scrub oak-longleaf pine (Pinus palustris) with 
occasional live oak (Quercus virginiana), 
laurel oak (Q. laurifolia), Chapman’s oak (Q. 
chapmanii ), and myrtle oak (Q. myrtifolia). 
Other communities include longleaf pine-
turkey oak (Q. laevis), slash pine (Pinus 
elliottii )-scrub oak, pine flatwoods, and pine-
mesic hardwoods. 
 As the cover requirements of eastern 
indigo snakes change seasonally, maintaining 

 Florida has long struggled with development and land use. In the early years of America, Florida was mostly untamed, exploding with biodiversity. Few non native humans 
ventured into the forests and swamps. Those who did were tough and determined to make their fortunes through cattle ranching. Railroads and agriculture came next, making 
southern Florida more accessible. Wetlands were drained, forests cleared, and animals hunted to extinction. Housing developments and tourism facilities followed. 
 Today, Manatee county is still home to a wide variety of native plant and animal life. Showing great adaptability, many animal species have tolerated, even benefited from, 
urbanization and habitat loss. Raccoons, coyote, and several bird species are perfectly happy eating from dumpsters and breeding in man made structures and ruins. But, many 
more species are not so durable. Many animals are not tolerated by urban life and are routinely killed, mainly due to ignorance. Manatee county alone houses thirteen federally 
listed endangered and threatened animal species. Florida state has its own registry, listing twenty one threatened or endangered animal species, again in Manatee county alone.
 Over the next few months, we will be highlighting endangered animals found in Manatee county. For more information on all imperiled species in Manatee, please visit: 
https://ecos.fws.gov  Or contact US Fish and Wildife Service at http://ww.fws.gov/ and Florida Fish and Wildife Conservation Commission https://myfwc.com/contact/

corridors that link the different habitats used 
is important. From the spring through fall 
snakes must be able to travel from sandhill 
communities and upland pine-hardwood 
communities to creek bottoms and agricultural 
fields. In winter, indigo snakes den in gopher 
tortoise burrows, which are usually found in 
open pine forests with dense herbaceous under 
stories. Burrows need to be in areas where 
there is no flooding. 
 Like most of our imperiled species in 
Florida, the main cause for the dwindling 
numbers of Indigo snakes is habitat loss due 
to greed and housing developers. More space 
between houses would benefit all of us and 
most of our flora and fauna, especially snakes 
like the Indigo, with large territories and 
seasonal travels. Rural areas should see one 
house per acer maximum. 

 A unique threat to many reptile species is 
public opinion. Ignorance and fear have led 
to revulsion and demonization. This leads 
to unnecessary killing. Indigo snakes (like 
most snakes in Florida) are not dangerous to 
humans at all and are valuable members of 
our communities. They help keep down rodent 
and insect populations and feed other species; 
they are a key link in the ecosystems food 
chain, acting as both predator and prey. These 
impressive snakes even kill and eat venomous 
snakes, like cotton mouths and rattle snakes! 
 Because they are so beneficial to humans 
and our environment, there are several captive 
breeding and release programs existing for 
Eastern Indigo snakes. Last year, 2020, 22 
of the beautiful snakes were released in 
Tallahassee. For more, please visit: https://
www.fws.gov/southeast/articles/22-eastern-
indigo-snakes-just-released-in-annual-
effort-to-return-americas-longest-snake-to-
north-florida/
 Nothing will change unless you speak up. 
If you would like more done to preserve plant 
and animal life, or you have found a species 
and would like to report it, we recommend 
you contact your county commissioner: www.
mymanatee.org/government/board_of_county_
commissioners/contact_your_commissioner 
and the USDA, AKA Fresh From Florida www.
followfreshfromflorida.com

by: Plant Man
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Buffalo Creek Middle School
We “Donut” know what we would do 
without our Principal’s List and Honor 
Roll recipients for 1st Quarter!  Amazing 
job Hawks, we are so proud of you! 

Halloween fun at the creek!

Mr. Baker delivered care packages for Veterans 
put together by his Global Perspectives class for 
Veterans Day.

So proud of our RESPECTFUL Hawks! 
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What a beautiful morning to end a great soccer season of fall recreational soccer.

Thank you to all the parents, players, and 
volunteers for an amazing season!
#NMSC #mutiny #northmanateererec 

Registration for the spring season is open now!
Give the gift of soccer this season!     Register at northmanateesoccer.org



941-722-7377

Equipment Repairs
Salt Chlorine Systems

New Pool Construction
Spa Installations

Deck Renovation
Paver Overlays

Pool Refinishing
Quartz & Pebble

anchorpoolsfl@verizon.net

810 49th Street East | Palmetto, FL 34221

NOW OPEN!!NOW OPEN!!

Parrish Bait & Tackle Parrish Bait & Tackle 
Shop Located at Parrish Shop Located at Parrish 

RV & Boat StorageRV & Boat Storage

Monday - Friday: 9:00 am to 6:00 pm
Saturday: 8:00 am to 4:00 pm
Sunday: 9:00 am to 3:00 pm

Full tackle shop plus 
marine and RV supplies

12155 US Hwy 301 North12155 US Hwy 301 North
Parrish, FL  34219Parrish, FL  34219
941-776-1290941-776-1290

www.Parrish-Storage.comwww.Parrish-Storage.com
parrishstorage@reagan.comparrishstorage@reagan.com

Across from Parrish Post Office
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LIVE BAIT SHRIMP AVAILABLE!LIVE BAIT SHRIMP AVAILABLE!



Parrish Charter Academy
Staff and Students at Parrish Charter Academy were in session on Veteran’s Day this year so they wanted to make this day 
really special. Some of the activities they participated in on this honorable day are pictured here.

Parrish Charter Academy created a Veteran Wall in the main 
hallway by bringing in pictures of family members that have 
served or are still serving in the military. 

Students and Staff also created an aerial picture of the USA 
flag.  It was a fun activity to collaborate and show our unity!! 
Lastly, the kids created cards for the veterans to give to the 
Stano Foundation. The Stano Foundation is an organization 
dedicated to supporting the troops of all branches, both 
Active Duty and Veterans. The cards are included in their 
Thanksgiving packages!!

It was one of 
many amazing and 
memorable days at 
PCA!!
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 We Need You!: Part of our expansion effort is understanding the need for 
committees! Our PCA Board works really hard but we are a group of 11 people 
and we need help from the amazing residents of the community to accomplish our 
goals. We have listed below some of the new committees we are forming. We are 
looking for chair persons for the committees, who will report back to the board, and 
committee members. The goal is to have around 8 to 10 community members on 
each committee at all times. If any of these interest you, please reach out to Jennifer 
Hamey, jenniferhamey@gmail.com or (941) 932-6217, so that you can be added to 
the list. The committee will begin meeting in January 2022.
 1. Membership Committee: The purpose of this committee is to grow individual 
Parrish Civic Association memberships, to welcome new people to the community 
and provide information about the benefits of being involved with the PCA.  Efforts 
will include projects such as creating welcome flyers to put in welcome packets for 
new communities, host membership drives to increase membership and develop 
monthly contests for the community to engage in.  
 2. Business Membership Committee (Parrish Business Association): The 
purpose of this committee is to grow the Parrish Business Association memberships, 
to welcome new businesses into the community and provide information about the 
benefits of being involved with the PCA. Efforts will include projects such as creating 
and updating lists of all the businesses in the area, host meet and greets to increase 
membership, host training, education and leadership events to help businesses grow 
and develop pricing for advertising packages. 
 3. County Liaison Committee: The purpose of this committee is to attend board 
meetings (or watch them on You Tube after the meeting), outreach to commissioners 
as needed and speaking at board meetings to express opinions of PCA on various 
topics. Efforts will include projects such as attending weekly board meetings, 
planning meetings and/or workshops to provide PCA presence, speak at appropriate 
comment times during meetings to express PCA board positions on various issues. 
Contact with District 1 (James Satcher) commissioner as well as with At Large 
commissioners (George Kruse, Carol Whitmore) about needs for the community.
 4. Sponsorship Committee: The purpose of this committee is to formulate 
plans to outreach to local businesses and organizations to secure sponsorships for 
the Heritage Days and Christmas Events hosted by the PCA every year. Efforts 
will include projects such as determining other events for PCA, evaluate needs for 
fundraising events to raise money for PCA and preparing flyers and packets to give 
to businesses interested in sponsoring events.
 5. Beautification Committee: The purpose of this committee is to beautify all 
of Parrish and the surrounding areas while helping our neighbors in need. Efforts 
will include projects such as talking to schools Key Club members, etc, that need 
volunteer hours, formulating documents that community members can request a 
specific project that needs to be done or nominate someone they feel needs a job and  
looking into grant opportunities at state/federal level.

Maria Island, Landside in Bradenton, on 
Cortez Road West in Bradenton, and, of 
course, our local location at 51st Avenue 
East in Ellenton. 
 The AMOB’s motto is “Serving great 
food and great times in a fun, family-
friendly atmosphere inspired by life on 
Florida’s Gulf Coast.” John sees the 
restaurant world as the greatest industry 
and he wants his patrons to feel like 
family. One of his favorite past times 
is talking to people at the restaurants on 
a daily basis and always, you can find 
him smiling and posing with guests for 
snapshots. 
 The pandemic brought staffing challenges but they were able to pay their 
employees through the closure and, as a result, were able to keep most of 
their staff. Through it all, he says the most gratifying aspect is working with 
the individual managers he put in place at each restaurant. 
 John and his wife Amanda have a heart for the community and support 
a number of philanthropic initiatives, including the “Dive Into Reading” 
literacy and mentorship 
program, serving more 
than 550 schoolchildren.  
They are active members 
of the Manatee Chamber of 
Commerce and Leadership 
Florida.  They are part of the 
State and Lodging Board, the 
Florida Lodging Association 
and John has served on 
the Manatee Chamber of 
Commerce Board.  Amanda 
runs their charitable programs 
which includes support for 
PACE Center for Girls and the Women’s Resource Center.
 As a result of their charitable endeavors, they have won numerous awards, 
including the Senate Small Business of the Week in November of 2020 and the 
Robert P. Bartz Award for Outstanding Leadership in June of this year.
 Business is “back with a vengeance,” according to John….just the way he 
likes it!  
 Visit the Ellenton location 
at 1525 51st Avenue East, in 
Ellenton. Visit the website at 
www.oysterbar.net or call them at 
(941) 721-7773. 

