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by Mimi Sheffer
 Hearts 4 Heroes Thrifty Boutique is a new 
local non-profit thrift store helping and supporting 
Veterans and their service dogs. 
 This story begins in 2020, when Jeanette Rivera 
lost her 34-year career with Marriott because of the 
pandemic. Jeanette was passionate about rescue 
animals and the rescue community, so she followed 
her heart and joined a rescue organization called 
Noah’s Ark. They set up a yard sale fundraiser 
to help the organization but due to inclement 
weather conditions, the yard sale was postponed 
several times. Frustrated by the weather challenges 
and eager to help support the rescue community, 
Jeannette and her group realized that a thrift shop 
would be a more reliable long-term method to 
support the rescue community.
 Noah’s Ark Thrifty Boutique opened in May of 
2021 in the Ellenton Commons shopping plaza, 
located at 822 US Highway 301 North in Parrish. It 
was a huge success, says Jeanette Rivera, “because 
people love to help the animals.”
 After organizational changes and covid-related 

Business Spotlight: Noah’s Ark Becomes Hearts 4 Heroes Thrift Boutique
challenges, Jeanette took over as the Store Manager 
and partnered with Kelly Kowall, who founded My 
Warrior’s Place. The service focus of the store grew to 
encompass the needs and support of Veterans and their 
service animals, so the store changed its name to Hearts 
4 Heroes Thrifty Boutique.
 Jeanette says, “It is humbling to see how generous 
the local community is to us. It is so nice when the 
customers are excited to shop at our store. The energy 
is positive and we truly 
want everyone to have 
a positive experience. 
The most gratifying 
aspect of our business 
is the camaraderie and 
the positive energy. Our 
volunteers are cheerful 
and love working in the 
store. I think that shows 
when customers come to 
shop with us.” 
 Many customers 

North Central Overlay – Should it 
Stay or Should it Go?

 Over the last several months a discussion 
has arisen with the Manatee County Board 
of County Commissioners (BOCC) as to 
the removal of the North Central Overlay 
(NCO) from the Land Development Code 
(LD). The Parrish Civic Association would 
like to provide this educational article in 
an effort to assist the Parrish Community 
in understanding the NCO further.
 To begin, just a quick lesson providing a 
breakdown of the basics of county govern-
ment. Florida Statute 163.3202 speaks to 
the land development regulations and re-
quires the county to submit to the state a 
comprehensive plan that outlines the goals, 
objectives, and policies on areas such as 
land use, transportation, environmental 
protection, coastal protection, affordable 
housing, utility services, and historic pres-

ervation. The LDC that is used by the 
county puts into effect the comprehen-
sive plan by determining the regulations, 
procedures and standards for review and 
approval of all development and use of 
land in unincorporated areas in the coun-
ty. Parrish is an unincorporated area in 
Manatee County, so it is subject to the 
rules of the LDC.
 The NCO was originally adopted and 
incorporated into the LDC on April 11, 
2005, by Ordinance 05-05. The entire 
NCO is found under Section 403.12 of 
the Manatee County LDC for those that 
would like to research further. The NCO 
covers an area of approximately 72,000 
acres (see map accompanying this article 
for reference as to area coverage).
 The overlay was originally put 

Aaannnnddddd
That’s A Wrap!

 The 2022 Parrish Heritage Day Parade & 
Festival is in the books and what an amazing 
turnout we had! The day got started with 
the parade which was full of participants 
including school groups, local businesses, 
county officials, law enforcement, the 
Parrish Fire Department and, of course, our 
very special guests, the Youngbloods, Alan 
and Robert who served as this year’s Grand 
Marshalls. (Please see page 7 for article on 
the Youngblood brothers.)
 The parade ended at the school, but the 
festival was just beginning next door on Fort 
Hamer Road! Over 3,000 local residents 
gathered to the festivities where they began 
with a walk down the vendor area with over 
45 local vendors who were selling a variety 
of different items. And of course, the Parrish 
Civic Association had many who stopped by 
to say hello and check out the new Parrish 
Heritage Society which had pictures laid out 
showing the history of the people and places 
of Parrish. Kid row was another fabulous 
area where the fun started with animals, 
which every age loves, compliments of 
2nd Chance Ranch. The good times carried 
on with carnival games, prizes, rock climb 
wall, shark rodeo, Zorb ball track and bungy 
jump. But the fun didn’t end there because 
the amazing Parrish Fire Department 

Please see Hearts CONTINUED ON PAGE 28

Please see Heritage Day CONTINUED ON PAGE 28

Please see NOC  
CONTINUED ON 

PAGE 28
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Hello Parrish Residents and Businesses:
 I would just like to take a moment and introduce 
myself as the new Parrish Civic Association 
(PCA) president. I am honored to be serving as 
the President for the PCA and myself and our 
amazing board have some wonderful new ideas 
for the community that we are hard at work in 
accomplishing. But as you all know, it truly takes 
a VILLAGE to get things accomplished for the 
community and so we are calling on all residents 
and businesses to get involved and help our 
organization grow!

 Each month under this section you will be able 
to see the upcoming schedule for our monthly 
meeting and we hope you will take the time to 
attend and learn about what is happening in the 
Parrish area.

 We strive to be the “One Stop Shop For 
Anything Parrish.” If you would like to add 
your free business listing (name and phone 
number – MUST BE PARRISH BUSINESS 
OR RESIDENT LIVING IN PARRISH) please 
contact me or if you have suggestions for additional 
content or to tell us about an upcoming event to 
add to the calendar, please contact me. 

PUBLIC FORUM MEETING
APRIL 19, 2022 (6:30 P.M. TO 7:30 P.M.)

Parrish Community High School, Media Room
7505 Fort Hamer Road, Parrish, FL 34219

1. Board Introduction.
2. New Attendee Introductions.
3. What is the Parrish Civic Association and why 
should I get involved?
4. Upcoming Community Events. 
    WE NEED VOLUNTEERS!
5. New Potential Business Presentation – Frank and 
Melissa Dressman.
6. Resident/Business Concerns.

 We always appreciate feedback and suggestions. 
If you can’t make the meeting, please feel free 
to reach out to me with comments, concerns or 
questions at jenniferhamey@gmail.com.

 Additionally, check out our brand new website 
at: www.parrishcivicassociation.com.

Parrish Civic Association
by Jennifer Hamey, PCA President

#PCAOneVoice
To join the PCA fill out the membership form 
below.

Parrish Civic Association, Inc
(A 501(c)(4) not-for-profit Association)

Website: www.parrishcivicassociation.com
https://www.facebook.com/ParrishCivicAssociation

Name: ________________________________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Phone#: ______________________________ Email:____________________________________________
(The PCA does not share or sell membership information to outside sources.)

MEMBERSHIP LEVELS

o $50.00 PCA Individual/Family Membership (Membership includes monthly distribution of  the Parrish 
Village News (PVN); contribution to free community events; contribution to cost of  meeting rooms and 
supplies for the public/board meetings; access to PCA board for research and answers to county/Parrish 
concerns; advocacy to the county by PCA for needs/wants of  community majority)

o $250.00 PCA Business Membership – Bronze Level (Membership includes PVN Welcome; complimentary 
attendance to Parrish Business Association (PBA) meetings; business spotlight on PBA FB page; access 
to member only content; name and phone number on PCA website; access to PBA member directory)

o $500.00 PCA Business Membership – Silver Level (Membership includes Bronze Level perks PLUS PBA 
meeting recognition; name, address, phone number & PBA preferred status on the PCA website; 10% 
discount on ads in PVN/website; signage at either Xmas Lighting or Heritage Day (member’s choice)

o $1,000.00 PCA Business Membership – Gold Level (Membership includes Bronze & Silver Level perks 
PLUS PVN spotlight article; additional 5% discount on ads in PVN/website; signage with logo at Xmas 
Lighting and Heritage Day.

  ** To join either send check made payable to PCA, PO Box 257, Parrish, Florida 34219 or go online to 
www.parrishcivicassociation.com

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING THE PCA!
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 It is natural for us to try to find 
causal links that enable us to con-
clude that one event is affected by 
another; that is, the existence of a 
physical object or an action always 
results in the existence (or a change) 
in another object or action.
 Our inquisitive nature pushes for 
answers to explain such relation-
ships and encourages us to predict 
what will happen in the future.  
What medications should I take to 
get well? What events caused the 
price of my stock to tumble? What 
did I say to damage my relationship 
with my friend? To assign such at-
tributions helps us to take corrective 
action and make sense of our world.
 We must, however, approach such 
endeavors with caution. When two 
things occur in close proximity, it is 
a mistake to automatically assume 
that one caused the other. There 
could be all types of causal/non-
causal associations in play.

Spurious Cases for Causality
 Holding their feet to the fire.  
When my friend Dr. Al Weir was a 
doctor in Nigeria, he witnessed a lot 
of young men being brought into 
the hospital with severe burns on 
their feet. They were victims of sei-
zures. When they had an attack, their 
parents, thinking they were dying, 
would stick their feet in the fire to 
bring them back to life. And voilà, it 
worked – in their minds anyway.  But 
there was no causality at all in the 
process. The young men would have 
come out of their seizures regardless. 
 Before we cast dispersions on 
these antiquated ways of thinking, 
we should examine some of the sto-
ries of folk medicine in the United 
States. They are replete with home 
remedies that people would swear 
worked. Putting a raisin in the belly-
button of a newborn to heal the um-
bilical cord stump, blowing smoke 
in a child’s ear to cure an infection, 
wiping a baby’s eyes with a wet 
diaper, and using cobwebs to stop 
bleeding are just a few of these treat-
ments that were used to cure various 
ailments. It is a wonder that any of 
us survived. These home remedies 
came from incorrectly assigning 
causality to treatments. 
 Granny’s Cold Cure. In Season 
04 Episode 15 of the Beverly Hillbil-
lies, Dr. Granny Clampett touts her 

cure for the common cold that she 
has been prescribing for 45 years.  
She is surprised that no one in Bev-
erly Hills has heard of it; for years 
ago the benefit of her elixir known 
as “Cold Cure” was written up on 
the front page of the Razorback Hog 
Breeders Gazette. Toward the end of 
the episode Granny is asked for the 
directions for taking her tonic.

 Granny: Take one spoonful of 
Cold Cure, eat sensible, get lots 
of rest, and drink plenty of water.
 Jed: And in a week or ten 
days, your cold will be gone.

Causality Being Promoted for 
Vested Interests
 In 1998, Dr. Andrew Wakefield (a 
London surgeon) and 12 of his col-
leagues authored a series of papers 
in the journal Lancet, strongly sug-
gesting that the measles, mumps, 
and rubella (MMR) vaccine could 
cause autism. Albeit the research 
had a number of flaws (including 
small sample size, lack of a control 
group, and highly questionable con-
clusions) it received wide reader-
ship. Soon after the article surfaced, 
a number of other studies were con-
ducted, and papers were published 
refuting Wakefield’s claims. Ten of 
the 12 coauthors quickly retracted 
their submissions.
 Furthermore, it was discovered 
that Wakefield had some financial 
conflicts of interest involving the 
study. He had been receiving money 
from lawyers who were involved in 
litigation against the companies that 
had produced the vaccine. Prior to 
Wakefield’s publication in The Lan-
cet, he had been working on his own 
measles vaccine which of course 
would have greatly benefited him 
financially. Moreover, the father of 
one of the children in his study also 
had a pecuniary interest in the devel-
opment of Wakefield’s vaccine.
 In 2010, the General Medical 
Council in Britain found that Wake-
field had purposely falsified his 
research, and he was barred from 
practicing medicine in the United 
Kingdom. In February of 2010, the 
Lancet retracted his article, but by 
then a great deal of damage had al-
ready been done. Parents all over the 
world, believing Wakefield’s research 
to be true, did not have their children 
vaccinated for fear of them develop-

by G.L. Donhardt, PhD
©G.L. Donhardt, 2022

ing autism. Thus, these youngsters 
were exposed to the risks of measles, 
mumps, and rubella. As expected, 
there was a measles outbreak in the 
United Kingdom as well as some ar-
eas of United States and Canada.