Community CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

AMOB CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

YOUR TRUSTED AUTOMOTIVE CENTER
(941) 723-0806

1045 Hasko Rd. Palmetto, Fl 34221

MV# 26347

CALL LEX’S AUTOMOTIVE
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Ralph Bellrose

Yugoslavia
(Sibenik and Split)

Please see Zagreb CONTINUED ON PAGE 29

 Most of the cities on the eastern coast of the Adriatic were founded by 
Greeks, Illyrians, or Romans. Sibenik was founded by Croats. Unfortu-
nately, its history is very similar to Zadar’s, constant war and occupation. It 
was heavily damaged in the 1995 war with Serbia but has since been com-
pletely restored. Sibenik has a population of about 50,000 and ninety-five 
percent of the citizens are Croatian. 
 Our morning tour included a visit to the Cathedral of St. James, a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site. Work began in 1431 to transform an older 
Romanesque church into this Renaissance masterpiece. Eight architects 
were involved in the construction; but, Giorgio da Sebenico and Niccolo 
di Giovanni Fiorentino, both Italians, are given the most credit for the de-
sign. The massive dome, by Fiorentino, is considered one of the greatest 
achievements of Renaissance architecture. A curious feature, are the sculpt-
ed heads of 71 prominent residents of Sibenik lined up on a ledge on one 
of the exterior walls. They remain anonymous today, but could probably be 
recognized (and vandalized?) by the local residents when they were carved. 
The Cathedral was completed in 1536. 
 On August 28th, 1895, Sibenik became the first city in the world with 
street lights powered by alternating current. This innovation is credited to 
Nikola Tesla, a Serbian engineer and inventor, and was made possible by 
the construction of the Jaruga Hydroelectric Power Plant on the Krka Riv-
er. (No, Krka is not a typo!) Replicas of the original lights can be seen as 
you walk around the city. 
 After lunch we boarded the buses, for a short ride to Krka National Park, 
one of seven Croatian national parks. The park surrounds the Krka River, 
covers about 240 square miles, and contains spectacular waterfalls and cas-

Sibenik, Yugoslavia



of Suspense, our 1940s radio show, I wrote jingles for local 
businesses that support us, like PJ’s Sandwich Shop and Leo 
and Lucky’s. We sang them as commercials during the show. I 
also adapted and narrated the classic story of “The Little Red 
Hen” that our troupe performed in the Storytelling Festival at 
Rocky Bluff Library. Of course, I love the fact that the troupe is 
supportive of each other, and that we genuinely care about one 
another, off stage as well as on stage. We do have a lot of fun!

Q: Does that mean you overcame your stage fright?
A: Not really. I vomited before EVERY show (and we per-
formed four times per weekend) during my first role. The 
second show was not quite as nerve wracking, but yes, I still 
could not keep anything down the first few performances. It has gotten bet-
ter each time, but I still have stage fright every time I get on the stage. 

Q: Has anything funny or unusual happened when you did get on stage?
A: Funny things ALWAYS happen on stage! I slipped once on the train 
and fell pretty much into an elderly gentleman’s lap. I played it off like it 
was part of the role, and he and his wife were very amused thinking they 
had been “chosen.” We have all (at one time or another) forgotten lines 
and came up with some pretty amusing improvisation. I work with such a 
talented group of people!

Q: What would you like to see happen with Parrish Playworks in the near 
or distant future? 
A: I would love to see Parrish Playworks find an actual stage space to re-
hearse and perform. I love performing on the train and the other venues, 
such as community clubhouses and the audiences they bring, but having a 
local theater would be great for the troupe and the whole community.

Q: What do you do when you’re not on stage?
A. Professionally, I am a teacher. I have taught middle and high school 
in Manatee 
County for 
over 25 years 
and trained 
interns who 
are becom-
ing teachers. 
I have writ-
ten poetry 
and music for 
years and con-
tinue to add to 
my collection. 
I am also pas-
sionate about horses, and I have been blessed to have adopted several mus-
tangs from Wyoming and New Mexico. All that keeps me very busy. My 
favorite thing to do is combine my interests while hanging out with hubby 
and our grandbabies.

Q: What’s the best thing that has come out of your involvement with Par-
rish Playworks?
A: The best thing that has come out of being a part of PPW is the wonderful 
friendships I have formed, and the confidence it has built. Getting on stage can be 
frightening, but it is also tremendous fun! This has been an amazing experience!
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Behind the Scenes With Parrish Playworks
 Bravo! Now that pandemic protocols allow for live theater to happen 
again, our local theater group will once again produce shows. Look first 
for our actors doing some Seussical-type caroling at the Parrish Hometown 
Tree Lighting event on Saturday, December 11th. Then in the new year, we 
will once again perform for Florida Railroad Museum’s murder mystery 
train, opening on February 11th (visit www.frrm.org for tickets in Janu-
ary). Later in the spring, we will bring a new comedy to the Bradenton 
Area Convention Center. We are excited about this new season and look 
forward to entertaining old and new friends. Sure to be featured in at least 
one of those shows is Mandy Kersey, a Parrish Playworks actor and board 
member since 2018. 

Q: Mandy, how did you first hear about Parrish Playworks?
A: I actually saw some flyers up for auditions and mentioned it to my hus-
band.  He strongly urged me to try out.

Q: Why did you get involved?
A: Basically, acting was on my bucket list. I had always had the urge, but 
quite frankly, had stage fright. I have never been one to back down from a 
challenge, but I was extremely nervous! Luckily, they eased my nerves and 
helped me get through the process, and I was able to get my first role as 
Daphne, the ditzy blond showgirl in The Curse of the Hopeless Diamond. 
[Editor’s note: this was definitely not type-casting as Dr. Kersey has sev-
eral advanced degrees in education.]

Q: How did you get to Parrish? 
A: I am a military brat—I was born in Japan, and we lived there and in 
England, as well as all over the USA when my father was in the Air Force.  
Home base to my parents and grandparents, however, was the south Florida 
area. While in college at USF, I met and married the love of my life, a Bra-
denton boy named Steve, and we ended up finding some land in Parrish.

Q: What do you like to do most in this theater group? 
A: Besides acting and singing, I have been able to infuse my energy and 
creativity into our shows by writing and composing song lyrics. For Tales 

Interview with Mandy Kersey by Karen Romant

Left to right: Debbie Davidson and Mandy Kersey in The Little Red Hen. Left to right: Debbie Davidson and Mandy Kersey in The Little Red Hen. 

Interested in acting or working backstage with 
us, or maybe just supporting local theater with 
your donation? Contact us at www.parrishplay-
works.org/contact-us

From left to right: Stan Kotas, Mandy Kersey, Nick Mucciarone, Phil Montogomery, From left to right: Stan Kotas, Mandy Kersey, Nick Mucciarone, Phil Montogomery, 
Jennifer Butler, and Barbara Anne SmilkoJennifer Butler, and Barbara Anne Smilko
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Putting Your Family’s Health 
Care First 

University Parkway 
941.210.7057

North Lakewood Ranch
941.744.1585

HCW Parrish/Palmetto
941.417.2069

WWW.HORNBACKCHIRO.COM

$40 Holiday Gift of Wellness with proceeds donated  to 
support local families for Christmas

Includes a Complimentary Case History, Examination, 
Digital X-Rays (if necessary), and a Report of Findings.

 Offer Absolutely Expires December 31, 2021
Just mention this ad when you call to schedule

The 7th Annual Howl-O-Ween Benefit for 
Southeastern Guide Dogs was a Howling Good Time!

   On Saturday, October 30th, the 7th Annual Howl-O-Ween 
Party and Parade was held to benefit Southeastern Guide Dogs.  
Hosted at the River Wilderness Golf and Country Club, the 
party featured a pet costume contest and kissing booth with 
Southeastern puppies as well as a raffle and silent auction to 
benefit Southeastern Guide Dogs. In addition, Sparky and the 
Parrish Fire Department attended and were a favorite for the 
children in attendance. Breakfast and jewelry were offered 
by the River Wilderness “Potluck Party with a Purpose Party 
Girls” with 100% of the proceeds going to their 2021 designated 
charity, The Children’s Guardian Fund. There were also craft 
booths featuring holiday and pet items for sale.

    With over 50 entrants in 
the costume contest, a panel 
of judges from Southeastern 
Guide Dogs, the Parrish 

Fire Department and River Wilderness Golf and 
Country Club selected winners in small dog, large 
dog and overall categories.
 Founded in 1982, Southeastern Guide Dogs, 
has provided, at no charge, thousands of dogs to 
people who cannot see, veterans with disabilities 
and children with significant challenges. From 
the volunteers that raise puppies for the program 
to the staff that provide extensive training at the 
Southeastern Guide Dogs’ campus in Palmetto, this 
team effort is known 
for producing some 
of the most elite guide 
dogs, service dogs and 
skilled companions 
in the country. Each 

dog that leaves the program is also provided life-time follow-up services free of 
charge by the Southeastern Guide Dogs organization.  With the support of the local 
community and leading corporate sponsors who have recognized the importance 
of the organization’s work over the past four decades, Southeastern Guide Dogs 
has gained international recognition as they continue to impact the lives of so 
many people in need.

 Guided walking tours are offered of the Southeastern 
Guide Dogs campus in Palmetto and more information 
can be found about them at www.guidedogs.org.

by Robert B. Dimmitt
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Don’t Avoid “Taboo” Topics With Older Parents
James F. Morrison, Financial Advisor
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edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

When it comes to  
your to-do list, put  
your future first.

To find out how to get your  
financial goals on track,  
contact your Edward Jones  
financial advisor today.

James F Morrison III, CFP®, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor

7915 Us Highway 301 North 
Suite 210 
Ellenton, FL 34222 
941-722-0163

James F. Morrison III, CFP®, AAMS®

Financial Advisor

7915 US Highway 301 North
Suite 210
Ellenton, FL 34222
941-722-0163

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local Edward Jones Financial 
Advisor.  Edward Jones, Member SIPC.

 If your parents are getting close to retirement age, or are already retired, it 
may be time to talk with them about financial and aging issues, some of which 
may involve difficult conversations. For the sake of everyone in your family, 
don’t avoid these “taboo” topics.
 You’ll need to be careful about approaching these subjects with your par-
ents. Mention ahead of time that you’d like to talk to them about their future 
plans and reassure them that you want to understand their wishes, so their af-
fairs will be taken care of as they would like.
 If your parents are agreeable, choose a location comfortable for them and 
ask whom they might like to invite (or not invite). Then, think about how to 
open the conversation, preferably not with what they want to do with their 
money – this could be interpreted as your seeking information about your 
inheritance or being skeptical about their financial decisions. Instead, build 
a broad-based discussion about their vision for their aging years. A series of 
shorter conversations may allow you to cover topics more comfortably, one by 
one, rather than trying to solve everything at once.
 Try to address these areas:

• Health care – You’ll want to learn if your parents have established the 
appropriate health-related legal documents – a health care power of at-
torney, which gives someone the authority to make important decisions 
about their medical care if they become unable to do so themselves, and 
a living will, which spells out the extraordinary medical treatments they 
may or may not want.

• Independence – As people age, they may begin to lose their independence. 
Have your parents considered any options for long-term care, such as a 
nursing home stay, or the services of a home health aide? And do they have 
plans in place? If they plan to receive support from family members, do 
their expectations match yours?

• Financial goals – Focusing on the personal and financial aspects of the 
legacy your parents want to leave can be a valuable conversation. Have 
your parents updated their will or other arrangements, such as a living 
trust? Have they named a financial power of attorney to make decisions on 
their behalf if they become incapacitated? Do they have the proper ben-
eficiary designations on their insurance policies and retirement plan ac-
counts? If you can position these issues as being more about your parents’ 
control over their financial destiny, rather than “who will get what,” you’ll 
more likely have a productive conversation.

• Last wishes – You’ll want to find out if your parents have left instructions 
in their will about their funerals and last wishes. Express to them that you, 
or another close family member, should know who is responsible for mak-
ing sure their wishes are met.

 Money, independence and aging can be sensitive topics. Don’t think you 
have to go it alone – you can enlist help from another close family member. 
Or, if you know your parents are working with a trusted advisor, such as an 
attorney or financial professional, you could see if they’d be willing to have 
this person participate in your talks. You might even be able to introduce them 
to one of your advisors.
 In any case, keep talking. These conversations can be challenging, but, if 
handled correctly, can be of great benefit to your parents and your entire family.

Open 24 Hours!!

12155 US Hwy 301 North, Parrish, FL  34219
www.Parrish-Storage.com         parrishstorage@reagan.com

941-776-1290

UNLIMITED WASH CLUB
• No contracts

• Unlimited washes (once a day)
• Cancel plan at any time, no 

questions asked - Simply e-mail 
seven days before recharge 
canceling all future charges

• Auto draft available
• Unlimited wash club members 
enjoy one unrestricted car wash 
per day. Your choice of vehicle

• Drive-thru wash bays with extra 
high clearance for high profile 

vehicles
• Boat Wash

• Automatic car mat wash machine
• Powerful Vacuums
• Fragrance Machine

• Carpet Shampoo station
• Free Air

• Open 24/7

ULTIMATE
• Under Car & Side Blaster

• Pre-Soak Cleaner • Wheel Cleaner
• Bug Cleaner • Triple Foam Super Soap
• Bug Scrub • Surtime Premium Wash
• High-Pressure Wash • Wheel Scrub

• Guardian Gold Surface Sealant
• Hot Canauba Wax

• Clearcoat Protectant
• Spot Free Rinse • Power Dry

DELUXE
• Under Car & Side Blaster

• Pre-Soak Cleaner • Wheel Cleaner
• Bug Cleaner • Triple Foam Super Soap
• Bug Scrub • Surtime Premium Wash

• High-Pressure Wash
• Guardian Gold Surface Sealant

• Clearcoat Protectant
• Spot Free Rinse • Power Dry

EXPRESS
• Pre-Soak Cleaner 

•  Surtime Premium Wash
• Clearcoat Protectant • Power Dry

$16.00
Single
Wash

$36.99
Monthly

Unlimited

$13.00
Single
Wash

$8.00
Single
Wash

$29.99
Monthly

Unlimited

$17.99
Monthly

Unlimited

Sales - Parts - Service
Need trailer repairs?

Hitchin Trailers is here and ready to help you 
with trailer service & repair needs.

941-721-8050
711 US Hwy 301

Palmetto, FL 34221
We’ll hook you up!

• Bearing & brake service
• Wiring issues & light checks
• Maintenance
• Ramp repairs

• Axles
• Jacks
• Parts replacement
• Boat trailer repair
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Announcements From The UF/IFAS 
Manatee County Extension Service!

The following is a listing of the December 2021 upcoming events present-
ed by the University of Florida/IFAS Manatee County Extension located 
at 1303 17th Street West in Palmetto. Please visit our website at http://
sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/manatee/ to view our calendar of events and register.
December 2 2pm
Wildcrafting for the Holidays
 Do you wish your holiday decor was 
more sustainable and less expensive? 
Learn plants and techniques for 
creating festive decorations from 
nature. Virtual & free.

December 4 10am
Natural Holiday Decorations
 Make your own grapevine wreath 
and decorate with festive natural 
materials in this workshop. Bring 
your own clippers. Held outdoors in 
the Educational Garden. In person & 
$10.

December 4 9am
Emerson Point Preserve 
Tour
 Casually stroll through 
the beautiful Emerson Point 
Preserve and learn about 
Florida’s native plants and 
inhabitants of a coastal 
environment. Suitable for 
all ages. Meet at the first 
parking area on the RIGHT 
at the Observation Tower (not at the 
classroom) at 9AM. In person & free.

December 11 9am
Desoto/Riverview Pointe Preserve 
Tour
 Casually stroll through the 
beautiful Riverview Pointe 
Preserve and learn about 
Florida’s native plants and 
inhabitants of a coastal 
environment. Suitable for all 
ages. Tour begins in the parking 
area of DeSoto National 
Memorial Park and enters into 
Riverview Pointe Preserve. In 
person & free.

December 14 10am
The Fungus Among Us
 Join UF/IFAS Extension for an in-
depth and interactive conversation 

about the fascinating world of fungi. 
We will be covering their biology, 
identification strategies, economic 
and ecological importance as well 
as their role in culture throughout 
history. Links to the virtual meeting 
will be provided via email to all 
registrants. Virtual & $15.

December 15 10:30am
Backyards for Birds
 Learn how to create a backyard 
buffet for birds using native plants 
and other landscaping techniques to 
help support different species and 
draw them to you in a way that can 
be enjoyable and rewarding, but also 
very safe for them. Virtual & free.

December 18 9am
Rye Preserve Tour
 Take a hike through upland 
habitats along the beautiful Rye 
Branch and learn about Florida’s 
native plants, natural history, and 
early settlement of the area. Suitable 
for all ages. In person & free.

December 18 9am
Perico Preserve Tour
 Explore one of Manatee County’s 
newest preserves and learn about 
Florida’s native plants, how they 
benefit wildlife, and how they can 
be used in the home landscape. 
Learn about the wide variety of 
ecosystems on display and how the 
preserve was transformed into what 
it is today. Suitable for all ages. 
Please meet at the pavilion right 
next to the parking lot at 9AM. In 
person & free.

Florida Girls State Delegate Named
 American Legion Auxiliary 
Unit 325, Ellenton, presented 
2021 Florida Girls State Del-
egate and Parrish resident, 
Emily Neves, and Delegate, 
Riley Williams, Ellenton resi-
dent, Certificates of Excel-
lence, Girls State Medals and 
rose bouquets, at the October 
27 membership meeting.
 Neves and Williams are se-
niors at Palmetto High School.  
They applied for Florida Girls 
State through Unit 325 and were selected based on their strong leadership abili-
ties, above average scholastic record, high moral character, community service 
participation and strong interest in government. Both young ladies carry be-
tween a 4.30-4.70 GPA and both are in Honor Society.  Neves is in JROTC, 
serves as Battalion Commander, received the Leadership Excellence Award 
and was awarded Superior Cadet. Williams is a varsity cheerleader, serves on 
numerous school boards, is involved in many community and church activities 
and is a graduate of Junior Leadership Manatee.
 As part of their Girls State application process, each girl was asked to write 
a 500 word essay following the ALA National President’s theme, “How can 
we address the health and well-being of our veterans, military and their fami-
lies.” Williams essay was submitted to the ALA Dept. of Florida 2021 Ameri-
canism Essay Contest and was awarded Best Essay in Group V, Grades 11-12, 
for the state of Florida. The award was announced at the annual ALA Dept. of 
Florida State Convention, held in Orlando in July 2021, and was presented to 
Williams at the Unit 325 membership meeting in October.
 If you are a young woman, in your junior year in high school, living in Mana-
tee County, and are interested in participating in this all-expense paid, unique 
and coveted educational process to receive citizenship training through a week-
long, hands-on program, involving mock city, county and state government, 
held at Florida State University in Tallahassee, please contact ALA Girls State 
Chairman, Cookie Agan, at (850) 461-1806 or at jerryandcookie@yahoo.com.
 2022 applications will be available in January, with interviews and selection 
process in February.  The 2022 Florida Girls State Session will take place June 
7-15, on the FSU Campus in Tallahassee. FSU Scholarships will be awarded.

American Legion Auxiliary Unit 325
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Rachel McGinnis, Leo&Lucky’s

December Events at Leo&Lucky’s
Saturday, December 4th – 1:00 to 3:00 pm – Low Cost Vaccines Mobile Pet Hospital
Saturday, December 11th – By appointment – Anesthesia-Free Doggy Dental Cleanings
Saturday, December 18th – 1:00 to 3:00 pm – Low Cost Vaccines Mobile Pet Hospital
Saturday, December 18th – By appointment – Anesthesia-Free Doggy Dental Cleanings
  Call 941-776-0770 to schedule a doggy dental cleaning
Holiday Hours: Christmas Eve: 9 am - 6 pm; Christmas Day: CLOSED; New Year’s 
Eve: 9 am - 6 pm; New Year’s Day: 11 am - 5 pm

Pet Safety Around the Holidays
 It’s soon to be the most wonderful time of the year! As a pet owner, noth-
ing can ruin the holiday moment quite like a trip to the emergency vet. Fortu-
nately, there are many precautions you can take to help ensure that your furry 
friends stay safe during the holidays.
 The easiest way to avoid these issues is an ounce of prevention. Have your 
vet’s information handy, as well as the number and location of an emergency 
vet that will be open on holidays and weekends, just in case. Two of the big-
gest safety offenders are decorations, and food.
 Safely Decorate - Decorations are naturally attractive to pets. They’re 
new, they smell different, and they’re shiny and inviting. But, there are dan-
gers to be aware of, including:

• Christmas trees, which can tip over if pets try to climb on them or play 
with the ornaments.

• Water additives for Christmas trees can be toxic. Do not use them if you 
have pets in your home.

• Electrical lights and candles can cause burns and fires if pets chew on the 
cords or knock them over.

• Holiday plants such as poinsettias, balsam, pine, cedar and holly can be 
poisonous to pets.

 Safely Feed - While it’s tempting to share your holiday feast with your 
pet, it’s best to stick to pet food and treats only. Some major food no-no’s for 
pets include:

• Chocolate for both dogs AND cats;
• Sweets, gum, and baked goods, as they may contain xylitol which is toxic 

to dogs;
• Fatty cuts of turkey and turkey skin, which can cause pancreatitis in pets;
• Any table scrap, as there are hidden dangers in seemingly harmless foods 

like onions, raisins, and grapes
 If you’re looking to give your furry friends a safe treat, Leo&Lucky’s 
stocks a wide variety of holiday stocking stuffers. We have holiday-themed 
toys, Earth Animal No Hide (a great rawhide alternative), holiday cookies and 
treats, and pet calming if necessary.
 And, while you’re making your preparations for the holidays, be sure that 
Fido and Whiskers are looking their best for all of those holiday photos and 
visits. Pop in during store hours to discover how easy it is to bathe your pet in 
our self-serve pet wash, with our ergonomic elevated washtubs, free shampoo, 
and professional dryers. See you soon!

“We’re in your neighborhood.”
Climate Controlled Units

Non-Climate Drive Up Units
Flexible Terms & Accommodations

Moving Supplies
24 Hour Access

Monday - Friday: 9:00 am to 6:00 pm
Saturday: 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
Sunday: 11:00 am to 3:00 pm

Located behind C&K Smokehouse

Locally owned and managed.
Variety of sizes to fit all needs and budgets.

12123 US Hwy 301 North 941-479-7877
Parrish, FL 34219 parrishstorage@Reagan.com

Small plumbing repairs. Replace toilets, faucets, 
water filters, water softeners and repair leaks 

Reliable and Insured
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New to the 
Area or 

have a NEW 
Neighbor? 