Contrived Causality
 Sometimes individuals succumb 
to creating an unnatural situation 
that places the blame for their ac-
tions on someone or something oth-
er than themselves. Such is the case 
with a Greek sacrificial rite from an-
tiquity found at the Dipolieia festi-
val held on the Acropolis in Athens. 
Here a working ox was sacrificed to 
Zeus in a concocted and melodra-
matic manner that makes the ani-
mal responsible for its own demise. 
Because the killing of a working ox 
was forbidden, a contrived ordeal 
was used to exonerate the one caus-
ing the death.
 A group of oxen were led to the 

altar where barley cakes had been 
placed. When an ox was induced to 
eat the grain, it committed a sacri-
lege punishable by death and it was 
killed. A mock trial ensued where 
a number of “culprits” were impli-
cated. Those who drew the water 
for the ritual blamed the one who 
brought the ax. The ax bearer in turn 
accused the one who delivered the 
initial blow. The buck was passed 
from one individual to another un-
til the person who slit the animal’s 
throat accused the inanimate knife. 
The knife was found guilty before 
the court and was cast into the sea.

A Final Word
 Assigning causality is an important 
component of the decision-making 
process.  It allows us to proceed with 
confidence knowing that one action 
will affect another, but one should al-
ways exercise caution lest one treats 
the symptoms instead of the cause. 

Establishing Causality

Small plumbing repairs. Replace toilets, faucets, 
water filters, water softeners and repair leaks 

Reliable and Insured
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Welcome to County Corner. Here is the 
place to find what our county has been 
up to over the past month as well as what 
issues are pending and coming up in the 
near future! (BOCC stands for Board of 
County Commissioners)

PAST MONTH’S EVENTS
County Corner Update March 2022: 
1. March 1, 2022 - Joint Meeting with 
the Holmes Beach City Commission: 
The BOCC held a joint meeting with the 
Holmes Beach City Commission.  The 
main topic was a discussion about Beach 
Parking. Additional weekend parking has 
now been agreed upon with using the 
Island Library parking lot and the Anna 
Maria Island Elementary School Park-
ing Lot. This adds 240 additional parking 
spaces to the weekends. Further discus-
sions remain on longer term solutions.

2. March 1, 2022 - BOCC Special Meet-
ing: The BOCC met in special session, 
two items were planned on the agenda, 
an update of the Capital Improvement 
Plan and updates on County Depart-
ment Redesigns. The County’s Financial 
Advisor (PRAG) updated the economic 
status of the market which is currently 
favorable. Updates were given on the 
use of the County existing line of credit 
CB&A Revenue Improvement Note 2001 
($40m), Infrastructure Sales Tax Reve-
nue Improvement Note 2021 ($40M) and 
Public Utilities Revenue Improvement 
Note Series 2021 ($50M).  The Erie Road 
improvements Project, Moccasin Wallow 
Road Improvements and Parrish Festival 
Park Project were updated to the Board.  
For current updates on these projects to 
the mymanatee.org website under the tab 
Government and the dropdown box Capi-
tal Improvement Projects. A dashboard 
can be accessed there to find all projects.

3. March 3, 2022 - BOCC Land Use 
Meeting: Two Public Hearings were 
held to address text amendments to the 
Land Development Code, 1) to delete all 
references to the North Central Overlay 
(NCO) and 2) a Zoning Map Amendment 
to delete the North Central Overlay from 
Official Zoning Atlas/PLN2112-0001. 
Both items were items that the Parrish 
Civic Association assisted with coordi-
nating through input from the Parrish 
community and had been discussed and 
presented at several prior Parrish Civic 
Association Open public meetings. Both 

were approved to move to the next step 
of a 2nd public hearing. These changes 
remove all reference to and standards of 
the North Central Overlay (NCO) District 
from the Land Development Code and 
removes the NCO from 72,183 acres of 
the zoning atlas. A motion was made by 
Commissioner Whitmore and seconded 
by Commissioner Kruse to hold the 2nd 
Public Hearing to take place on April 7th, 
2022, BOCC Land Use Meeting at 1112 
Manatee Avenue West, Bradenton, Flori-
da, Commission Chambers. This was ap-
proved 6-1 with Commissioner Satcher 
voting nay. A second motion was made 
by Commissioner Kruse and seconded 
by Commissioner Whitmore to hold the 
hearing prior to 5:00pm on April 7th. The 
second motion passed 6-1, with Commis-
sioner Satcher voting nay.

A TOWNHALL MEETING HAS 
BEEN NOTICED ON MARCH 31, 
2022, FOR THE PUBLIC TO CON-
SIDER THESE CHANGES PRIOR 
TO THE SECOND PUBLIC HEAR-
ING. THE TOWNHALL WILL TAKE 
PLACE AT THE ROCKY BLUFF LI-
BRARY, 6750 US-301 S, ELLENTON, 
FL 34222 AT 5:00PM.

4. March 8, 2022 - BOCC Regular Meet-
ing: Various recordings of Utility ease-
ments that support the improvements to 
several Capital Improvement Projects in 
the Parrish area were approved, McClure 
Properties Buckeye Road, Ellenton Com-
merce Park, Fort Hamer Road Extension 
Project – Segment C. Additionally, reim-
bursement agreements to Land Experts Inc, 
and Upper Manatee 288, LLC ($38,151) 
for Polymer manholes for Watercolor Place 
Development and Cross Creek Develop-
ment ($38,066) were approved. 

5. March 22, 2022 - BOCC Regular 
Meeting: Items related to residents in 
Parrish were heard among other agenda 
items. The board adopted an ordinance 
No.22-21 fka Ordinance No. 11-49 con-
tracting the boundaries of Cross Creek 
Community Development District. This 
item was motioned by Commissioner 
Baugh and seconded by Commissioner 
Whitmore, and it was approved 7-0. 
Another item received authorization to 
install speed tables on 29th Court East 
in the Twin Rivers Subdivison and was 
supported by several residents in Twin 
Rivers. This item was motioned by Com-

missioner Whitmore and seconded by 
Commissioner Baugh, passed 7-0.

6. March 24, 2022 - Joint Meeting 
of the Manatee County Commission 
and the Bradenton City Council: The 
BOCC and the Bradenton City Council 
met jointly to discuss common issues and 
the ability to collaborate. A discussion of 
concerns of the roadways as they lead to 
the Beach were discussed and various op-
tions considered. The County Compre-
hensive Plan and areas that overlap with 
City of Bradenton planning and zoning 
were reviewed and discussion about ways 
to collaborate on solutions. More in depth 
discussion related to the idea of Veterans 
Affordable Housing in a rehabilitated 
downtown jail was reviewed. Some con-
cerns of the planning and the potential 
impacts to the downtown were brought 
forward and future discussion will be 
planned before any final decisions. Sev-
eral downtown properties were mentioned 
as potential future affordable housing sites 
and will be reviewed. Mention of selling 
downtown waterfront properties such as 
the City Hall and the Central Library for 
future economic growth was discussed by 
both the County and City. Both would be 
relocated if this were to happen

Other Updates:
Piney Point - Continue to monitor up-
dates - The Florida Department of En-
vironmental Protection (FDEP) is moni-
toring three “low-volume seepage areas” 
along the southern wall of one of the 
stacks.  FDEP posts regular updates on a 

dedicated site: https://protectingfloridato-
gether.gov.

Covid-19 testing site - The covid test-
ing site remains open in downtown Bra-
denton now offering both rapid and PCR 
tests- across the street from the SUNZ 
Insurance building at 1301 eighth av-
enue. The site is open 7am -7pm. You can 
walk-up, no appointment is needed. You 
can register online to save time at: mdc.
nomihealth.com.

Community Development Block Grant 
funding – Manatee County begins ac-
cepting applications from community 
organizations for projects benefiting low-
moderate-income county residents on 
March 4th – April 4th, 2022.  For more 
information contact Jennifer.yost@mym-
anatee.org.

UPCOMING MEETING DATES FOR APRIL:
All meeting locations and times can be 
found at www.mymanatee.org–BOCC 
Meetings and Agendas–2022 Meeting 
Schedule
• Thursday, April 7 – BCC Land Use 
Meeting (9am)
• Tuesday, April 12 – BCC Regular 
Meeting (8:30am)
• Thursday April 14 – Planning 
Commission Meeting (9am)
• Tuesday, April 19 – BCC Special 
Meeting
• Thursday, April 21– BCC Land Use 
Meeting (1:30pm)
• Tuesday, April 26 – BCC Regular 
Meeting 

We Find you the
Best Coverage

for the Best Price...
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Parrish Community Calendar
April 2 - 9:00 am - 11:00 am - Emerson Point Preserve Tour

April 3, 10, 17, 24 - 10:00 am - 11:00 am - Youth Basketball Clinic - Buffalo 
Creek Park, 7550 69th Street East, Palmetto

April 9 - Gamble Creek Estates and Preserve Annual ***COMMUNITY 
GARAGE SALE EVENT*** - From 8:00 am to 2:00 pm. Food Trucks will be on 
site! The Estates entrance is off of Golf Course Road and the Preserve entrance is 
off of Spencer Parrish Road.

April 10 - Plein Air! - Parrish Arts Council - Palma Sola Botanical Park See page 49

April 15 & 16 - Cotton Tail Express at the Florida Railroad Museum See page 16

April 16 - Registration 9:30-11:00 am - FORZA CDC partners with Passion Church 
for an Easter egg hunt at the Schoolhouse, 12214 US Hwy 301 - Ages 2 yrs - 5th 
grade

April 19 - 6:30-8:30 pm - Parrish Civic Association meeting, Parrish Community 
High School 

April 19 - 6:00-8:00 pm - ArtConversations - Parrish Arts Council - Parrish United 
Methodist Church See page 39 

April 22 - Deadline application for Athony Fowler grant- See page ??

April 23 - 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM - Parrish Small Business Market at 83rd Street  
Station, 3rd Saturday of the month- See page 17

April 23 - 9:00 AM - 2:30 PM - Serenoa Day at Sweet Bay Nursery, Sweet Bay Nursery, 
10824 Erie Rd, Parrish All are welcome – no registration necessary. Tom Heitzman will 
give a tour of the demonstration gardens just after 9am and will repeat if there are too 
many to join. Serenoa Chapter will have a booth and distribute information and sign 
up new members. Members receive 15% off plant sales! A portion of proceeds will be 
donated to the Serenoa Chapter grant fund. Come refresh your garden! 

April 28 - Parrish Business Alliance Meeting- See page 7

Every Saturday & Sunday - Gamble Creek Farm Stand - 10 am - 2pm, 14950 
Golf Course Road, Parrish

Good News Bulletin Board
Welcome to our Good News Bulletin Board! Please send me your exciting news like engagement 
announcements, birthdays, graduations, and everything in between, to PVN@pcafla.org.

Winners of the Parrish Chili Cook Off:
Grand Prize Winner - The Teal turtle
1st Runner Up - Neal Communities
2nd Runner Up - The Legal Eagles (Jennifer Hamey Law)
3rd Runner Up - Ammu’s Kitchen 
People’s Choice - The Legal Eagles (Jennifer Hamey Law)
Showmanship - Willy’s Chili in Paradise (A Paradise Realty) 
Business Selling Most Tickets - FORZA Child Development Center (Parrish)

Thank you to all who participated. Full article to come in the May issue.

HELP WANTED! 
Jones Potato Farm is offering seasonal employment through June 1st; 
Competitive pay with bonuses:
 • Packing house worker
 • Forklift Operator
 • Shipping Coordinator
 • Truck Driver - No CDL required

Please Call Alan Jones at 
941-915-8817 for a great 
career opportunity!