Independent
Agent

SHERRY KELLY
863-333-2994

skellyFLAgent@gmail.com FB.me/SherryKellyFLAgent

 Call for Face-to-Face or 
Virtual Consultation

Get Answers to Your 
Medicare Questions

Let’s find what Works 
Best for YOU - Together

Forever Young Bike Tour 
Company

 As a Parrish resident since 2015, Bob 
Marchenese wasn’t ready to enter the 
world of retirement just yet. A former 
business owner from the Finger Lakes 
area of upstate NY, working hard, and 
servicing the customer runs in his veins 
he claims. In his late 60’s he launched 
a E-Bike tour business in 2020. As an 
owner of Finger Lakes Electric Bikes 
in Geneva, NY he has a vast knowledge of electric bikes. He has brought his 
knowledge and ability to serve his tour guest to this area offering a guided bike 
tour. Departing from Skyway Beach near the Sunshine Skyway, Forever Young 
Tours take their guest on a breathtaking ride heading out to St. Pete Beach. 
With unprecedented water views along Tampa Bay on a dedicated bike path, 
allowing for photo stops and a visit to Maximo Park, the tour offers a narrated 
tour, sharing the rich history of the area. 
 The bike tour’s success has been outstandin,g due to an activity that is open 
air, and most all ages can participate, providing they are capable of riding a 
traditional bike. The electric bike offers guests to pedal as much or as little as 
they desire. Recently, Bob has noticed more local people are starting to book. 
It’s a great way for locals to see the area in a much different perspective then a 
car. Future plans call for expanded tours, to include Fort DeSoto Park. 
 Recently Bob has established a working relationship with a Sarasota bike 
shop, E-bikes and Cycles, who now offers sales and service to Bob’s tour guests 
interested in buying an e-bike. The owners of E-Bikes and Cycles, the Tilton 
family, refer to Bob as The Bike Ambassador. The Tilton’s just recently built a 
new facility, near the airport, that is absolutely state of the art. Bob is honored 
to work with such an innovated operation. 
 Visit Forever Young Bike Tours website foreveryoungbiketours.com to learn 
more about their tour, or purchase a gift card for visiting out of town guests. 
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News from Barbara Harvey Elementary School
The Harvey staff and some generous volunteers helped to transform Harvey to the “Greatest School on Earth.” The transformation 
shocked our sharks on Monday morning. It was great to see their faces when they entered the “circus” they normally refer to as 
Harvey. There were numerous different performers on campus, including a clown.
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The Gift of Patience

Leslie Wells.

      It is said that with age comes wisdom. 
Good things come to those who wait. 
Patience is a virtue. Has anyone else 
struggled with believing these charming 
adages?  Patience has never been a 
strong suit for me.  I sometimes feel as 
though my entire life has been a race to 
the finish. Every life event is marked 
appropriately. I’ve found myself saying, 

“…when the kids grow up”, or “…when the kids graduate”, or “…when the kids 
move out,” etc.—Each experience has some sort of due date attached. 
 Everything in life seems to be contingent on something else happening first. 
Take new construction for example. So many of you are stuck in the seemingly 
endless circle of homebuilding. Ordering windows, doors, or flooring? Forget it. 
Plan on early 2022 delivery and hope for the best! Ordering furniture? Plan on 
that taking a while as well. There’s a 
foam shortage. Who knew? 
 Between the high demand for 
housing and the lack of inventory, due 
dates have become a thing of the past. 
In fact, everything is taking longer 
than expected. Employee shortages 
and the popularity of real estate 
means county permits are delayed, 
title searches are taking longer, and 
surveyors are running 30 days behind 
schedule. Home appraisers are also 
in high demand, and it’s no wonder 
lenders can’t commit to 30-day 
closings. The truth is 45 days might 
be pushing it in some cases! 
 Now, perhaps more than ever 
before, I can raise my hand and say “YES, I DO UNDERSTAND YOUR 
FRUSTRATION!” Relocating my building has certainly tested my patience 
while making way for another full-time emotion-- empathy.  As I grow older, the 
lessons learned become much more meaningful. 
 Maybe there is a hidden message here; just maybe this is a time for opportunity. 
What if we were to enjoy each day without making it a marathon to get things 
finished, to truly slow our roll, to focus less on what we must have and enjoy what 
we have now? Perhaps we should stop looking for “due dates” and enjoy the ride 
to the finish line instead. Maybe it’s not about being in a hurry for kids to grow 
up or attaching an arbitrary date that really means nothing. While I don’t have the 
answers yet, I am going to try to take my time to figure them out!
 This Christmas season, forget the “stuff.” It doesn’t really matter in the 
end. Patience is indeed the best gift. When we can pause to reflect, we realize 
that making memories with our family and friends is all we really need. The 
house will eventually close. The windows will come back in stock, and the 
furniture will be here before you know it.  In the spirit of the season, consider 
turning frustration into opportunity and part with some of your no-longer-
used “treasures.” Share them with those in need; empty out some of the pantry 
shelves and drop off a bag at a local church or food kitchen. Giving to others 
will make the wait so much more special.
 Merry Christmas from all of us at Leslie Wells Realty and thank you for 
allowing us to be a part of your lives!

$444 value

Initial Consultation, 
Examination, and 
Xrays

Your Community Chiropractor

We are excited to have the pleasure to meet the members of 
our community and be able to impact the health and wellness 
of your family and friends. It has always been my goal to make 
our community healthy with an evidence-based approach to 
conservative health care. My wife Tamara, my three daughters (Lillian, 
Lola, and Evelyn), and myself are excited to become a big part of this
great community in Parrish. Our mission is to help others fully recover
and advance to their optimum level of health and wellness.

Dr. Edward Johns D.C.

12353 US-301 N. Parrish, FL
941-933-1500 

www.nrchiropractic.com

$67
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Parrish Fire District
Santa & Sparky Christmas 

Holiday Fire Safety Tips 

Look No Further...

Is Here!

Custom Cabinetry & Granite Counter Tops
Flooring All Hard Surfaces

Tile-Backsplash-Shower Tile
Finish Trim Work

Painting
Custom Pavers

Decking
Pressure Washing

Specializing in Kitchens and Bathrooms
Established since 1986

Stephen Woodland
941-776-8068
941-445-1251

woodysdesigns1@yahoo.com

WOODY’S DESIGNS

Email: info@ellentondiscountpharmacy.com Website: ellentondiscountpharmacy.com

Now Offering Covid Testing
And Covid Booster Shots!

2021 WINNER

 Santa and Sparky the Fire Dog want to 
keep your holidays happy and bright by 
making fire safety a priority during this 
festive season.
 From holiday candles, to Christmas 
trees, dangling garlands and seasonal décor 
can often be hazardous if not put up with 
care – or if its placed next to a potentially 
dangerous item. Please follow the sage advice from Santa and Sparky to keep 
the holidays safe for you, your family and guests this year.

• Test and ensure all your smoke and carbon monoxide detectors are 
properly working

• Place Christmas trees at least three feet from any heat sources like 
fireplace, candles etc.

• Water live Christmas trees on a regular basis (trees should have fresh 
green needles)

• Keep any lit candles away from any decorations and or ignitable 
materials

• Use decorative lighting that has been tested and approved and use 
appropriate lighting for indoor and outdoor lighting.

• Connect no more than three mini light strands together and replace 
any existing lights that are flayed or worn.

• Turn off all string lights before leaving your house for extended 
periods of time and when going to bed for the evening.

• Only use approved heavy duty extension cords while making all 
connections to decorative yard props and lighting.

• When cooking always have the stove top and other accessory 
appliances attended while in use.

 The winter holiday season is a delightful time for 
family and friends are able to come together and 
celebrate this festive holiday season, but statistics 
also show us that unfortunately, fire departments 
nationwide show a significant increase each year in 
preventable residential home fires during the holidays. 
 That’s WHY.... Santa and Sparky ask our Parrish 
Community that we all  follow these very simple but 
important Holiday safety tips to ensure your family and 
friends have a very joyous and SAFE Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.
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For Some Awesome Fishing!

Capt. Jason Prieto

For charter information
contact Capt. Jason at

813-727-9890 or
www.steadyactionfishingcharters.com.

Captain Jason Prieto is a native resident of Tampa and has fished Tampa Bay and its sur-
rounding waters for the past 20 years. He is owner and operator of Steady Action Fishing 
Charters which is based out of lower Tampa Bay. To book a charter, you can reach him at
813-727-9890 or www.steadyactionfishingcharters.com. If you would like to catch him 
on Facebook go to @steadyactionfishingharters, Twitter @captjasonprieto, Linkedin @
jasonprrieto, Instagram @steadyactionfishing charters or Instagram @captjasonp.  Capt. 
Jason is Regional Director of the Florida Guides Association.  Come join us in the fun.

 Fishing on the South Shore has been nothing less than stellar. Just 
about every trip has produced multiple species, from flounder on the 
flats to big Redfish schooled in the backcountry. Fall really has not hit 
us as we set record high temperatures. This has kept most fish out of 
their normal spots and changed our normal approach.
 Typically this time of year water temperature is dropping into the 
lower 70s and we start to fish around the river mouths as fish stage 
around these areas to get ready for winter. This has kept most fish out 
on the flats and also has bait still plentiful as well. As a result of warmer 
temperatures all species seem to be very active when using whitebait.
 Trout has to be the surprise as they have invaded the deeper canals. 
Looking at the temperatures on my sonar I would not expect to catch 
trout ofany size but as of late we have been catching a ton of nice Trout. 
Both live bait and artificial will produce fish With the Miro lure Lil Jon 
being a top producer. Match this with a ¼ ounce Jig Head and you will 
be filling the cooler with nice fish. A great technique is a live Green-
back tied to a Cajun Thunder float. Use the good ole Popping technique 
and you will have Trout at the end of your line before you know it.
 If you are a live bait guy you should still keep your Black Pearl ¼ 
inch cast net on the boat as bait is still running on the smaller side. 
Look for bait to move deeper as cold fronts come through but as for 
now it’s on just about every flat on the South Shore. Since bait is small-
er I would stay with the #1 Daiichi circle for hook size. Water is clear-
ing up so using the 25lb leader will work best when fishing on the flats.
 Redfish are still hanging around on the flats in good numbers. As 
mentioned above water is a bit cleaner than last month so using a quiet 
stealthy approach is a must. Fishing the high tides that fall mid day this 
month will be your best chance to produce good numbers on redfish. 
A free lined Shrimp will be a great option as they love crustaceans this 
time of year. The key is to adjust your fishing style based on what your 
water temperature is on your sonar. This will tell you what areas to fish 
and where to find fish. Eventually we will start seeing winter and this 
will move these fish to their normal winter homes. Until then get out 
on the flats and enjoy the Florida heat... Tight lines!!
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We Find you the
Best Coverage

for the Best Price...

The Attitude of Gratitude
 As a beauty expert and stylist, I’ve seen it over and over again, a woman 
projects externally what she feels internally. If you want to achieve a genuine 
transformation, one that changes your appearance and impacts your relationships, 
you need a positive mind-set. I’m going to help you eliminate the negatives and 
accentuate the positives . . . okay? Beauty and growth always come from uncondi-
tional love and support. Negativity blocks lasting change and tears down beauty. 
When you’re loved, you feel beautiful. When you’re supported, you grow.
 Love is all around you and to remind yourself of that, make a gratitude list.  
Identifying the beauty surrounding you can be a revelation. It can change the way 
you feel about your current challenges as well as how you view any future hard-
ships or mishaps that come your way.
So, grab your journal, and play along....
 1. Identifying the Beautiful People Around You Whom can you turn to for 
encouragement? Who will support you while you make the changes needed in 
order to uncover your true essence? Write down a list of these individuals.
 And don’t neglect to name your spiritual source of support. Whether you rely 
on God, a Higher Power, or some other type of divine energy or force, know that 
this loving support is always with you. 
 2. Uncovering Your Beautiful Qualities If you didn’t sleep through middle-
school math, you may remember that the word unique means that only one object 
exists with certain properties. You are indeed unique because there is only one of 
you. No one else on Earth has your exact combination of beauty, passion, and drive.
 I want you to list 20 things that are uniquely beautiful about you. Typically, 
most people can come up with 20 things wrong with themselves, but I don’t want 
those and neither do you! I want you to note 20 things that are great about you. 
They are there; you just have to be willing to look. For example, you might write 
that you’re creative, kind, outspoken, smart, and funny. Your list should also in-
clude physical qualities that make you stand out in a crowd, such as your spar-
kling eyes, graceful arms, or cute feet.
 Don’t stop until you reach 20, and should you miraculously blow past that 
number, by all means, keep going. If you find yourself struggling, though, you 
could ask your beautiful people for help. Or you could say a prayer and write down 
what comes to your mind. Don’t be shy. I want you to truly see what is beautiful 
about you—and uniquely yours. Once you’re able to acknowledge your beautiful 
traits, seeing them every time you look in the mirror will become easier and easier.
 Now look over your list. I’m guessing that the majority of items aren’t physi-
cal attributes. You acknowledged that there is more to your beauty than just ap-
pearance. Of course, this is something we’ve all heard time and time again, but 
now you have your proof. Your beauty comes from within.