Year round employment 
opportunities also available!

Conservation Foundation Presents 
Luncheon Lecture with Award-winning 

Naturalist Dr. Jack Longino
 Conservation Foundation of the Gulf Coast and presenting sponsor Elizabeth 
Moore are excited to host Dr. Jack Longino, award-winning naturalist and 
biologist, for the program Where Have All The Praying Mantises Gone? This 
engaging nature lecture and luncheon will take place at 11:30 am on Wednesday, 
April 20, at Michael’s On East.
 A Sarasota native, Dr. Jack Longino is a Professor of Biology at the University 
of Utah. He specializes in tropical insect diversity and has coordinated large-scale 
biodiversity inventory projects in Central America. In 2006, he was awarded the 
E. O. Wilson Naturalist Award from the American Society of Naturalists. He holds 
a Ph.D. from The University of Texas, Austin, and a B.S. from Duke University.
 Longino is a passionate supporter of land conservation. He witnessed on his 
own family’s 8,732-acre Longino Ranch, how land conservation helps to mitigate 
human’s negative impact on biodiversity. Spectacular for its size, abundant 
wildlife, and connectivity with other protected land, Sarasota County purchased 
a conservation agreement on Longino Ranch in 2010 as part of a larger effort to 
create a continuous corridor of natural land, stretching from Arcadia to Sarasota, 
from the Peace River to Myakka River. Conservation Foundation, acting as 
Sarasota County’s negotiator, worked closely with the Longino family to forever 
protect the ranch’s beautiful woods, wetlands, and pastures, while at the same 
time allowing the family to continue their ranching heritage.
 During what promises to be a captivating program, Longino will give his 
personal reflection of Sarasota ranchlands, describing how the animals and 
plants of the Longino Ranch inspired his career in the natural sciences, how the 
landscape has changed over his lifetime, and how conservation efforts need to be 
persistent and long-term.
 Tickets and sponsorship opportunities available at conservationfoundation.
com/jacklongino.

About Conservation Foundation
 Conservation Foundation of the Gulf Coast protects land and water in 
Southwest Florida for the benefit of people and nature.  Working with landowners, 
businesses, and government, Conservation Foundation saves land forever, 
protecting those special places that make this region extraordinary. A nationally 
accredited land trust, Conservation Foundation purchases natural areas, holds 
voluntary land protection agreements, and educates for responsible land and 
water stewardship in Manatee, Sarasota, Charlotte, Lee, and Collier Counties.  
Learn more and join in their mission at conservationfoundation.com.
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Parrish Historical Society

 The interesting event of the week at Montverde was the pretty wedding of Miss 
Anne Carol Harper to Ira Dell Turner, of Parrish, Florida, on Tuesday, April 18, at 1 
p.m. This was the culmination of a courtship begun while Miss Harper was teaching at 
Parrish last winter.
 Miss Mary Daiger, of the Montverde Industrial School music department, sang 
“Because I Love You, Dear;” Mrs. Jeff Hardin played Mendelssohn’s wedding march 
as the bride entered the bride entered the room on the arm of her father, R. W. Harper, 
accompanied by Miss Ora Harper, maid of honor. The groom was accompanied by 
his brother, Mr. M.T. Turner, of Parrish. The ceremony was performed by Rev. W. E. 
Wood, pastor of the Baptist church.
 The bride, wearing a beautiful dress of white organdy, carried a bouquet of yellow roses.
 The out of town guests were: Mr. and Mrs. J.S. Teal, Jefferson, S.C., and Messrs. 
E. and W. Turner of Parrish.
 The happy couple left at once for Tampa where they will spend a brief honeymoon, 
after which they will make their home, where Mr. Turner is the Western Union telegraph 
operator. They will spend the summer in a cottage on the beach.
 Miss Anne Harper is a graduate of the Montverde Industrial School and one of the 
most popular young ladies in Montverde. She will be sorely missed here.

Parrish Business Association
 As our 2022 calendar has been finalized, we cannot be more excited to 
share not only the calendar but also our membership tiers along with their 
respective member benefits.

 To become a member, simply go to our new Parrish Civic Association 
website: www.parrishcivicassociation.com and click on “become a 
member.”
 Our next PBA event is coming up on April 28th with very exciting 
association and community updates – want to know 
where? Scan the QR code with your camera and let us 
know the best form of communication to let you know! 
And for more info about the PBA and to be looped into 
upcoming events, email PBA@PCAFLA.org or text 
Brad at 813-422-9149. We are excited to see you soon!

by Bradley Anderson

Pretty Wedding at Montverde
This article first appeared in the Orlando Centinal on April 21, 1922.

 The articles below give us a look at 100 years ago in the Parrish 
Community in the early 1900’s. Enjoy this look back at Parrish history!

Youngblood’s Digging Holes and Making Roads
 I was introduced for the first time to Alan Youngblood during an assignment 
to cover the article on the Heritage Day Parade. The first interview, about his 
upcoming Grand Marshal position for Parrish Heritage Day, took place before 
March 5th, 2022. During the Heritage Day Parade, both Alan and his brother 
Robert led the parade in Dirk’s vintage Cougar Convertible. They threw out so 
much candy and beads that when they ran out it ended. Alan currently works with 
Woodruff and Sons, Inc. He lives in Venice with his wife, Missi. I had the pleasure 
of meeting them in person for the first time while taking photos at the festival. 
Alan really doesn’t like to be in the public eye; but he and Robert accepted the 
appointment to be Grand Marshals to represent their father, Page Youngblood.
 I had the opportunity to interview Alan again, after the parade, to gain better 
insight about Parrish History and the Youngblood Family. Did you know they 
have a road named after them?  Alan and Robert were both born and raised in the 
Parrish community and their connections to the community spans back to early 
1900. Alan and Robert attended Manatee High School and Palmetto High School.   
They both assisted their father in his dragline business. If you don’t know what a 
dragline business is, it involves dragging things in a bucket type looking machine 
to move debris from the ground or to create holes. 
 Page Youngblood was an ancestor of the Youngblood brothers who settled in 
the area around 1900. Many of the Youngbloods worked on farms and roads. Both 
Jasper and Thiodor Youngblood, who were all brothers of Sidey Youngblood, have 
connections to the Pinellas County area now called Philippe Park. Jasper married 
Count Odet Phillipe’s daughter. For those who are unfamiliar with Pinellas County 
parks, Philippe has a history of Indian settlers and the area includes a mound from 
the Tocobaga Indians. If you have ever been to the park you would have seen the 
great hill. There is some relation there to the Booths which also has connection to 
McMullen Booth Rd. It is said that a hurricane came through one year and washed 
away Count Odet Phillipe’s citrus plantation house. Page Yongblood probably dug 
every hole there was in Parrish. Working on farms and ditches. He was part of the 
community and highly looked up to. He helped people in need and solved quarrels 
in town. He was a military man who served in Pearl Harbor and settled for a period 
of time in Jacksonville and then returned to Parrish with his new wife. 
 Alan started as a mechanic at Laddie Durrance Shell station while in high school, 
while assisting his father from time to time. Alan said, ”I would do anything to 
help my Dad even if it meant washing his tools”.  With Page’s dragline business 
they worked together on shell pits, which is where they obtained most of the road 
bases in the 1960-70s.  Land and road work included Arcadia and Myakka. It 

by: Christi Capo

also included the I-275 interchange at Moccasin Wallow Rd. Alan continued his 
career as a project manager working in construction and equipment and then 
superintendent.   Alan and his brother built golf courses together.  After some 
time, he circled back to working on “equipment only”.  Alan said, “I actually went 
full circle.” On the side as a hobby, Alan did mud bog racing and enjoys spending 
a lot of time outdoors. 
 Robert Youngblood, as mentioned earlier, worked on golf course construction 
and currently specializes in irrigation. “He is smart, intelligent and loves to read,” 
Alan said. “He can actually tell you the page number that something is listed on.” 
It was such a pleasure to listen to Alan reminisce about the Parrish community, 
the groves, pastures, and other places where locals gathered. “We would cross 
the pastures and if you needed a drink of water or piece of pie, someone would 
always bring it to you.” I could hear the respect, love, and affinity in Alan’s voice 
when telling me about his father. “He would stop the fights because he was a 
big guy.  Did you know both Robert and I were adopted? We were lucky to have 
him and my mother as parents. Our Father was a Man’s Man. “Through these 
interviews I believe and feel that the whole village of Parrish was lucky to have 
them. Thank you, Page Youngblood, for your service and the contributions of the 
Youngblood family. May we never forget.

 Mrs. W.P. Fries gave a party Tuesday afternoon. About twenty-five ladies were there. 
Several hours passed pleasantly with converstaition and music. Delicious cream and afers 
were served. A Woman’s Club was organized which is to meet every two weeks.
 Mrs. Ada Barker is in Manatee visiting her daughter, Mrs. Dave Thorpe.
 The B.Y.P.U and Epworth Leaguers enjoyed a social at Mr. and Mrs. Isaac Ulmer’s 
Thursday evening. Games were played and delicious cream and cake were served.
 Miss Bessie Etheridge is spending some time in Wimauna acting as pianist for a 
meeting held in the Methodist church.
 Monday afternoon Mesdames C.P. Parrish, M.F. Giddens, John Parrish sr., W.D. Reed, 
D.W. McCord, Sam Reid and G.V. Parrish attended a reception in Palmetto given by Mrs. 
J.A. Lamb. They reported a very pleasant afternoon.
 Saturday Mrs. M.F. Giddens, Mrs. John Parrish, sr., Mrs. Reid and Mrs. D.W. McCord 
were shoppers in Bradentontown.

Parrish Ladies
The full article first appeared in the Tampa Tribune - General Parrish News on April 6, 1922.
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Mon. - Fri.  10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Sat.  10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

PJ’s
SANDWICH SHOP

12342 U.S. Hwy. 301
Parrish, FL 34219

941-776-2307

For questions about advertising in the Parrish Village News,
send us an email at PVN@PCAFLA.org

ARCHITECTURAL MARBLE
IMPORTERS

Stone Countertops & Flooring
Supply   w Fabricate   w Install

James Newby

2560 12th Street   w Sarasota, FL 34237
(941) 365-3552     Cell (941) 737-9244    Fax (941) 955-6644

email: jnewbyco@aol.com
www.architecturalmarble.com

Bill Szipocs, Owner     We Power Wash It All!

Curb Appeal Power Washing Service
Free Estimates, Fully Insured

Located in Parrish, Florida
Call 941-479-4661 or

cell 201-247-5864

Everts Insurance 
Group

Medicare Advantage Plans
Medicare Supplements

Part D Drug Plans
(941) 981-3680

Fred Everts, CLU, ChFC
Licensed Independent Insurance Agent

fred@evertsinsurancegroup.com

Need Help with Medicare?

Beth BranchBeth Branch

(941) 730-8243

There are so many options...
Call Beth Branch to help you find a plan 

that meets your unique needs!

Insurance ConsultingInsurance Consulting

Donna’s Pet Sitting
And 

Dog Walking

Now taking dogs only in my home for boarding.
I no longer do pet sitting in Parrish area. 

I live in Riverview (distance 25-30 min. approx.)
I have a nice fenced yard for your dog(s) to run in and 

leash walking is also available
Former S.E. Guide Dog and Humane Society volunteer
Please call Donna at 941-447-9722

What do you need to look and feel 
beautiful for the Spring?  I can help 
you find the right products and help 

you stay on trend for the season.  Shop 
at your convenience with free delivery.   

Call me today!  (941) 209-2939

jmotwani@marykay.com     www.marykay.com/jmotwani
941-209-2939

Jana Motwani
Independent Beauty Consultant

w

®

ED’S RAIN MAKER
IRRIGATION

IRRIGATION
REPAIR

MAINTENANCE

(941) 725-8100
edsrainmakerirrigation@gmail.com
Insured

Clean-Out
Maintenance

Quality Work

Design
Installation

Free Estimates

Dave Psimer (941) 720-0239

DHL@DustinHayLaw.com DustinHayLaw.com
Monika Roman, Paralegal
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SMOKED CHICKEN
$5

SMOKED CHICKENSANDWICH OPEN
SUNDAYS

• Loaded Baked Potato Salad
• Fresh Made Cole Slaw
• Green Bean Casserole
• Mexican Spoon Bread
• 1/2 Chicken Meal with
   Alabama White BBQ Sauce
• Smoked Pork Loin
• Buffalo Chicken Dip
• Three Bean Salad
• Bourbon Bread Pudding
• Brookies

Real Food Made Fresh!

Located 
Right Behind

Sunny Tomatoes

12255 US Hwy. 301 N.
Parrish, FL 34219

Open Friday and Saturday 10:30am - 6:00pm 
Sunday 10:30am - 4:00pm

Specialty 
Menu Items 
Every Week!
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Break Through 

Andrea F. Harkins
Author, Motivator & Martial Artist

Read more by Andrea at:
www.themartialartswoman.com 

 Have you ever had one of those days 
when you wake up and wish that you 
could get through the day? Maybe you 
know upon waking that you have some-
thing difficult to face, don’t want to par-
ticipate in something that was planned, 
or you know that someone is going to 
be angry or disappointed in you. Even 
worse, you feel like you have no oppor-
tunities. These thoughts zap your energy. 
 I can relate. I’ve been there. At one 
time in my life, every one of those anx-
ious thoughts consumed my brain space. 
 Years ago when I started martial art 

training, I did not 
really know what 
a martial artist 
was and had no 
idea what being a 
warrior entailed. I 
didn’t even care. 
Back then, I faced 
each day knowing 
and thinking that I 
needed something 
more in my life, 
but I had no idea 
how to make the 
change. I felt lost 

and unsure about the direction of my life. 
 When I began martial art training in 
my mid-20’s, it intimidated me. I had 
fear of failure and I worried about how 
my instructors and peers perceived me. 
Did they think I could be a martial artist? 
Did they believe in me? I finally over-
came my negative thoughts and con-
cerns and persevered when I was recog-
nized in one class early on in my training 
years for doing a good job. I didn’t see 
success for myself, but others saw it. 
 Slowly, I overcame my negative mind 

by Andrea F. Harkins 
games and began to apply my newly 
learned physical actions in a dedicated 
manner. That is when I learned that the 
lack of opportunity I previously felt was 
created not by circumstances, but by me.
 It’s been years since I woke up with 
any sense of dread about my day. In 
fact, I slowly and methodically made a 
complete reversal of how I see my life. 
Now, I wake up with a sense of excite-
ment. My heart and my mind flutter the 
same truth - that I am ready to conquer, 
achieve, and most importantly, break 
through my own negativity. 
 If you wake up tomorrow and ques-
tion who you are, arise in the morning 
wishing the day were already over, or if 
you feel unsure about your abilities and 
opportunities, please realize there is 
nothing wrong with you. You face the 
same challenges that we all face. But 
do not let it consume you. You do not 
need to feel that way forever. If you are 
ready to change it up, then make today 
the beginning of your transformation. 
 Change your mindset and then be-
gin to take the actions that propel you 
forward. See your life in a new way, 

with renewed hope and optimism. Once 
you recognize that your negativity is 
a hindrance, or realize that others see 
your potential, you automatically make 
positive and productive changes in your 
life. There is no need to wait any longer. 
Today is the day to break through.
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 The Manatee County Libraries are reaching out to citizens of the Par-
rish community at every available opportunity! Their mission is to spread 
awareness about free library programs and services, as well as their mul-
titude of free resources. Staff regularly participate in community events 
such as Back to School Night, the Hispanic Heritage Day Festival, Veter-
ans’ events, and more.
 On March 5, 2022, Staff from the Rocky Bluff Library Branch in 
Ellenton participated in the Parrish Heritage Day Parade and Festival. 
Ready with free giveaway items such as bead necklaces, rubber stress 
balls, and coin purses, the staff drove in the parade itself, and manned a 
booth on the festival grounds at the Parrish Community High School. They 
were recognized many times by families watching the parade, and children 
shouted, “It’s the library!” as they passed. The booth also saw a lot of action. 
It is estimated that, in total, the staff from Rocky Bluff Library interacted 
with over 500 people at the event that day! Library staff then participated in 
the Parrish Chili Cook-Off and Family Festival on March 26, 2022. 
 The Manatee County Libraries are gearing up for their Summer Read-
ing Program, which will run from May 31 to July 30. Children and teens 
will receive reading logs at their local library. For every two hours that 
they read, or get read to, they will receive a prize. If they reach a total of 
20 hours, they will get 
a free book and an en-
try into a grand prize 
drawing! The theme 
for this year’s Sum-
mer Reading Program 
is Oceans of Possibili-
ties, and all six library 
locations will be host-
ing free ocean-themed 
events all summer long 
with special performers 
and educators. To learn 
more and register for 
upcoming events, navigate to https://manateelibrary.libcal.com/calendar.

Poetry Month at the Library
 April is National Poetry Month and in celebration, Rocky Bluff Library 
is offering a Creative Aging Poetry Series every Wednesday in April, from 
1:00 pm to 3:00 pm. Instructed by veteran professional journalist and a 
lifelong poet Pat Raia, this series of classes will show you how to express 
yourself in verse. Participants will write their own poems on any topic, in 
any form, and share them with others in the group.
 About Pat Raia: She has covered crime and politics in Chicago including 
for the Chicago Tribune, international business for International Business and 
World Trade magazines and served as Executive Editor for the Leader News-
paper Group in Chicago. More recently she covered equine industry litigation, 
legislation and welfare issues for The Horse and Horse Illustrated magazines. 

For a complete list of 
programs listed at all the 

libraries in Manatee County 
go to www.mymanatee.org 
and click library and then 
go to events calendar.  

You’ll find many programs 
that may be worth the 
short drive to a library 
other than Rocky Bluff.

Join the Friends of Rocky Bluff Library
Name: 
Address:  
City: 
State: Zip: Date:
Telephone:
Email: 

Types of memberships

Individual - $10.00
Family - $15.00

Sustaining - $25.00
Patron - $50.00

Bronze Leaf - $100.00
Other Amount: ________

Are you a new member or a renewal?
 New Renewal

Please make check payable to Friends of Rocky Bluff Library.
Drop your completed form with your check into the Friends’ box at the library.

Dues and contributions may be tax-deductible.
Drop in the box at the library or mail to:

 Friends of Rocky Bluff Library, P. O. Box 133, Ellenton, FL  34222.

q q

Currently, she covers statewide politics and 
other issues for the Hernando Sun newspa-
per in Brooksville, Florida, and writes about 
gemstones, minerals and rock hounding for 
Rock and Gem magazine. Her poetry has 
appeared in several print and online publi-
cations including Scarlett Leaf Journal and 
CommuterLit. Raia has published two po-
etry chapbooks: Basic Italian and Unvar-
nished Truths and is working on a third.  Her 
Barraia Ltd. line of Greeting Arts featuring 
original poetry and artwork printed on Bird-
seye maple wood is on sale at the ReInspired 
Boutique in Bradenton. Raia holds a degree 
in English Communications with a concen-
tration in press law and ethics from Rivier College in Nashua, NH. She has 
been writing poetry since childhood.
 To register visit: https://manateelibrary.libcal.com/event/8499791.  For 
more information:  call 941-723-4821 or email: hal.harmon@mymanatee.org.

Fun at Touch a Truck
 On Saturday, March 19, 2022, Rocky Bluff Library hosted Touch a Truck.  
This gave over 1,300 people an op-
portunity to enjoy seeing children 
view firetrucks, EMS vehicles, 
search and rescue vehicles (and 
dogs), tractors, buses and more!
 It was a beautiful day for all 
families. Not many children get to 
see and touch vehicles like those 
represented at the event.
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Virgil Mills Elementary SchoolVirgil Mills Elementary School
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Corner of 301 and Old Tampa/Erie Roads
PARRISH/ELLENTON

941-723-1111
VOTED BEST!

www.FerrarosItalianGrille.com

8348 US 301 N. We Deliver!

Purchase of $30 or more!
$5.00 OFF

We’re open for take out and indoor/outdoor dining!!!!
We’re here to serve you - our loyal Parrish customers.

Ferraro’s Italian Grille
With this coupon.

Not valid with offers or
prior purchases.

Offer expires 4/30/2022

Hours : Mon-Thurs 11 am - 9 pm
Fri & Sat 11 am - 10 pm

Sun 12 pm - 9 pm
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  Thank you to our wonderful councelors, Diana Ansbro, Monica Quinn, Tracy Jordan, 
Cathy Wincelowicz and Aubrey. Rife. 

by Libby Bolles
The Reason Why Your Houseplants Might be Dying

 The number one reason why your houseplants are dying is probably not 
what you think. It’s probably not the light, the potting soil, or even where 
you’re getting your plants. The reason your plants are dying is your water. 
While watering your plants straight from the tap seems like the easiest op-
tion, it’s actually the most harmful. Our tap water is full of chemicals, like 
chlorine, that are killing your plants. One clear sign of this is when entire 
leaves turn yellow shortly after watering. Another sign is leaves turning 
brown and crunchy despite a regular watering schedule and perfect light-
ing. Additionally, the overall appearance of your plant will feel the effects 
of the chlorine and the leaves will look limp, the colors won’t be as vibrant 
and you won’t see much new growth. 
 Luckily, this is an easy problem to fix. The number one recommenda-
tion is to use Distilled Water, however that is not always economical. An-
other great option is to collect rainwater. This can be done through a rain 
barrel system or even as simply as putting a bucket outside to collect water 
during the next storm. You can even move your plants outside if it isn’t 
too windy. However, the easiest way to accomplish this is by leaving your 
water out for 24 hours before watering. You can collect your tap water in 
your watering can, or recycled milk jug, and keep the cap off for 24 hours. 
This allows some chemicals to burn off and other sediment to settle to the 
bottom. After 24 hours, the water is ready to use.

 If your houseplants have been struggling, give this a try! For more tips 
and tricks on how to get your house plants to thrive, follow us on social 
media @fancyleafplantco, or visit us at www.fancyleafplantco.com. You 
can also visit our shop in Parrish Tuesday-Saturday at 8267 US HWY 301 
N, Parrish, FL 34219. 

  PCHS Commercial 
Art Department’s Mia 
Gonzalez, 9th grade, has 
won Best in Show in the worldwide Embracing our differences competition! This is quite an 
accomplishment, as the contest had nearly 17,500 entries from a whopping 123 different countries. 

Only 50 of those submissions were selected for an exhibition, and there was only one “Best in Show” student winner. She won $1,000! Mia worked very hard on her 
painting titled, “Cultural Buffet.” Use the below URL to check out the other entries and Mia’s entry! https://www.embracingourdifferences.org/gal.../2022-gallery/
 Mia’s work and the other entries will be exhibited in an up-coming show! The show will feature 50 billboard-size images measuring 16 feet (5m) wide by 12.5 
feet (4min) high, each work of art is created by local, national and international artists reflecting their interpretation of the theme “enriching lives through diversity 
and inclusion. The 2022 exhibit will be on display January 15th through April 10th, 2022 at Bayfront Park in downtown Sarasota, Florida. Since 2004, the exhibit 
has hosted 3.7 million visitors, in addition to 436,000 students via the organization’s education programs, for a very unique opportunity to experience the importance 
of diversity and inclusion in our lives.
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 Congratulations Peyton, Jack, Abby, Jaxson, 
Remington, Eleanor, Jacob and Connor, our top 
earners for the Color Run Walk A Thon.  Enjoy 
those fun prizes!  Thank you for your hard work 
in supporting your school.