 Next, copy each of these qualities on an index card and put them where you’ll 
spot them frequently, such as your bathroom mirror, car, refrigerator, or tucked 
inside your purse. By doing so, you’ll have multiple opportunities to affirm the 
things that make you uniquely beautiful. If you have children, talk to them about 
what you’re doing. It’s an incredibly powerful tool to help shape their self-esteem, 
because they model their behavior based on how you carry yourself. So when you 
project a healthy, positive self-image, you’re teaching your kids (and for that mat-
ter, everyone else you come in contact with) to do the same for themselves.
 Ready for some amazing news?
 Those wonderful inner qualities never get old! In fact, they only get better and 
even more beautiful as you age. Your unique traits have been growing, deepening, 
and strengthening their roots every day of your life. In a world where so much 
value is put on maintaining a youthful appearance, your list will be a constant 
reminder for you to honor and celebrate your authentic beauty.
 Everyone you have ever loved . . . every laugh, tear, and sigh you’ve shared 
with someone . . . every moment of your precious life . . . is wrapped up in you. All 
these stories of living and loving create the allure of a mature face. So remember 
that your beautiful qualities will only increase as you get older! 

About Michelle
 Michelle Phillips is a leading authority in the beauty and wellness industries who 
has worked with some of the most powerful and talented celebs in the world of entertain-
ment.
 Her popular Beauty Segments airing on TV shows 
across the country focus on improving a woman’s self-
esteem and the latest in beauty, health, and wellness.
 Michelle is a well-known women’s empowerment 
coach and best-selling Hay House author who has 
shared her message on speaking tours such as “The 
Power of Women” with Shark Tank’s Barbara Corco-
ran, and actress/entrepreneur Suzanne Somers as well 
as The Hay House “I Can Do It Tour” with inspira-
tional icons Wayne Dyer and Louise Hay. 
 Michelle continues to touch the lives of thousands 
of women with her inspiring and dynamic wisdom pro-
viding them with powerful self-esteem tools of trans-
formation; a transformation to not just Look amazing 
but to BE amazing! To learn more about Michelle, log 
on to her website: www.MichellePhillips.com

by Michelle Philips

A Second Home for Your Family Pets

8800 Erie Lane, Parrish, FL    941-776-1094
www.shagri-lapetresort.com

The Parrish Village News and the 
Parrish Civic Association wish 

all of you a very Happy Holiday 
Season and a very prosperous 

New Year!
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The Parrish Civic Association welcomes our new and returning members!

 The Parrish Civic Association has been going strong for over 30 years. In the beginning, it accomplished a really significant thing for 
Parrish - helping to establish the Parrish Fire Department. This has had so much importance to Parrish. After all these years, the Parrish 
Civic Association is still working hard for the common good of the community: organizing the Parrish Heritage Day Festival, working on 
the development, modification and expansion of the Parrish Village Overlay to the Manatee County Comprehensive Plan and the Village, 
hosting the Parrish Hometown Christmas and Membership Appreciation events, and bringing important programs to PCA meetings during 
the year. We still have work to do including bringing more parks and community improvements to Parrish.
 Help us out in this effort by joining the Parrish Civic Association in 2021. Forms are on page 2 and page 47. Clip one of them out, com-
plete it, enclose a check and mail it in today! Help your community continue the efforts! 

Join the Parrish Civic Association for 2022

Thank you for your support!

Marian Erwin

Thomas & Joanne Scheberger

PCA Resident Supporter
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$ 3 9 9 5$ 3 9 9 5

“WELCOME TO PARADISE”

SALES AND RENTALS
Ellenton Office: 941-729-2381

Holmes Beach Office: 1-800-237-2252

HOLMES BEACH OFFICE
5201 Gulf Drive

Holmes Beach, FL 34217

ELLENTON OFFICE
Ellenton Plaza, 945 25th Drive East, Suite 10

Ellenton, FL 34222

VisitAParadise.com

MOBILE HOMES NEEDED FOR SALE OR LEASE
LICENSED REAL ESTATE AGENTS AND

MOBILE HOMES SALES PERSONS NEEDED

$55,000
Spacious 2/2 double wide, many upgrades, great ac-
tive senior community, converted lanai adds additional 
living space, mostly furnished, beautiful patio area, 
large side yard, a must see!
Carol Nims 413-475-4768

New Listing

$30,000
Immaculate, upgraded 2/2, prestigious community, all new 
plumbing, new water heater, new sub floors and flooring, 
new vinyl siding in 2009, newer A/C, partially furnished.

Jann Mink 941-779-6098

105 Sunset Lane, Holmes Beach, FL 34217

$45,000
Spacious 2/2 single, new A/C in 2019, new kitchen 
flooring, fans and shed, pet friendly up to 25 lbs, nice 
screened porch, low lot fees.

Carol Nims 413-475-4768

New Listing

$3,500,000 GREAT LOCATION!
Located on a quiet Cul-de-sac on beautiful Anna Maria Island, this 
recently renovated 3 bedroom/ 3 bathroom home, with an elevator 
and pool has spectacular views of the turquoise waters of the Gulf 
of Mexico and is located one house off its sugar sand beaches.  
The home features a large great room with cathedral ceilings 
and a wall of windows and an attached, large screened porch.  
The dining room has a bay window and the large kitchen comes 
with a Butler’s pantry with an extra refrigerator, Thermador built 
in appliances, double oven and a 53 million year old fossil in the 
backsplash.  The recent renovation added a big walk-in laundry 
room with desk and sink and a second fabulous large master 
suite with lots of closets including a His and Hers, and many 
extras.  Upstairs is a charming den/study with glasses bay window 
where you can witness incredible water views and the coastal 
treasures that surround you.  The 2-car garage is oversized with 
2 additional enclosed rooms that can be used as a workshop or 
for storage.  The large lot has maintenance-free landscaping 
and ample parking.  Historic Pine Ave with its theater, shops and 
restaurants is just a short walk away.  This home is Island living at 
it’s best and a piece of paradise you can call your own.

New Listing

Helen Ross 941-524-8214
Al Pollock 941-524-6639

Rescreen  *  Gutters  *  Pressure Wash  *  Pool Cage Painting
Ask for additional services

5%
Military
Discount

Rescreenright.net

Call today for a free estimate!

941-405-5899

Free pressure wash
Free door kits

This offer is only valid with a 
full pool cage rescreen. Only 
pool cage and pool deck will 
be pressure washed. Evenings/Weekends - (941) 718-2146



Attention Parrish Residents!

Meeting Your Air Condition Needs Since 1988

Owner Performs All Work!
941-504-2331

941-725-2636
Ctm4902@Yahoo.com

Tiffney Mosley

Buying or selling 
a house shouldn’t be 
a hassle. You need 
a REAL-tor who 

“KEEPS IT REAL!”

  Welcome to 4th street, this large 4/4 on over 1/2 acre is ready for 
  its new owner with over 2,897 SqFt living.

2 bedroom 2 bath Villa with  low monthly fees available 12/1/21

Everything Included! For rent 2 bedroom 2 bath Palmetto beauty,
$2200 per month 

$489,900

$249,900

FOR RENT

Zadar CONTINUED FROM PAGE 29

cades, abundant flora and fauna, and 
over 200 species of birds. Walking 
paths and bridges allow visitors to 
explore this wilderness at a leisurely 
pace and observation posts provide 
incredible views of the raging, tum-
bling waters. I decided to pass on 
the hike (surprised?) and found a 
café by one of the smaller waterfalls 
where I basked in the warm sun, and 
enjoyed a cup of espresso and a slice 
of Baklava. Life is good!

 We headed back to the ship and 
set sail for the city of Split. Split is 
the second largest city in Croatia and 
was founded by Dorian Greeks in the 
6th century B.C. It derives its name 
from the “Spiny Broom”, a shrub 
common to the area. Like other Croa-
tian cities Split has a long history of 
foreign occupation. It first flourished 
under Roman rule and in the 1920’s 
became the most important port in the 
Kingdom of Yugoslavia. Split experi-
enced an economic boom after World 

War II, as one of the 
centers of Yugoslavian 
industrialization. New 
companies were found-
ed, factories were built, 
and the population 
tripled as people mi-
grated from rural areas 
in search of work. The 
city became the largest 
military and passen-
ger port in Yugoslavia, 
and headquarters for 

the Yugoslav Navy. Shipbuilding, 
a major industry, brought Yugosla-
via and Split international recogni-
tion and much needed investment.  
Split survived the war with Serbia 
and the recession that followed and 
has reemerged as a vibrant city with 

a strong focus on tourism. In 1979, 
the historic center of the city was 
named a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site. Next time we’ll visit the city 
and tour its most popular attraction, 
the palace of the Roman Emperor 
Diocletian, completed in 305 A.D.
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COLDWELL
BANKER

REALTY

jaarnes@tampabay.rr.com
sarasota-bradentonhomes.com

8334 Market Street
Lakewood Ranch, FL  34202

Parrish Professionals
Parenting Matters

 Parenting Matters has been a resource to 
families for twenty seven years. This organization 
was previously known as the Family Partnership 
Center. In November the Parrish Professionals heard 
a presentation from Teresa Alford, MA. Ms. Alford 
holds a degree in Sociology and previously worked 
for the Children’s Coalition before she retired.  She is 
now the coordinator of the Chosen Families Program.
 Ms. Alford has over twenty years of experience 
in helping families across the United States. I had 
the privilege of interviewing  Teresa prior to her  
presentation. I was inspired. Teresa has beautifully 
tinsel colored bobbed hair, a soothing voice and large 
smile.  She reminded me of someone?  At first I couldn’t 
remember, but as I pondered further it came to me. A 
modern day version of Cinderella’s Fairy Godmother. 
 Teresa spoke about  the parents she was actively 
assisting at Parenting Matters. She said “Parents 
call and receive assistance with adopted children 
from birth to age 17. When parents first contact me 

they often start out feeling defeated or discouraged.  
Many children in the adoption system have faced at 
least one trauma in their lives”. Just like Cinderella’s 
Fairy Godmother - Ms. Alford gives them hope and 
connects them to resources. 
 Parenting Matters Vision and Goal is to ensure 
families have access to skills and support and to provide 
education so parents can develop and sustain nurturing 
and secure relationships. Programs include: Chosen 
Families, Parent Partners, Musical Motion, Parenting 
in Recovery, and Active Parenting in Spanish. All these 
are available to those in Manatee County. 
 Parenting Matters is an organization that has 
values that include: being impactful, supportive and 
trustworthy. Parenting Matters of Manatee County 
is located at 602 3rd Street East, Bradenton, Florida 
34208. Phone 941-756-3007 Fax 941-756-3327. You 
can reach Teresa 
Alford at talford@
parentingmattersfl.org