Students from Kindergarden through 5th grade 
are learning how to use Cubelets in IE2. Cubelets 
are robot blocks that help teach important 
problem-solving skills – like collaboration, 
engineering, design, and computational thinking.

 It was a beautiful day 
for staff, students and 
visitors who toured 
the 4th Grade Wax 
Museum. Students 
chose a famous person, 

dressed up  and designed a poster 
displaying important events in 
their life. Visitors were able to 
“press” the red button on the 
poster and hear information about 
the person they chose from that 
student. We have so many creative 
and inspiring students at Williams 
Elementary.

Congratulations to these Wolf 
Pups who received a Positive 
Referral. These students 
were recognized by their 
teachers,  AP Ms. Forrest and 
Principal Mrs. Dixon with 
the Bell of Excellence and a 
special treat. 
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A Day Out With Thomas Extremely Successful!!

 A Day Out With Thomas at the Florida Railroad Museum was such a 
hit! Nearly 9,000 people rode the Thomas train.
 A Day Out With Thomas was held on March 11, 12, 13, 19 and 20.  
Passengers “braved” the cold weather on Saturday, March 12 and the other 
days were comfortable. All passengers hopped on board for a real train 
ride with Thomas and grabbed their party passes to pick up favors at stops 
along the way. They saw Sir Topham Hatt, stopped in party corner for lawn 
game fun, had a blast in 
the bubble zone, played 
in jump houses, rode 
the hayride and shopped 
at the gift shop for 
exclusive Thomas swag!
 The five-day event 
was exciting. Gates 
opened at 8:30 am for 
the first ride and then 
rides were scheduled 
every hour. Crowds 
poured in the gates and enjoyed not only the train ride but all the other 
attractions including a magic act, food and beverage concessions and 
general fun for everyone.
 The real thrill was what attendees said, “Seeing my children enjoy 
this event and getting to be outside to ride on Thomas made my day! If 
my children have fun, the whole family has fun. It was a terrific day!”
 Another said, “My grandson and granddaughter loved riding on 
Thomas and seeing Mr. Topham Hatt. My wife and I really enjoyed 
watching them have fun!”
 This event is always special for families and children.

Florida Railroad Museum Celebrates 40th Anniversary
 In 1982 a small group of men gathered to create the beginning of 
the Florida Gulf Coast Railroad, later known as the Florida Railroad 
Museum. Railroad history and preservation of it was and still is their 
primary mission. The growth of Florida was closely associated with 
the growth of railroading. After several years the FRRM relocated to 
Parrish and continued to be a thriving and contributing member of the 
Manatee County area.
 Today, the Museum owns 14 acres in Parrish and continues to grow.  
From very humble beginnings the Museum has embarked on a multi-
million dollar expansion to better serve the community and its’ residents.  
It has been an important source for railroading education and shares such 
information with area schools that bring students to learn its’ history.
 Tomorrow is that time when the FRRM will realize significant 
growth in the education, preservation as well as entertainment of local 
and transient visitors. The growth of the Museum is closely related to 
the support from those who share their vision. We invite you to be a part 
of the NEXT 40+ YEARS program.
 The 40+ Program is designed for you to make a contribution toward 
completing the new station in Parrish. You can go to the website at www.
frrm.org to make a contribution toward the building fund. 
 While it would be great if you would contribute $40 representing the 
40 years the railroad has been in operation, you certainly are not limited 
to $40 or asked to contribute that amount. Any amount you would care 
to donate would be greatly appreciated.
 Go to www.frrrm.org to donate.

Another Great Event Coming at the Florida Railroad Museum
 Come out for a great 
Easter train ride on the Cotton 
Tail Express. The trip to 
Willow includes and annual 
Easter Egg Hunt! Enjoy the 
30-minute train and enjoy 
lots of activities, games, an 
egg hunt and a visit from the 
Easter Bunny.
 The event lasts 2 ½ hours 
and is for all ages – children, parents and grandparents – and friends. 
The dates for the 2022 Cotton Tail Express are April 15 and 16, 2022.
 This is a really fun-filled event where everyone has a good time!

2nd Quarter Events at the FRRM
 The Florida Railroad Museum will be rolling through the second 
quarter of the year and plans are underway for the summer and fall. In 
June, July, and August, kids 11 and younger can ride free with a paying 
adult.  The trains run on Saturdays and Sundays at 11:00 am and 2:00 
pm.  On June 18th and 19th, dads ride free for Father’s Day.
 You’ll want to consider riding the train for these events where there 
are discounted ticket prices.
 Don’t miss these opportunities for a real train ride.

The Florida Railroad Museum Needs Volunteers
 The Florida Railroad Museum would not exist without the generous 
efforts of its volunteer members. From restoring old equipment and 
maintaining operating equipment, renewing the track and operating the 
train each weekend - our volunteers are the backbone of this organization.
 Examples of volunteer work include track maintenance. Train 
maintenance, restoration of railroad cars, 
operations, working in the gift shop and helping 
with reservations.
 Volunteering is fun and extremely rewarding. 
You learn new skills, meet many people who come 
to ride the train and make new friends.  To inquire 
about volunteering, call Stan Kotas at 813-335-
4808 or email him at sandikotas@me.com. Come 
help ride the rails!

Hours at the Parrish Train Station
 The train station in Parrish is open Wednesday through Sunday from 
10:00 am to 4:00 pm. The station is closed Monday and Tuesday. The 
station is located at 12210 83rd Street E in Parrish, Florida. The phone 
number is 941-776-0906. For more information on any of these unique 
opportunities or a train ride, go to the FRRM website at www.FRRM.org.

By Cookie Jordan
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Endangered Plants in Your Backyard
 Florida is home to thousands of unique species of plants including 448 en-
dangered, 118 threatened and 9 commercially exploited species. A dramatical-
ly increasing number are on the verge of extinction. Sometimes, these amaz-
ing and endangered species are found near our homes. You may have handled 
them yourself, with no understanding of their rarity. Endangered Plants in 
Your Backyard is designed to raise awareness of our local endangered plant 
species, in an effort to keep our wild species wild in an ever shrinking Florida. 

Plant of the Month: 
Scientific Name: Lythrum flagellare 
Common Name(s): Florida Loosestrife; Lowland Loosestrife 
Status: Endangered Florida
Order: Myrtales
Family: Lythraceae
Genus: Lythrum
Species: L. flagellare
 Florida loosestrife is a 
state-listed endangered wild-
flower endemic to the west-
central peninsula of our love-
ly state. This low-growing, 
creeping wildflower can be 
found along wet prairie edges, 
pond margins and moist 
roadsides. It typically blooms 
from February through June 
but is often overlooked be-
cause of its diminutive stature and tendency to blend in with the plants 
among which it grows.
 Description: Lowland loosetrife is a small, sprawling plant with wiry 
stems. The genus name Lythrum comes from the Greek lythron, meaning 
“gore” or “blood,” and may allude to the flower color of some species. Fla-
gellare, from Latin flagellum, means “whip” or “lash”, referring to loostrife 
sprawling growth habit. Older stems lie flat on the ground and have dark 
brown, cracked, sometimes peeling bark. Younger shoots are upright and 
may have narrow wings. Lowland loosestrife leaves are oblong, one quar-
ter to one half inch long, with rounded bases and tips. Florida loosestrife’s 
small (less than ½ inch in diameter), purple to pinkish flowers have six 
crinkled petals, each with a dark purple mid-vein. Calyces are six-lobed 
and partially fused, forming a tube. Leaves are sessile and oval to elliptic 
with round or cuneate bases. Leaf arrangement is usually opposite. Stems 
are multi-branched and purplish to reddish. New stems may be erect or 
decumbent, while older stems are prostrate. Lowland loosestrife blooms all 
year and fruit is a dehiscent capsule. 
 Habitat: Lowland loosetrife prefer moist to damp sandy soils in prairie, 
wet prairie, and emergent wetlands. They are also found bordering edges of 
ponds and cypress swamps; creek bottoms, marshes, and wet disturbed sites. 
 Considerations for maintaining lowland looseleaf populations include: 
minimizing disturbance of soil and ground cover. Protect hydrology of the 
site by avoiding bedding, ditching, draining, or plowing fire lanes. Apply 
frequent fire to promote flowering and to control woody competition.

  What can we do? As long as Florida representation and population is driven 
by profits above all else, while ignorant, corrupt, and/or inept, county com-
missioners routinely break social contracts to cater to deep pocketed develop-
ers, while USDA enforcement of existing plant protections remain unenforced, 
and the public continues to 
buy in “master planned de-
velopments” with obscenely 
over sized houses on equally 
obscenely undersized lots; the 
destruction of habitat and the 
precious life they contain will 
never stop. Overpopulation, 
apathy, and the idea of “gonna 
get mine”, will eventually de-
grade Florida into a homoge-
nized life of blacktop, cement, 
security theater gates, and do-
mesticated animals.
 Want to see change? Have a great idea? Write to Nikki Fried (FL Com-
missioner of Agriculture) Nikki.Fried@FDACS.gov; and your county com-
missioner, James Satcher; District 1 james.satcher@mymanatee.org, Carol 
Whitmore, At Large carol.whitmore@mymanatee.org, and George Kruse, 
At Large george.kruse@mymanatee.org. Let them know you want to see 
more protections for endangered plant life - or at least the limited existing 
protections enforced. Let them know you want to see programs for harvest-
ing endangered life from lands slated for development. Let them know how 
you feel about the current jack rabbit pace of development in Parrish and 
surrounding areas. Let them know they need to do something - before it’s 
too late. And finally, let them know how you feel through your votes, by 
voting for the most qualified candidate instead of the political party. 
 I hope you enjoyed this edition of Endangered Plants in Your Backyard. 
More information on endangered plants can be obtained from your local 
USDA or by visiting https://www.fdacs.gov        Plant Man

By Plant Man
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Iris Worth McClain, moved to Parrish in 1973 with her 
husband Merle and her two son’s Kenny & Larry, coming from 
Sarasota. After retiring from her banking career of 42 years 
she became actively involved in the Parrish community with 
the Parrish Civic Assoc. The Parrish Foundation, Parrish 
Chili Cook Off, Parrish Arts Council and the Parrish “Y”. 
She coordinates with much help from the local community, 
the Parrish Children’s Christmas Party each year. She wants 
to provide interesting stories of old homes, buildings and 
families in and around Parrish to help preserve the history 
of Parrish. Iris Worth McClain

This Old House,
Articles about Parrish Homes and Buildings Is Available for Purchase

 You can purchase a compilation of Iris McClain’s articles on “This Old House.” Her book, “This Old House,” is available in paperback 
format. The book tells the stories and recollections of the town with the old houses, buildings, and the people that lived in them, our old church-
es, schools, post offices, etc. Iris has been writing articles for this newspaper for years. She has now collected them for this book.
 The books are available at PJ’S Sandwich Shop. A donation of $10.00 will provide grants for children’s nonprofit organizations in our 
community to encourage them to participate in the arts and community projects.  

by Iris Worth McClain

This Old Building
PJ’s Sandwich Shop

 “This Old Building” was built in 1960 by Cecil W. Keen’s brother as a 
fresh fruit stand. He passed away after a year and Cecil started his citrus 
fruit business, selling fresh fruit. He also ran a picking and hauling business. 
Cecil was a large citrus grower and a resident of Parrish. When he ran his 
citrus business out of this building, he had a big garage door installed so the 
fruit trucks could drive through the building to deliver the fruit, the door is 
still in place. This building has been used for several different businesses 
throughout the years. At one time it served as a Sub-Station for Manatee 
County Sheriff’s Department. In the late 1960’s and early 1970’s, George 
Wallace’s campaign members were located in this old building when the 
Alabama Governor was running for President. The campaign materials 
were still in the attic when Teresa and Patricia moved their sandwich busi-
ness into the building in 1986. Also found in the attic were some porcelain 
samples of King Citrus to show his customers what the fruit baskets would 
look like. Teresa donated these to the Palmetto Historic Museum. Teresa still 
has a collection of artifacts hanging on the walls; a stirrup, a wood shaver, 
a hay hook, and a license plate that reads “PJ’s Subs.” All these items were 
brought in by her customers. 
 In December 1986, Patricia O’Connor and her daughter Teresa Giles 
moved into this building from a building located on the other side of the 
railroad tracks, which they had opened in December 1984.
 PJ’s is where many of the locals like to eat. If you have never eaten there, 
you are missing a real treat. Along with the great, made from scratch food, 
there is also great conversations going on, lots of teasing with the custom-
ers, the best service, and very reasonable prices. PJ’s is known for their very 
good sweet and un-sweet tea. You can buy it by the glass or by the gallon.

 They put their success down to one recipe; Consistency! Which, Teresa 
learned from her Mom Patricia. They have been feeding Parrish folks and 
many of the people that live around Parrish for 38 years. Teresa and her 
employees know their customers, many by name and what they want to eat 
when they walk in the door, the customers really love that. Teresa and her 
staff do a wonderful job in keeping us strong with great lunches and Happy 
with great smiles when we go in the sandwich shop.
 If you know of an old building, home, family, old business or more Parrish 
History, you would like to share in the Parrish Village News, please give me 
a call Iris McClain 941-776-7697 or e-mail me at irismcc@msn.com. Also, if 
you are interested in the “This Old House” book you can purchase it at PJ”s.

Spring Farm Tour Highlights Manatee County Agricultural Operations
 The Manatee River Soil and Water Conservation District (MRSWCD) Spring 
Farm Tour brought over 80 participants on two charter buses to several agricultural 
operations in Manatee County. MRSWCD board members Buddy Keen, Julie Til-
lett, and Ben King served as tour guides along with county and UF/IFAS Extension 
staff. Joining the tour were citizens (including FFA students) and visitors. Points of 
agricultural interest, historic, and anecdotal information was shared on the buses 
while enroute to the tour stops. The MRSWCD hosts the tour each spring to increase 
awareness of agricultural operations within the county. 
 The first stop was the Taylor Cattle & Citrus in Myakka City. Originally purchased 
in 1887, five generations of the family have owned and operated Taylor Cattle & 
Citrus currently encompassing about 520 acres of grazed improved and native range 
and 65 acres of citrus production. Hugh Taylor and his daughter Amanda Taylor 
provided an overview of the operation to attendees. The commercial beef cow/calf 
operation consists primarily of crossbred cattle containing Angus, Brangus, and 
Charolais. The breeding program runs January through June producing calves from 
October through March. The calf crop is sold through video auction and shipped in 
August to numerous southeast states and as far as Texas. Valencia oranges, the most 
popular juice orange in the United States, are harvested between March and June.
 The next stop was Watercress Farms, a 500-acre farm in Myakka City. Watercress 

is a small, peppery tasting salad green grown in artificial 
rivers. Most of the crop is shipped back to England. Guy 
Averill and staff explained watercress production to tour 
attendees. Watercress is a temperate-climate plant and 
is not really suited for Florida; however, our warm, dry 
winters and high light levels make it a good choice for 
winter production (October through June). In an average 
season, about 500 tons of product are shipped back to 
London by air. Just seventy-two hours after harvest in 
Myakka City, it is on the tables in England.

 Blackbeard’s Ranch in Myakka City was the next 
tour stop. Property owner Mike Galinski and manag-
ing partner Jim Strickland had a vision for the dry 
prairies, maiden-cane marshes, live oak hammocks, 
cabbage islands, and longleaf pine savannas on the 
land, as this diverse landscape would make an ideal 
cattle ranch.  A 1700 acre conservation easement 
has been established, preserving and rehydrating the 
land. The ranch has received many environmental 
awards including the National Environmental Stew-
ardship Award. At ranch headquarters, all buildings 
reflect Florida cracker style architecture. Lunch, 
sponsored by the Mosaic Company, was held in a 
Seminole style chickee. Strickland discussed the ranch operation and conserva-
tion easements. They have also diversified into developing lines of other delicious 
products fresh from the ranch, such as poultry and honey.
 At Jones Potato Farm in Parrish, owner Alan Jones a second generation Florida 
farmer, led the tour through the potato packing house. A highlight was the robotic pack-
ing equipment, that creates five pound packages of potatoes for retail. From February 
through May, 2,000 acres of potatoes are grown. Jones Potato Farm was awarded a 
national Grower Achievement Award in 2017 by American Vegetable Grower. Po-
tato varieties include Atlantic, Red La Soda, Yukon Gold, Purple Majesty, Russian, 
Banana, and French Fingerlings. The potatoes produced are either developed into 
potato chips or marketed through various grocers. Through the use of a grid system 
and GPS band fertilizer spreader, Jones has reduced his fertilizer use by 30 percent. 
Low volume electric pivot irrigation systems reduce water use by nearly 50 percent.
 Another Farm Tour will be held on November 10th, as part of Farm City Week. 
Check the Manatee County Extension Service website in the fall for details on the 
fall tour hosted by the Farm City Week Committee/Manatee Extension Service office. 

Robotic equipment at Jones Potato Farm Robotic equipment at Jones Potato Farm 
preparing and stacking five pound potato preparing and stacking five pound potato 
packages for retail.packages for retail.

Watercress Farms Manager Watercress Farms Manager 
Guy Averill describes watercress Guy Averill describes watercress 
production to tour attendees.production to tour attendees.
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Too Busy
John Phillips

www.GuitarLessonsUSA.com

 “You will never find time for anything. If you want time you must make it.” - 
Charles Buxton
 “Beware the barrenness of a busy life.” - Socrates
 “I’m just too busy right now to find time to practice.” - Way too many aspiring 
guitarists
 It is just an excuse, really.
 Sadly, it is one that I have heard far too many times.
 A student takes up the guitar and, wisely, begins taking lessons. At first, they 
respond with great enthusiasm. They cannot believe how quickly they are learning. 
They are so excited about how easily they are coming to understand music, as 
well as how much they enjoy playing it.
 At first.
 Then it happens. The cares of this life enter in (as they do for us all) and entangle 
us. They choke our ability, or even desire, to pick up the guitar and even just play 
a little. We get so burned out at work or school that all we want to do when we get 
home is flop down on the couch and watch some tv until bedtime…
 Or play video games…
 Or scroll through social media (or other online pursuits)…
 Or get on the computer and continue working in the Sisyphean task of always 
‘trying to get caught up.’
 Soon, that which once gave you such happiness and excitement is pushed to the 
side and left to gather dust. You tell yourself that you will get back to it ‘someday.’ 
You just don’t know when, or even if, that day will ever come.
 You have a choice.
 It does not have to happen to you.
 This is not just going to be one of those ‘make time for yourself’ pep talks. Certainly 
you would already be doing that with the tv, games, etc. as mentioned above.
 This is about making the time to improve yourself, while simultaneously 
relaxing and enjoying yourself. Certainly, taking even a fifteen-minute break to 
relax and focus on something completely different, like your music, will not only 
help you to be more productive and focused, it is also actually good for you. The 
cognitive and other health benefits of music practice are well documented.
 This is also about developing a skill which you will be able to share with others. 
Many of my students share the joys of playing the guitar with their friends and 
family. Others play at church. Still others bring happiness to people at nursing 
homes by playing music for them.
 All of these students are just as busy (or more) as everyone else. The difference 
is that they have made time to practice and to play. The result is that they now 
have a gift which enriches not only themselves, but many others as well.
 In conclusion, it is important to be productive and that means to be, to some 
extent, busy. However, in order to avoid the ‘barrenness of a busy life,’ we must 
take the time, even make the time, for other things. For guitarists, that means 
setting aside and prioritizing time for daily practice. You will be glad that you did. 
After all, if you are too busy to play your guitar…
 You are just too busy.
 If you have any questions regarding music or topics which you would like to see 
in future columns, contact John Phillips on his website at www.guitarlessonsusa.
com. To inquire about guitar lessons or gift certificates, call 941-915-4694. Live 
virtual lessons now available!

Exp. 4/30/2022941-758-3200941-758-3200
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Support our advertisers!
They make it possible to deliver this 

paper to you at no cost to you.
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THE MASTER
CABINET MAKER, INC.

All Custom Cabinetry
Locally owned and operated by 3rd generation cabinetmaker.

Experienced, insured, referrals.

941-723-0278
Custom made cabinets, 3D designs & remodeling: 

Kitchen/Bath/e.center/wall unit/bar & more. Laminated 
countertops. We are also dealers of ready to assemble 

wood cabinets. Special cabinets for mobile homes. 
Custom outdoor Starboard® kitchens. Custom 

concealed storage cabinets. Residential & Commercial

The Master Cabinet MakerThe Master Cabinet Maker MasterCabinetMakerMasterCabinetMaker

5004 US 41 N • Unit “A” • Palmetto
www.themastercabinetmaker.com 

8324 US Hwy 301 N., Parrish (next to AT&T store) Ext. Hours: M-F 8am-7pm, Sat. 9am-2pm
Email: info@ellentondiscountpharmacy.com Website: ellentondiscountpharmacy.com

2021 WINNER

Ellenton Discount Pharmacy wants to help 
you get the pet medicine you need, at a low 
cost you want. Bring your pet’s prescription 
to the  Ellenton Discount Pharmacy today. 

You can fill your pet’s human‑equivalent and 
veterinary medications, including heartworm 
prevention. This includes low cost generic 

medications and special compounding.

$5.00 OFF
First Filling Of Any 

Pet Medication
Expires 4/30/2022

LOCATED AT 7915 US 301 N SUITE 201, ELLENTON, FL  34222
NOW OFFERING NOTARY PUBLIC SERVICES

AGENTS AVAILABLE TO HELP WITH ALL YOUR REAL EASTATE NEEDS!
Where Serenity Finds Home

Welcome Lella “Dee” DeFino  To Our Family
Lella “Dee” DeFino, Realtor Associate

732-890-9844
Rosemarie Lunardelli, Broker/Owner

732-489-3676

Visit our website at:
Ashorerealtyllc.com

Rosemarie LunardelliRosemarie Lunardelli
Licensed Real EstateLicensed Real Estate

Broker/OwnerBroker/Owner
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Crucial for Diabetics

Dr. Doug Black
 Diabetes is the number one preventable cause of blindness in the United 
States.  As a result, diabetics are a group of patients that we must see on a 
very frequent basis in our office. The underlying issue with diabetes is the fact 
that there is too high of a concentration of glucose (sugar) in a person’s blood 
circulation. This can lead to specific issues that can affect vision.
 A common symptom that we see in our office that can be related to diabe-
tes is the onset of sudden large changes in vision. The natural lens in the eye 
controls its overall focusing ability. The level of glucose in a person’s system 
has a direct impact on this focusing mechanism. As a result, if the level of 
glucose in the bloodstream is fluctuating, so will that person’s focusing. It is 
very difficult to determine a reliable stable eyeglass prescription for a person 
with fluctuating blood sugar levels. If a patient has had a sudden large change 
in their vision, we often refer them for blood testing to determine if there is an 
issue with their glucose levels.
 Another ocular symptom that can be related to diabetes is a recent develop-
ment of double vision. Diabetic neuropathy is a condition where nerves are 
damaged from being exposed to overly high blood glucose levels. Nerves can 
also be damaged by an interruption of blood nourishment, again because of 
too high of a blood glucose level. The alignment and movements of the eyes 
are controlled by specific nerves.  If damage occurs to any of these nerves, it 
can cause a loss of control of eye movements, which can lead to the eyes being 
misaligned. This causes double vision.
 Diabetics also tend to develop cataracts at an earlier age than the general 
population. Persistent high levels of blood glucose leads to a clouding of the 
lens in the eye. Studies have shown that diabetics are 60% more likely to de-
velop cataracts than are non-diabetics.
 The potentially most dangerous ocular complication related to diabetes is 

the development of diabetic retinopathy. This is a condition where the blood 
vessels of the retina become damaged, which can lead to significant hemor-
rhaging and swelling.  The retina contains the light-sensitive tissues and recep-
tors that are responsible for sight. Unfortunately, damage to these tissues can 
cause a permanent loss of vision.
 It is critical for all people with diabetes to have their eyes fully examined on 
a frequent basis so that any complications can be caught at a very early stage. 
This provides the opportunity for treatment to be done to prevent any further 
deterioration and to preserve clear vision..
 Douglas Black, O.D., is a Doctor of Optometry at Eye Center, Inc.