Parrish Professionals networking group meets on the 3rd Thursday of each month at Beef 
O’Brady’s in Parrish, and we welcome your participation. For more information, visit our 

website: www.ParrishProfessionals.org or call Jackie Felix 941-504-2376. 
Parrish Professionals: “Connecting lives one referral at a time”

Carols on the Path with Living Nativity
at Peace Presbyterian Church

 Whether it’s with a formal orchestra 
or casual carols sung on a neighborhood 
path, this Christmas season at Peace will 
highlight our musicians, families, and 
Peaceful Path. 
 First, the Lakewood Ranch Wind 
Ensemble will perform a concert on 
Sunday, November 28 at 2pm. Their 
triumphant marches and lively holiday 
selections will kick off the first Sunday 
of Advent in Peace’s sanctuary. 
 On December 19, a nativity play 
featuring many of Peace’s young 
children will delight worshippers at the 
10am Sunday morning service followed 
by refreshments at Fellowship Hour.
 On the evening of December 19 
from 5pm-7pm, our Peaceful Path will 
be glowing with candles for a luminary 
walk. Our beautiful Path will be filled 
with holiday decor fashioned from plants 
that grow in our Path. Throughout the 

evening, musicians from Peace of all ages 
will sing familiar carols for you to join 
and solos to uplift you into the Christmas 
spirit. Youth and adults will perform a 
living nativity that you’ll discover as 
you walk the path, open to the whole 
community. 
 Our Christmas Eve service at 7pm on 
December 24 will provide Lessons and 
Carols, a traditional format that allows 
kids, youth, and adults to shine, offering 
their gifts to God who gave us the greatest 
Christmas gift in Jesus Christ. 

 We are located 
at 12705 FL-64 East, 
Lakewood Ranch, FL 
34212 and hope to see 
you at any or all of these 
musical offerings.

by Amy Cerniglia

by Christiana Capo

Season Presenter

TEN-MINUTE PLAY FESTIVAL
June 9-12, 2022
The Jane B. Cook Theatre
Asolo/FSU Center for the Performing Arts

STUDENT TEN-MINUTE
PLAYWRITING FESTIVAL
February 5 and 6, 2022

For more information,
call 941-799-7224 or visit
www.theatreodyssey.org/purchase-tickets

Bringing plays to life

Tears and laughter. Spine-chilling and heart-warming.
An exciting season of new short plays is coming to a stage near you!

ENCORE
Listen to Theatre Odyssey’s 
Encore three radio theater 
festivals free of charge at 
www.theatreodyssey.org/
encore

Executive Producer
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December Blood Drives

Wednesday, December 1, 2021: 7:45 AM-1:30 PM, Palmetto High School, 1200 17th 
Street West, Palmetto

Friday, December 3, 2021: 7:30 AM-1:00 PM, Tropic Isles Mobile Home Park, 1503 
28th Ave W, Palmetto

Saturday, December 4, 2021: 11:00 AM-4:00 PM, Copperstone, 8790 115th Avenue 
East, Parrish

Monday, December 6, 2021: 8:00 AM-1:00 PM, Winterset RV Park, 8515 Orange 
Grove Blvd, Palmetto 

Thursday, December 9, 2021: 8:00 AM-12:00 PM, Dunkin’ Donuts - Ellenton, 6420 
US-301, Ellenton

Friday, December 10, 2021: 9:00 AM-3:00 PM, Terra Ceia Island @ The Citrus Place, 
7200 US Highway 19, Palmetto

Saturday, December 11, 2021: 10:00 AM-3:00 PM, Lake Trevesta Club, 6120 Trevesta 
Place, Palmetto

Sunday, December 12, 2021: 10:00 AM-4:00 PM, Ellenton Premium Outlets, 5461 
Factory Shops Boulevard, Ellenton

Monday, December 13, 2021: 8:00 AM-2:00 PM, Piney Point MHP, 8600 29th Ave 
East, Palmetto

Thursday, December 16, 2021: 8:30 AM-12:30 PM, Veranda Springs, 9286 Sucia Circle 
3, Parrish

Thursday, December 16, 2021: 1:30 PM-4:30 PM, City of Palmetto - City Hall, 516 8th 
Avenue West, Palmetto 

Friday, December 17, 2021: 10:00 AM-4:00 PM, Central Jail, A14470 Harlee Road, 
Palmetto

Wednesday, December 22, 2021: 7:00 AM-2:00 PM, Dunkin’ Donuts , 6420 US-301, 
Ellenton

Friday, December 24, 2021: 9:00 AM-3:00 PM, Walmart , 508 10th St East, Palmetto

Tuesday, December 28, 2021: 1:00 PM-7:00 PM, Esplanade at Artisan Lakes, 10730 
Inglenook Terrace, Palmetto

Thursday, December 30, 2021: 9:00 AM-3:00 PM, Walmart, 508 10th St East, Palmetto

• Specializing in Medicare plans only
• Local in Parrish and in business since 2006
• Part D 
• Medicare Advantage 
• Medicare Supplement/Medigap
• Servicing FL MI OH TN TX AZ NY
• Contracted with all of the top carriers
• There is never a fee to use our service
• Annual Election Period (AEP) Oct 15th -Dec 7th 

 TAMMI LOPEZ
Licensed Independent Health Insurance Agent

Navigate Medicare with ease…

 Call to speak to an agent today! 
www.mwiallc.com

tlopez711@yahoo.com
941-259-8282 Office
941-981-9956 Fax

Not connected with or endorsed by the U.S. government or the federal Medicare program. 

MID-WEST
INSURANCE AGENCY
NAVIGATE MEDICARE WITH EASE

SUBSCRIPTION FORM FOR SUMMER TRAVELERS
I would like to subscribe to the Parrish Village News for:
______ months starting with ______ @ $2.00 per month

Total: $_____________

Please send my subscription to the following address:

Name:  _______________________________________

Address: ______________________________________

City, State, Zip Code: ____________________________

Enclose your check and mail this form to:
Parrish Village News

P. O. Box 257
Parrish, FL  34219

SUBSCRIPTION FORM
I reside out of the newspaper mailing area.

I would like to subscribe to the Parrish Village News for:
____1 year @ $24 per year    ____2 years @ $45 total

Please send my subscription to the following address:

Name:  _______________________________________

Address: ______________________________________

City, State, Zip Code: ____________________________

Enclose your check and mail this form to:
Parrish Village News

P. O. Box 257
Parrish, FL  34219# Clip and Mail#Clip and Mail
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 “PAC will support local artists and cultivate an artistically inspired community.”
PAC is dedicated to building and enriching the community through the ARTS.

The Parrish Arts Council is a 501(c)3 non-profit serving Manatee County and the surrounding region since 2013.

by Nancy White, 
Parrish Arts Council

News
December ART Challenge  

 December’s Art Challenge theme is “Holiday 
Cards”. Do you create your cards? How do you 
create them?  Let’s see how many cards we can share 
and brighten someone’s day. We’d love to have you 
post your work in progress and completed artwork 
on our Facebook page and tag #parrishartscouncil 
on Instagram. Express and share your creativity.  
We are looking forward to see what everyone 
shares. For more information, check out the Call to 
Artist link on our website parrishartscouncil.org. If 
you have an idea for a future challenge, contact us, 
getinvolved@parrishartscouncil.org.

Call To Artists
 Holiday Exhibition is for our Members. 
The exhibition will be juried and 10 - 12 pieces of 
artwork will be selected to exhibit at the Rocky 
Bluff Library. Our theme is the Fall/Winter Holi-
days as the exhibition will take place from Oc-
tober 30th to January 8th, 2022. Visit the PAC 
website for more information on dates. 

 

Exhibitions
 The “Reflections” exhibition is our annual 
Photography Competition. “Reflections” has 
been extended until January 8, 2022 at the Rocky 
Bluff Library. Stop by during their normal busi-
ness hours to see the awesome and talented local 
artists. Artwork may be purchased by contacting 
the artist. Thank you to the Rocky Bluff Library 
for hosting! If you have suggestions for themes, 
please send us an email. 

East2West Art Market
 We’ll have pictures and updates from the art-
ist next month. THANK YOU to our East2West 
Art Market sponsors and donors.  We could not 

have had a successful event without your help.  
The following were either sponsors or donated 
raffle items - Bradenton Area Arts & Culture, 
Center for Skin Wellness, Gettel Toyota, Manatee 
Memorial Hospital, Parrish Village News, Pinch-
A-Penny, Sorcha Augustine, Gayle Anderson, 
Acupuncture and Herbal Solutions, Art Center 
Manatee, ArtFinity, Atria Bread and Cafe, Blue 
Door Spa, Flair Salon, FL DOT/Valerin, Flori-
da Railroad Museum, Jeannie Neels Hairstylist, 
Manhattan Liquor Store, Paintings by Katherine, 
Simply Chic Salon, The Teal Turtle, Teez by De-
sign, UPS Store Parrish, Walmart Palmetto on 
301, Walmart Rte 70, YCMA - Lakewood Ranch, 
Sue Halsteen Koval, Michelle Polito, Gayle An-
derson, Monica Swartley, and Sally Wooldridge.
 If you want to support the ARTS and be a 
sponsor for next years East2West Art Market, 
contact us for more information.

PAC Artfully Angels
 Artfully Angels Card Collection! We had 
such fun making holiday cards on November 5th. 
We have a great collection of holiday cards, so 
THANK YOU to all of those that could attend 
and those that have donated.  We can’t wait to de-
liver them  to Greenbrier Rehab & Nursing Cen-
ter. We’d like to deliver them the first week of 
December, so feel free to contact us or send to PO 
Box 5, Parrish, FL  34219. It was so encouraging 
and a very successful community project, we will 
be planning another card creating session in 2022 
to create cards. If we can get enough cards each 
quarter, we would love to expand our program.

 Save The Date
 Members Holiday Party! - December 14th 
from 6pm - 8pm at the Parrish United Methodist 
Church.  It will be potluck so bring your favorite 
dish and beverage.  We will have an activity or 
two to do along with a gift exchange.
 ArtConversations! - The January 18th Art-
Conversations will be at The Parrish United 
Methodist Church. This will be our Annual Mem-
bership Meeting and Drive. Artists are welcome 
to bring something to work on as the meeting 
isn’t very long.

Call To Members
 The “Fair Time” is our next exhibition at the 
Rocky Bluff Library. All hanging mediums are 
invited to share your “Fair Time”.  Is there a cool 
photo you captured of the ferris wheel, the enter-
tainment or just the fair atmosphere.   Deadline 
for submissions is Dec 22nd.  The exhibition will 
be on display from Jan 8 to Feb 26. 
 Do you like journalism or writing? We are 
looking for help in writing our monthly Parrish 
Village News article, our monthly PAC Newslet-
ter and a secretary.
 Don’t forget that our Facebook page and In-
stagram are there to share information and your 
artwork. People love to see the progress that art-
ists make or the progress in a piece of artwork. 
With so many talented members, we’d love to 
have you share what you love to do.  
 If you’d like to teach a small class at one of 
our ArtConversations, please contact us at get-
involved@parrishartscouncil.org.. We want to 
bring ART to the community and to share with 
other artists and art enthusiast. 

Artist’s Tip of the Day
 Try something new, you may actually enjoy it.  
If you paint big, then try painting a smaller piece.  
If you paint small, increase the size and don’t 
worry about the details. Feel free to add your tips 
to our Facebook Page. If you have any subjects 
you’d like to get tips on, ask us on Facebook or 
email us at getinvolved@parrishartscouncil.org

Members Benefits
 There are many advantages to becoming a 
member of the Parrish Arts Council. Opportu-
nities to exhibit, ArtConversations!, sharing 
knowledge, meeting other artists, and keeping 
art in the community to mention a few. Mem-
bers also enjoy free or discounted participation 
in art activities throughout the year. Single PAC 
Adult Memberships are $25 and single PAC 
Youth Memberships are $15 with both being 
annually, January through December. More in-
formation regarding membership may be found 
on our website: parrishartscouncil.org
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Trivia Answers can be found
on page 52.

The holidays have arrived and with it I hope 
you will have some quality time with friends 
and family. While relaxing after your holiday 
meals, test your December trivia knowledge 
with some of the below questions and learn 

together what happened in December.
1. What are the December astrological 
signs?
2. What is the name of December’s full 
Moon?
3. In 1955, the birth of the modern 
American civil rights movement 
occurred. What event galvanized this 
movement?
4. In December 1990, England was 
connected to mainland Europe for the first 
time since the Ice Age. What structure 
connected the two bodies of land?
5. In 1823, “Monroe Doctrine” was 
introduced to the Congress, prohibiting 
any further colonization of the American 
continents by European powers. Who’s 
the author of this doctrine?
6. The leader in the neo-impressionist 
movement of the late 19th Century was born 
in December 2, 1859. What’s his name?
7. In 1791, the oldest Sunday 
newspaper in the world, was first 
published in Britain. What’s the name of 
this publication?
8. In 1791, a famous composer died a 
pauper at age 35 in Vienna, Austria. During 
his brief life, he created over 600 musical 
compositions and is widely considered one 
of the finest composers who ever lived. 
What’s the name of this composer?
9. In 1933, The 18th Amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution was repealed. What 
was the amendment for?
10. In December 5, 1782, the first 
President who was born a citizen of the 
United States was born. Who was he?
11. In 1865, The 13th Amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution was ratified. What’s 
the amendment for?
12. What gadget was invented by 
Thomas Edison in 1877?
13. Which state became the first state to 
adopt the new constitution of the United 
States of America, in 1787?
14. Which U.S. Naval base was attacked 
by nearly 200 Japanese aircraft in a raid 
that lasted just over one hour and left 
nearly 3,000 Americans dead, in 1941?
15. Which former Beatle musician was 
assassinated in New York City, in 1980?
16. What became effective following 
ratification by Virginia in 1791? 
17. What’s the name of the French 
physician who was born in St. Remy, 
Provence, France, in 1503?
18. In 1939 a big screen movie featuring 
appearances by Vivien Leigh and Clark 
Gable had its world premiere in Atlanta. 
What’s the name of this movie?

Interesting December Dates in Florida History
December, 1571 - Pedro Menéndez wrecks at Cape Canaveral and meets hostile 
natives thought to be of the Ais Indian Nation.

December 1894 - Big freeze! Temperatures plummeted to as low as 18 degrees in 
Orlando and 27 degrees in West Palm Beach.

December 7, 2010 - A minimum temperature of 40° F at Fort Lauderdale, broke 
a record for that date set in 1841. On the 15th, minimum temperatures of 46° F at 
Key West and 31° F at Sarasota broke records in existence since 1885 and 1915, 
respectively. Later in the month, minima at Tallahassee (18° F), Jacksonville (20° 
F), and Gainesville (21° F) broke records in existence since 1925. Further, many 
record-low maximum temperatures were observed during the month.

December 10, 1880 - The South Florida Railroad, controlled by Henry B. Plant, 
becomes the first railroad to arrive in Tampa.

December 26, 1827 - Hamilton and Madison County is created.

December 28, 1835 - U.S. Army column consisting of 107 officers and men un-
der the command Brevet Major Francis Langhorne Dade were ambushed at Dade 
Battlefield Historic State Park by 180 Seminole warriors led by Micanopy, Alliga-
tor and Jumper. In a battle that lasted from about 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., all but three 
soldiers – including all of the officers – were killed. It was a defeat that shocked 
the nation, struck at the heart of the Army and led directly to the longest and 
mostly costly Indian war in American history.

December 31, 1820 - Andrew Jackson leaves office as the governor of Florida.

1 National Christmas Lights Day
1 World AIDS Day
1 Worldwide Food Service Safety
 Month
2 National Mutt Day
2 International Day for the Abolition
 of Slavery 
3 National Green Bean Casserole
 Day 
3 Let’s Hug Day
4 National Sock Day
4 Tree Dressing Day 
4 National Cookie Day 
4 World Wildlife Conservation Day
5 International Ninja Day 
5 Bathtub Party Day
7 National Letter Writing Day
7 National Pearl Harbor Day of
 Remembrance
8 Pretend To Be A Time Traveler Day
8 National Brownie Day
9 International Day of Veterinary
 Medicine 
9 National Pastry Day 
10 Nobel Prize Day 
10 International Animal Rights Day 
10 Human Rights Day
11 UNICEF Birthday
12 Universal Health Coverage Day 
12 Gingerbread House Day 
12 National Poinsettia Day 
 13 National Ice Cream Day 
13 National Cocoa Day
14 Roast Chestnuts Day 
14 Monkey Day 
14 National Energy Conservation Day 
15 National Cat Herders Day 
16 Day of Reconciliation
17 National Ugly Sweater Day 
17 Wright Brother’s Day
18 Answer The Telephone Like Buddy 
 The Elf Day 
18 Bake Cookies Day 
18 National Roast Suckling Pig Day 
18 National Wreaths Across America Day
19 Look for an Evergreen Day
20 Go Caroling Day 
21 Yule
21 Winter Solstice 
21 Humbug Day 
22 National Cookie Exchange Day 
23 National Pfeffernusse Day
23 National Christmas Movie 
 Marathon Day
24 Christmas Eve
24 National Eggnog Day
25 Christmas 
25 National Pumpkin Pie Day
26 National Thank You Note Day 
26 Boxing Day 
26 Kwanzaa
28 Proclamation Day 
28 National Chocolate Candy Day 
28 National Call a Friend Day 
29 Still Need To Do Day 
30 National Bacon Day 
30 National Resolution Planning Day
31 Make Up Your Mind Day 
31 National Champagne Day 
31 New Year’s Eve

Florida History
Florida House, Washington, DC

 In the late 1960s, Rhea and Lawton Chiles were on vacation in Washington D.C. with 
their young children. They were lost and found themselves on Embassy Row. One of the 
children said “Let’s go to Florida’s embassy, and they will tell us where we are.” They 
explained that only foreign countries had embassies and that states did not. The idea, 
however, intrigued Mrs. Chiles.
 Lawton Chiles was first elected to the Senate in 1970, serving for eighteen years. Walk-
ing by a house at 200 East Capitol Street in what was then an unsafe neighborhood, Mrs. 
Chiles noticed a For Sale sign in the window. The house was in total disrepair – almost to 
the point of needing demolition. The second floor had fallen, the windows were boarded 
up and homeless people were living in the basement. Her child’s comment about “Florida’s 
Embassy” immediately came to mind. With that as her vision, she arranged the purchase of 
the property with $5,000 of her own money and $120,000 raised from friends in Florida.
 An architect working on the Library of Congress, Edwin C. Manning, built the Vic-
torian-style row house in 1891 as his residence. The cost was $5,000. For historical pur-
poses, Florida House is still considered The Manning Home. When Mr. Manning built 
the house, the land between the house and the front steps of the Capitol was vacant. The 
Supreme Court had not been built and the Library of Congress was under construction.
 Mr. Manning sold the home to William Michael and his wife, Nannie. They lived in 
the lower level of the townhouse and maintained the second and third floors as a rooming 
house for income. Mr. Michael started many businesses in D.C. and owned a dairy, a 5¢ 
& 10¢ store, a movie theater, and several pieces of real estate. Senator Rice Reynolds of 
North Carolina bought the house for $25,000 in 1942. While living here Senator Reynolds 
married his fifth wife, who was 25-years old to his 75. We attribute the mirror in the living 
room to the mother of the bride, Evelyn Walsh McLean, as a wedding gift to the couple. 
Mrs. McLean was the last person to own the Hope Diamond before Harry Winston bought 
it at auction and had it sent directly to the Smithsonian Natural History Museum.
 In the 1960’s the house was divided into small rooms for use as a boarding house. We 
have learned that the former president of the University of Miami lived in the basement 
while he was attending school in Washington, DC.
 After purchasing the house, Mrs. Chiles supervised the historic restoration of the 
100-year-old Manning House that came to be Florida House. She preferred the sound of 
Number One Second Street over the original address of 200 East Capitol Street so you ac-
tually enter the house from the back. Guests pass under the beautiful stained glass window 
with the number 200 over the original front door as they head into the garden. The loca-
tion of the house is certainly remarkable. We share the four corners of East Capitol Street 
and Second Street, NE, with the Supreme Court, the Jefferson Building of the Library of 
Congress, and the Folger Shakespeare Museum.
 Mrs. Chiles operated Florida House on a shoestring for the first ten years. In 1982 the 
beams holding up the third floor broke and everything came tumbling down. Major structural 
and interior renovation was done. At the same time the Board of Trustees decided the furnish-
ings in the house should reflect that of a home built in 1891. They began to acquire the beauti-
ful antiques and art that now fill the house. Many of the furnishings have been given in honor 
of someone, in memory of someone or just because the benefactor loved Florida House.
 Approximately 10,000 guests visit the house each year. These guests include Floridians 
visiting Washington, school groups, state and federal legislators, Supreme Court Justices and 
members of the local and Florida business community. For over 40 years Florida House has 
been of service to Floridians and their guests, a home-away-from in the nation’s capital.
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St. Mary’s Baptist Church
Erie Road

Parrish, Florida 34219

Reverend Fletcher Lawson, Jr., Pastor
941-776-3723

Fellowship Alliance Church
5735 69th Street East

Palmetto, Florida 34221
Phone: 941-723-9593

www.FellowshipAllianceChurch.com
 Sunday School - 9:30 for all ages

Sunday Services - 10:45 AM
Wed. Eve. - Dinner 5:30 PM - $3 per person

Bible Study - 6:00 PM
Prayer Time - 7:00 PM

North River Church of Christ
13885 U.S. Highway 301 North

Parrish, Florida 34219
(941) 776-1134

www.nrchurchofchrist.org
mail@nrchurchofchrist.org

Sundays
Bible Classes (all ages) . . . . . 10:00 AM
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . .11:00 AM
Evening Worship . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 PM

Wednesdays
Bible Classes . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:00 PM

Video Sermons Available
“Our passion is pursuing God’s Word and His Glory”

EMMANUEL BAPTIST CHURCH
OF PARRISH

8305 Highway 301 North
Parrish, Florida 34219

Church Office - 722-0218
Dr. Scott Douglas, Pastor

Sunday Services
9:15 AM....................Sunday School
10:30 AM ......................................Worship

Tuesday
9:30  AM. . . . . . . . . . . Women’s/Men’s Bible Studies

EVERYONE WELCOME!
(Nursery Provided)

First Baptist Church of Gillette
3301 Moccasin Wallow Road

Palmetto, Florida 34221
(941) 722-1937

contactus@gillettefbc.org
www.gillettefbc.org

Sunday Service
Sunday School - 9:30 AM

Children’s Worship - 10:30 AM
Worship Service - 10:30 AM

Everyone Welcome!  (Nursery Provided)

Harvest Field
Community Church

Where you can count on Christ!
Non-denominational

Bible based - Christ centered

7710 121st Avenue East, Parrish, FL

Bible Study 7:00 PM each Wednesday

“Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore to
send out workers into his harvest fields.”