Manatee County Endangered Species: Southern Florida Rainbow Snake

 This months Manatee county endangered 
species is: Farancia erytrogramma seminola, 
AKA The Southern Florida Rainbow Snake
Class: Reptilia
Order: Squamata
Family: Colubridae
Genus: Farancia
Species: F. erytrogramma seminola
Status: EXTINCT / Possibly Endangered

DO NOT KILL OUR SNAKES!!!
 If you only read one  part of this article, 
please read this. The vast majority of 
endemic snakes in Florida are incapable of 
significantly (if at all) harming humans or 
pets. Eighty eight percent of our snakes, are 
physically incapable of causing you or your 
loved ones real harm. Annually, in the entire 
USA, complications from snake bites account 
for a paltry five to fifteen deaths. In Florida, 
there are no snakebite related deaths on record 
since 2006. In that case, a severely intoxicated 
man tried to beat a coral snake to death with 
his bare hands resulting in the first person to 
die from a coral snake bite since 1967.
 Worried about your homes and property? 
All of Florida’s endemic snakes are incapable 
of causing serious damage to humans 
homes or belongings. On the contrary, our 
Florida snakes help protect humanity and 
its possessions by managing populations of 
disease carrying, wood eating, wire chewing, 
wall nesting rodents, birds, and insects. 
Many snakes even eat cockroaches! 

Description: Most adult Southern Rainbow 
Snakes were about twenty seven to forty 
eight inches in total length, with a record 
length recorded of just over sixty-eight 
inches. Adults were large, thick bodied, and 
magnificently colored. NOTE! Photos show 

a preserved museum 
specimen, most colors 
are lost after death or 
muted by preservation. 
These snakes were 
mostly glossy black 
(iridescent blue in 
the sunlight) with 
three thin red stripes 
running down the 
body, one down the 
middle of the back 
and one on each side. 
The lower sides of 
the body are yellow 
or pink fading into 
the red belly. Black 
spots on each belly 
scale form three lines of dots down the belly. 
The chin and throat are yellow. The tail tip 
ends in a pointed, horny scale. The scales are 
mostly smooth and arranged in 19 scale rows 
at midbody. The pupil is round. Juveniles are 
similar in appearance to adults.
 Sadly for all of us, the Southern Florida 
Rainbow Snake is considered by most to 
be extinct. In 2011, the United States Fish 
and Wildlife Service (USFWS) declared the 
animal no longer exists and added it to the 
ever growing list of extinct animals. However, 
in the same year, the Center for Snake 
Conservation (www.snakeconservation.
org) put up a $500 reward for official 
documentation of the elusive snake alive in 
nature. To date, to the best of my knowledge, 
the reward has not been claimed. 
 Like all snakes, the Southern Florida 
Rainbow Snake was (perhaps still is) 
an integral part of our delicate Florida 
ecosystem. They were aquatic creatures 

 Florida has long struggled with development and land use. In the early years of America, 
Florida was mostly untamed, exploding with biodiversity. Few non-native humans ventured 
into the forests and swamps. Those who did were tough and determined to make their fortunes 
through cattle ranching. Railroads and agriculture came next, making southern Florida more 
accessible. Wetlands were drained, forests cleared, and animals hunted to extinction. Housing 
developments and tourism facilities followed. 
 Today, Manatee county is still home to a wide variety of native plant and animal life. Even 
Parrish, seeing some of the most egregious, poorly planned, and untamed development in recent 

feeding mostly on eels, small fish, and 
insects. The Southern Florida Rainbow 
Snake (like most snakes) were quite timid 
creatures, rarely seen due to their secretive 
habits. They spent most of their lives in the 
water, hiding in aquatic vegetation or other 
forms of cover. They are strong swimmers, 
and also know how to burrow into mud 
and sand. Probably adding to their demise, 
rainbow snakes were not aggressive when 
captured, and did not bite their captors.

Habitat: Southern Florida Rainbow Snakes 
were primarily aquatic and mainly inhabit 
clear waters of natural springs and rivers. 
They were also sometimes observed in 
creeks, lakes, cypress swamps, marshes, and 
tidal mudflats. Southern Florida Rainbow 
Snakes have been found under floating 
vegetation, within banks at water’s edge, and 
under shoreline debris such as Spanish moss 
and logs. They have also been plowed up in 

fields several hundred yards from the nearest 
water and were (though rarely) observed 
crossing roads at night, especially during or 
after heavy rains.
 It is best practice to leave all snakes alone. 
Over 90% of snake bites on humans are to 
hands or finger tips and only after provocation. 
If you or a pet are bitten by a non venomous 
snake (and you are 100% sure what type bit 
you) and skin is broken, don’t panic! Simply 
wash the wound as soon as possible with 
plenty of soap and water. Use a disinfectant 
when possible and watch for any signs of 
infection. If you are uncertain of what type of 
snake bit you, again, don’t panic! Photograph 
the snake if possible. Keep calm, keep your 
breathing as normal as possible, keep the 
wound elevated, and dial 911. Bites from 
even our most venomous snake, the eastern 
diamondback rattlesnake, are non terminal if 
treated within the first few hours. 
 What can we do? Keep watch! If you 
have a development coming into your town, 
start looking for species of concern. Early 
mornings and late afternoons are great times 
to search for endangered species. Photograph 
them, note the location and time of day of 
the sighting and send the information to the 
Florida USDA. I highly recommend posting 
to social media outlets too. Nothing reaches 
more people more quickly. 
 Nothing will change unless you speak up. 
If you would like more done to preserve plant 
and animal life, or you have found a species 
and would like to report it, we recommend 
you contact your county commissioner: www.
mymanatee.org/government/board_of_county_
commissioners/contact_your_commissioner 
and the USDA, AKA Fresh From Florida www.
followfreshfromflorida.com

by: Plant Man
history, still holds precious pockets of rural life. Showing great adaptability, many animal species 
have tolerated, even benefited from, urbanization and habitat loss. Raccoons, coyote, and several 
bird species are perfectly happy eating from dumpsters and breeding in man made structures and 
ruins. But, many more species are not so durable. Many animals are not tolerated by urban life 
and are routinely killed, mainly due to ignorance. Manatee county alone houses thirteen federally 
listed endangered and threatened animal species. Florida state has its own registry, listing twenty 
one threatened or endangered animal species, again in Manatee county alone.
 For more information on all imperiled species in Manatee, please visit: https://ecos.fws.gov 
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Buffalo Creek Middle School

Go Hawks!

 Congratulations to Dr. Kersey 
for being selected as this 
months Golden Hawk recipient. 
Her fun, out going spirit makes 
learning enjoyable for all 
her students. Thank you for 
bringing stories and characters 
to life. We appreciate you! 

Way to go BCMS TSA
1st place Forensics
1st place Problem Solving
1st place VEX IQ
2nd place Tech Bowl
Top 10 for Chapter team
Top 10 Systems Control
Top 10 Children’s Stories
Top 10 Digital Photography
Several other events were entered in also.  You all worked so hard and 
we are so proud of you.  Mr. Leahy and Mrs. Diaz led our 22 students, 
some 1st timers, through TSA State Competition in Orlando this 
whole weekend.  Thank you to all the chaperones, teachers, parents, 
and students for their support. Now, on to National competition in 
Dallas, Tx this summer

 After completing a 350 word essay and 
application, Cambridge student Sandra P. was 
selected to attend the Bishop’s 2022 Nebraska 
Fossil Expedition this summer.
 This June, The Bishop, with generous 
support from the Toomey Foundation for the 
Natural Sciences, is offering students aged 11 
to14 years the opportunity to participate in 
educational and paleontological expeditions 
in the Nebraska Badlands. The goal is to 
provide students interested in science with 
unique experiences to foster their passion and 
curiosity.
 We are so proud of you Sandra!
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Look No Further...

Is Here!

Custom Cabinetry & Granite Counter Tops
Flooring All Hard Surfaces

Tile-Backsplash-Shower Tile
Finish Trim Work

Painting
Custom Pavers

Decking
Pressure Washing

Specializing in Kitchens and Bathrooms
Established since 1986

Stephen Woodland
941-776-8068
941-445-1251

woodysdesigns1@yahoo.com

WOODY’S DESIGNS
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News from Barbara Harvey Elementary School

Our sharks put on a “Jaw” some 
performance at the All-County 
Elementary Music Festival. Our 
very own Ms. Johnston directed 
the chorus which was comprised 
of students from our county’s 
elementary schools.

Our fourth-grade classrooms spent the 
morning with volunteers participating in 
Manatee Chamber of Commerce’s Project 
T.E.A.C.H.. They learned about careers, 
first impressions, and made their first 
business cards.

This month our third graders reached 
for the stars as they wrapped up their 
Sun and Stars unit! Scavenger hunts, 
constellations and space inspired 
treats made the day special as they 
prepared for their trip to 
Kennedy Space Center!

Our staff, students, and families 
had a great time at Harvey’s Bonfire 
this month.

Mrs. Gingras’ First Grade Class had a 
wonderful time teaching K and 5th grade 
all about text features and animals using 
informational texts that they researched 
and wrote themselves.



Parrish Village News PAGE 27

North Manatee Soccer Club
Spring season has started for North Manatee Soccer Club. Thank you to our 
sponsors and community for making this our biggest season yet!

Thank you to James Satcher, District 1 Commissioner and Manatee County officials for 
dedicating our new field for our club this morning on opening day of our recreational season.