Mat. 9:38 NIV

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church

11915 82nd St E
Parrish, FL 34219

941-776-2568

Rev. James W. Berrien, Pastor

WE SAY YES TO CHRIST!!!!!!

Back to the Word Church
Pastor : Dr. Jim Parker

310 Bougainvillea Cir., Parrish, FL 34219
118 S. Winter Cir., Avon Park, FL  33825

941-773-7081

Sabbath Services:
Saturday at 10:30 AM - Parrish, FL

Saturday at 7:30 PM - Avon Park, FL

Worship Services
10:00 AM
Sundays

Nursery available

Casual dress, warm fellowship
Music is a combination

of contemporary and hymns

Pastor:
Rev. Terry L. Cary - 941-725-4150

www.harvestfieldcc.org

BETH ISRAEL
The Jewish Congregation of Sun City Center

1115 Del Webb Blvd. E.
Sun City Center   (813) 634-2590

SHABBAT SERVICES   FRIDAY EVENING AT 7:45 PM
TORAH STUDY   SATURDAY AT 12 NOON

Rabbi: Philip Aronson     Cantor: Dr. Sam Isaac
Email:  FellowshipAllianceChurch@gmail.com

Small Groups - call Church Office for times

Come Check Us Out

Everyone Welcome - Casual Dress
Service Time:

Sunday 10:00 AM
www.westcoast-church.com

11750 U.S, Highway 301
Parrish, FL 34219
(941) 776-2422

5525 Fort Hamer Road
Parrish, FL 34219

941-803-4722

casual atmosphere - engaging music
biblical teaching - fun kids/students programs

For more information, 
including service times, visit:
www.gonorthriver.org

North River
     Apostolic Church
          of Jesus Christ

3914 US 301 N
     APOSTOLIC in doctrine
               PENTECOSTAL in experience

941-723-9693

St.	  Mary's	  Episcopal	  Church	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  (Iglesia	  de	  Santa	  Maria)	  

1010	  24th	  Ave	  W	  
Palme;o	  FL	  34221	  
(941)722-‐5292	  

Holy	  Eucharist/	  Santa	  Eucaris,a	  

The	  Episcopal	  Church	  welcomes	  you!	  
La	  Iglesia	  Episcopal	  le	  da	  la	  bienvenida!	  

The	  Rev.	  Glen	  Graczyk,	  Priest	  
The	  Rev.	  William	  de	  la	  Torre,	  Sacerdote	  

	  
Wednesday/	  Miércoles	  
	  	  Holy	  Eucharist	  and	  Healing	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  9:30	  am	  
Grupo	  de	  Oración	  y	  Alabanza	  	  6:30pm	  	  

Sunday/	  Domingo	  
	  	  	  Rite	  II	  (Contempory	  	  language)	  	  	  	  	  	  	  7:45	  am	  
	  	  	  Rite	  II	  (Contemporary	  language)	  	  10:00	  am	  
	  Santa	  Eucaristá	  	  (Español)	  	  	  1:00	  pm	  
	  

Wednesday
6:00 PM . . . Bible Study/Prayer/Children/Youth

Website:  ebcparrish.org
Email:  office@ebcparrish.org

2nd Friday each month - Friday Night Coffee House - 7 to 10 
PM.  The coffee house offers:  praise music, a featured artist or 
group (genre varies from month to month), open mic and free 

refreshments

Parrish United 

Methodist Church 
Connecting people with the life-changing  

power of Jesus Christ 
 

Check out our online worship service  
and in person worship times  

at www.parrishumc.com 
 

12180 Highway 301 North 
Parrish FL 34219 
(941) 776-1539 

 

Parrish Episcopal Church
Where all are welcome!

Holy Communion
Sunday 10:00 AM

St Thomas Chapel @ DaySpring
Episcopal Conference Center

8411 25th Street East
Parrish Florida 34219

Visit on the Web at 
ParrishEpiscopalChurch.org
cfleming@episcopalswfl.org

www.stmaryspalmetto.com

Sunday Worship
10:00 am - Indoors
Visit us at peacepcusa.com 

or Peace PSCUSA Facebook page.

12125 71st Street East (PO Box 195)
Parrish, FL 34219

941-776-1533
www.firstbaptistchurchofparrish.org

Church12125@verizon.net

Sunday Services
  
Sunday School..........................................9:45 am
Morning Worship..................................11:00 am
Evening Worship..................................6:00 pm
Children’s Ministry......................................6:00 pm

St. Frances X. Cabrini
Catholic Church

12001 69th Street East, Parrish, Florida 34219
941-776-9097

Daily Mass 8:30 AM
Saturday Mass 4:00 PM

Sunday Mass 8:00 AM & 10:15 AM
Confession Saturday at 2:00 PM

Watch all Masses online www.sfxcparrish.com



Answers to December Trivia

1. Sagittarius and Capricorn
2. Full Cold Moon
3. Rosa Parks was arrested in 
Montgomery, Alabama, for refusing 
to give up her seat to a white man 
and move to the back section of a 
municipal bus.
4. English Channel
5. President James Monroe
6. Georges Seurat
7. The Observer
8. Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
9. Prohibition Amendment

10. Martin van Buren
11. The 13th Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution was ratified abolishing slavery.
12. Phonograph
13. Delaware
14. The U.S. Naval base at Pearl Harbor, 
Hawaii.
15. John Lennon
16. The Bill of Rights (first 10 amendments 
to the U.S. Constitution)
17. Nostradamus. He wrote astrological 
predictions in rhymed quatrains, believed 
by many to foretell the future.
18. Gone with the Wind

sports bar I full clubhouse I  restaurant
~ reopenInG soon! ~     

membershIps startInG as low as $1.00 I aqua ranGe I lessons avaIlable

Become a member for a day! Or a lifetime!
Call for Tee Times (941) 723-0500 

or visit GOLFTHEMOC.COM to book online 
Located just seconds off  of  I-75 and I-275

 in Palmetto at exit 229 
Just 30 minutes from St. Petersburg, Tampa and Sarasota  

Tee off  on this newly renovated championship course featuring TifEagle greens and 
Celebration Bermuda tees and fairways. Experience why The Moc is becoming 

“one of  the best golf  facilities in the Tampa Bay area.”

GOLFTHEMOC.COM

@GOLF THE MOC#GOLFTHEMOC

Specialized Dental Care for Infants, Children & Adolescents
Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

Friendly Dental Team
State-of-the-Art Technology, Software & Equipment

Themed Rooms for Your Child’s Enjoyment
Digital Radiographs

Sedation Options Available
Participates with Most PPO Insurances

Mention theParrish Village Newsto receive a FREEDental Exam forKids Under2 Years Old*!*offer valid for patientswithout insurance
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    Physical Therapy, Aquatics, Wellness
    New Patients and Walk-Ins WELCOME
    UV LIGHT PURIFIED A/C
    State of the Art WELLNESS EQUIPMENT
    Most INSURANCES Accepted, Call for Information

    Monthly GYM MEMBERSHIP
    INSURANCE PROGRAMS
    Our INDOOR POOL Is Open
    Aquatic Therapy for “Healing Waters of Parrish”
    Water Aerobics & Aqua Zumba classes Available

Dragon Boat Paddler

ANYTIME • ANYWHERE • ANYONE  • TRAINING • NUTRITION • RECOVERY

Hello, I am Peggy Beamer, a competitive Dragon Boat paddler for 10 years. I have been 
using the Parrish Anytime Fitness as my training center to prepare for major competitions 
since April, 2019.  Most recently, I worked with Bill Carr as my personal trainer leading 
up to my competition at the National Championships held October 1-3 at Benderson 
Park.  Bill was instrumental in fine-tuning my training. I was able to bring home 6 gold 
medals and my team, HEAT, swept gold in all 5 divisions.  I will be back working with 
Bill in the spring as I ramp up my preparations for the July event!          Peggy Beamer

• 24/7 access to over 700 virtual fitness classes
• State-of-the-art equipment
• 24/7 secured facility
• Access to over 4,000 clubs worldwide
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Letter from the Editor

 With this issue of the Parrish Village News, I will have been edit-
ing this wonderful paper for a whole year. Time has flown by! I hope 
I have kept the good things you liked about it when Cookie was in 
charge, and added a few tidbits to make it just a little bit better. Feel 
free to reach out and let me know if there is anything you would rather 
see more of (or less of, for that matter).

Parrish Hometown Christmas
 The annual Hometown Christmas on the lawn of the SouthState 
Bank is coming up quickly! On December 11th from 4:00 - 8:00, 
come see Santa and the Grinch, enjoy some yummy food from local 
vendors, arts and crafts, and of course, the magical snow slide! There 
will be entertainment throughout the event including some Christmas 
Carols from Parrish Playworks and Yours Truly will be singing along 
as part of that group.

In This Month’s Issue
 Our cover story and page 2 sections this month are full of informa-
tion about what the Parrish Civic Association has been working on. 
You will notice on page 6, the community calendar is filled with lots 
of events and happenings in the area for the month of December. 
 I hope you enjoyed the new County Corner found on page 5. Jen-
nifer was very busy for December and found all kinds of information 
outlining what has been happening at the County level and what is 
scheduled to happen in the near future. The Parrish Business Alliance 
information, including upcoming events and meetings, can be found 
on page 7 from this issue forward. Don’t panic, Cookie’s recipes and 
the travel section are still there, just look on page 29 for Cookie’s lat-
est treats and Ralph’s adventures.
 Our local schools have been very busy all semester with interesting 
items and events, look to page 16 for what to see at the Florida Railroad 
Museum in 2022 and on page 30 is the continuing series about our own 
theater company Parrish Playworks, with a new interview of Mandy 
Kersey. All our other regular features are back again and some addi-
tional fun articles and interesting tidbits. So sit back with a hot toddy or 
a cup of cocoa and enjoy your local hometown paper!

Are You Really Reading the PVN?
 Oh my goodness! No one found Minkey in the November issue! I 
thought he was really obvious! Look to the continuation of the cover 
story at Santa on page 28. Minkey is sitting on Santa’s knee. 
 Mostly I have been getting positive comments about our monkey 
game, so look for him again in this issue. I’ll give you a hint, he 
was making new friends....The first person who sends me an email 
identifying his location, gets a free membership to the PCA for one 
year... Read on and good luck!!

December 2021

Tami Vaughan
Editor/Publisher

Parrish Village News
pvn@pcafla.org

941-776-8222

Parrish Civic Association
Parrish Village News

Name ___________________________________________

Address __________________________________________

City, State, Zip____________________________________

Phone No. ______________________________________ 

Email Address ____________________________________
(Above information is for PCA use only. We do not give out or sell to outside parties.) 

Please check one: New Member Renewal

 o $50.00 PCA Resident Supporter
 o $100.00 PCA Business Supporter

Amount Enclosed $ _________________  Level: _________________

Make Check Payable to:
Parrish Civic Association

PO Box 257, Parrish, FL  34219

Parrish Civic Association
(not for profit)

Membership Form
(please print)