Our U-12 boys team won the Spring Shootout in March! Way to go Mutiny! Coach Carlos is 
so proud of you all for all your hard work!
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into place because the goal at that time was to promote development 
to the existing community that would be consistent with the vision of 
the community for the future. Concerns that were focused on included 
look and feel of green, open, quiet and agricultural as the community 
transitioned, striving for development that was visually attractive and 
compatible with rural components of the community and harmonious 
with small town atmosphere, using existing landscaping (ie clusters of 
trees and vegetation) to soften appearance of new development, provid-
ing for safe and convenient pedestrian use and promotion of multi-use 
trail network throughout developments to help connect parks, schools 
and shopping.
 The language in the NCO states that property owners always reserve 
the right to ask for specific approvals that are different than the require-
ments outlined in the NCO. Over the past 17 years a large majority of 
the rural acreage under the NCO has been purchased and either built 
on or has been approved to be built on. The county has consistently 
granted variances and exceptions to the requirements of the NCO as 
written. The Parrish area has grown substantially over the time period 
since the NCO was adopted and a question remains if the NCO has 
served its purpose and is no longer necessary, especially because it is 
not being followed.
 So what does the NCO do? The NCO sets into place items such as 
buffers, landscaping requirements, tree preservation, signage limita-
tions and pedestrian areas. To clarify, the removal of the NCO does not 
result in no protection at all, instead, the LDC addresses all of those 
same issues. The important distinction to understand is that the NCO 
has stricter requirements and so if the NCO is removed the stricter re-
strictions will be removed and the more relaxed LDC rules will apply. 
Those that wish to keep the NCO or who wish to keep portions of the 
NCO desire to have the stricter regulations remain. Should the county 
vote to keep all or portions of the NCO, it would be necessary for the 
county to also stop allowing variances and exceptions so that the NCO 
is effective for the reasons it was created. The stricter rules of the NCO 
do also present extra barriers to potential businesses that would be add-
ed benefit to Parrish.
 An additional piece to this matter is that the downtown Parrish Vil-
lage also has a Parrish Village Commercial Overlay (PVCO) which, in 
essence, creates an overlay within an overlay. This overlay was created 
several years after the NCO with the idea that there was a desire for ad-
ditional stricter guidelines and requirements for businesses within the 
Parrish Commercial district (see the map accompanying this article for 
the perimeters of the PVCO). Should the NCO be removed, there is still 
an ability to bring forth a request to expand and modify the PVCO for 
better protections for areas of concern for the downtown Parrish areas.
 There appear to be a few streams of thought regarding the future of 
the NCO. The first thought is to leave the NCO in place, the second 
thought is to go through the NCO retaining what is deemed necessary 
for extra protections and removing what is not or, the third thought is 
to remove the NCO from the LDC completely.  That being said, one of 
the primary purposes of the Parrish Civic Association is to be a voice 
for the community of Parrish in dealing with the county and the needs/
wants of the residents and businesses.  We depend on the feedback 
of the local residents and interested parties to express their concerns, 
questions and opinions on topics such as this pending issue of the re-
moval of the NCO that is up for consideration.
 Residents with additional questions or concerns can reach out di-
rectly to District 1 Commissioner, James Satcher at james.satcher@
mymanatee.org, At Large Commissioner Carol Whitmore at carol.
whitmore@mymanatee.org or At Large Commissioner George Kruse 
at george.kruse@mymanatee.org. Alternatively, residents can feel free 
to reach out to Parrish Civic Association President, Jennifer Hamey, at 
jenniferhamey@gmail.com as she will be compiling any comments or 
information received by residents to submit to the commissioners.  The 
matter will be coming forward for vote by the BOCC on April 7, 2022, 
so please submit comments immediately for consideration.

have become 
regulars and 
visit often to 
take advantage 
of the good 
deals. Jeanette’s 
philosophy is 
simple, “Our prices 
are low but we 
would rather have 
items be sold rather 
than have them sit 

on the shelves.” Many customers shop in the 
store while waiting for a table at Butterfield’s. 
 The store’s proceeds benefit My Warrior’s 
Place and My Service Dog’s Place. Kelly 
Kowal founded, My Warrior’s Place after her 
son Corey gave his life in service to our country 
while stationed in with the US Army in Kabul, 
Afghanistan. My Warrior’s Place is a Retreat Center 
serving Veterans, Military Service Members, Law 
Enforcement Officers, Fire Fighters, Gold Star, 
Blue Star, and Silver Star Families. 
 In addition to the Retreat Center, the 
organization also offers “several amazing 
programs for those who have put their life 
on the line for our safety and well-being, 
endured the death of a Fallen Warrior, and/or 
experienced the horrors of war.” Says Kelly, 
“Each program offered by My Warrior’s Place 
plays an important role in the healing and 

NOC CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 Hearts CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

brought a two-story bouncy house, and 
this was followed by the big hit of the 
kid area, the train ride (graciously made 
and donated to the PCA by local resident 
Jim Cannon)! Our very own Secretary, 
Cindy Chin served as the train driver. 
Across the way from the kids’ zone were 
our delicious food providers, TK Grill, 
Kiwani’s of Manatee Co., Big Blue 
Grilled Cheese, Food Vigilantes, Kona 
Ice and Tasty Creations, who all stayed 
very busy keeping the masses fed.
 But it wasn’t just fun for kids because 
back at the roundabout, which you 
couldn’t miss thanks to the gorgeous 
American Flag flying high and proud, 
provided by J&J Crane, we had the 
Budweiser Beer Truck and local band, 
Jack’d Up, rocking it out on the stage.  
And before the band played, all the 
attendees had the pleasure of watching 
the performances of the Parrish Elite 
Team and Dancing Divas, a super fun 
group of ladies providing everyone with 
line dancing lessons which brought many 
over to the dance floor to join in!
 And last, but certainly not least, the reason 

Heritage Day CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

for the festival, the Parrish Pioneer section 
which included antique cars, vendors 
specializing in heritage-type products and 
the bullwhip cracking contest, sponsored 
by Parrish General Supply.
 As everyone knows, having FREE 
community events such as these do 
cost money. This event would not be 
possible without our wonderful sponsors. 
A special thank you to our main event 
sponsor, Falkner Farms.  And additional 
huge thanks to our other amazing 
sponsors:  Jennifer L. Hamey, Attorney at 
Law, Atchley Realty, Neal Communities, 
Gamble Creek Village, Brince Realty, 
S&S Electrical Supply, Prosser Painting, 
Farm Bureau Insurance, Blue Crest 
Insurance Agency, RealManage, Red 
Door Real Estate Group, Integrity 
Mobile Home Sales, Woodruff & Sons, 
Inc, Gamebreakers Elite Training, 
The Style House, Raymond Ciamarra, 
Realtor, McGhee Electric, and Tell 
Communications.
 PCA HOPES TO SEE EVERYONE 
NEXT YEAR!

coping process, and the support that is obtained 
through these programs is priceless!” 
 My Service Dog’s Place is one of the program 
initiative providing care for the service dogs 
of American Heroes. Their Mission is to be a 
resource so that no service dog is housed at a 
local government’s animal control shelter AND 
so that no American Hero would ever need to 
choose between his/her well-being and their 
service dog.
 The vision for this program is to provide 
a boarding facility and dog park for service 
dogs of Veterans, Law Enforcement and Fire 
Fighters, when it is necessary for them to be 
temporarily separated. 
 Exciting new changes are coming to Hearts 
4 Heroes – including an expansion and a 
Furniture Gallery located in the storage unit 
behind the store. The store readily accepts 
donations and receives them daily. Hearts 4 
Heroes is open 6 days a week, from 9 am to 3 
pm every day except Tuesdays.
 When you shop at Hearts 4 Heroes, you are 
getting great deals and you are also helping our 
veterans, heroes and their service animals. And 
that is something that warms the heart. 
 Hearts 4 Heroes Thrifty Boutique, 8227 US 
Highway 301 North, Parrish, Phone: 727-421-6298
 https://www.mywarriorsplace.org/msdp
 https://www.mywarriorsplace.org/



Sallie Wagner Of Intentional Life Coaching Honored As 
Palmetto’s 2022 Local Business Person Of The Year

 The largest online referral network for small 
businesses, Alignable.com is announcing the results of 
its national search for leaders who’ve gone above and 
beyond guiding peers and supporting entire communities 
as they strive to recover. 
 Today, Alignable’s network has chosen Sallie 
Wagner of Intentional Life Coaching as Palmetto’s 
2022 Business Person Of The Year! 
 The 2022 contest is the most popular competition 
Alignable has ever hosted, marking a 64% increase 
in participation over last year. In all, 2,400+ small 
business owners were elected by their peers to be 
their Local Business People Of The Year across the 
U.S. and Canada. 
 During the contest, which ran from Jan. 10 to Feb. 11, 2022, 160,000+ votes and 
32,000+ testimonials were posted praising thousands of local leaders for helping their 
peers and communities through a turbulent year with many challenges: skyrocketing 
inflation, labor shortages, supply chain problems, and COVID variants. Because of these 
issues, 70% of small businesses have yet to recover and recovery rates have declined 13% 
since December, according to Alignable’s latest poll of 6,305 small business owners. This 
recovery reversal highlights how important it is for the contest winners to continue their 
work helping even more businesses bounce back from pandemic-era hurdles. 

Giving Is The Glue Holding Us Together 
 “In our tight-knit community, you almost always get back what you give,” said Wagner. 
“And the challenges we’ve all encountered have compelled many of us to offer counsel 
and other support to peers struggling to keep their businesses afloat. While I’m thrilled to 
receive this award, it’s really a testament to our entire community. And it reinforces my 
resolve to push toward a full recovery for everyone here in Palmetto by the end of 2022, if 

not earlier.” Wagner received a special badge on her Alignable profile, recognizing this big 
win. In past years, the awareness generated through similar contests has spurred expanded 
connections, as well as new business for many winners.

Driving Recognition Is Key 
 “This has been a fun and rewarding contest to watch unfold,” said Alignable’s President 
& Co-Founder Venkat Krishnamurthy. “Local business owners are the heart and soul of 
their communities and they ought to get way more recognition for all they do. Friendly 
competition aside, this contest generated some incredible peer testimonials (to the tune of 
32,000+), showing exactly why small business owners are stronger together.” 
 To arrange interviews with Sallie Wagner and/or an Alignable representative, please 
contact Chuck Casto at chuck@alignable.com. He also can offer JPEGs and other visuals, 
as well as local winner testimonials. 

About Intentional Life Coaching 
 At Intentional Life Coaching, clients experience the power of EFT (Emotional Freedom 
Techniques), evolved NLP (Neurolinguistic Programming), and trauma-aware modalities 
to launch into action and gain access to rapid, concrete results as they get rid of unwanted 
habits, behaviors, fears, phobias, limiting beliefs and decisions that keep them from the 
results they want in life. Tune in to Sallie’s podcast, High Frequency Mindset, each week 
to learn more. 

About Alignable 
 Alignable.com is the largest online referral network for 
small businesses in the U.S. and Canada. With 7 million+ 
members across 35,000+ local communities, Alignable is 
the network where small business owners drive leads and 
prospects, generate referrals, land new business, build 
trusted relationships, and share great advice.
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How to Put on a Play
Or taking Dearly Beloved from the page to the stage

 A play is a very much like an iceberg; what you see on stage is just the 
tip of the talent pool, sparkling above the tumult of the waves below—
and the whole shebang is supported by a solid chunk of people backstage 
and beyond—who are dedicated to keeping the entire enterprise afloat! To 
simplify, a show can’t happen without the support of all the people who 
do the vital work (other than acting) that a production needs. We’ve got a 
producer (Morgan) and a director (Karen), scenic designer (Jay), a public-
ity and social media maven (Susan), a tech director (Ralph), and a dozen 
actors rehearsing, but we still need someone like YOU to get this show up 
and running!
 Here’s how you can help. Read below for brief job descriptions of the 
important work that needs to happen. See something you can do or would 
like to learn? 
 Stage Manager: to be liaison between director and actors, help run 
rehearsals
 House Manager: to oversee ticket taking and ushers and audience
 Tech Crew: to help set up and run sound and lighting
 Costumer: to choose, organize and sometimes construct costumes; hair 
and make-up helpers are included in this crew, too
 Props: to gather, sometimes create, organize, and run props during a show
 Theater is a collaborative art. We know from experience that working 
together on a creative project like this can build cohesion and camaraderie 
in our community. Won’t you join us as we bring this show to life?
 Contact Karen Romant at parrishplayworksinc@gmail.com to find out 
how you can volunteer.

by Karen Romant

Interested in acting or 
working backstage with 
us, or maybe just sup-
porting local theater with 
your donation? Contact 
us at www.parrishplay-
works.org/contact-us

Call Marilyn Sakelaris - 941-356-3167
or email Marilyn@LeslieWellsRealty.com

Florida Licensed Realtor, Leslie Wells Realty, Inc.
Your Local Realtor Since 2004

11494 Summit Rock Court
Kingsfield Lakes - Parrish

Offered at $659,900

God Bless America

Huge 3,080 Sq. Ft. - 4/3.5/3
+ Den or 5th Bedroom - New Roof 2020

Spacious Pool, Spa, Lanai

Oversized .40 Acre Lot
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by Michelle Phillips

 Oftentimes, self-care is thought of as a way of “treating” ourselves after 
completing a big task or going through difficult or stressful times. We make 
an appointment to get our nails done, get a massage, or check in to a spa 
to relax and unwind. While all of these are wonderful, self-care is really 
any activity we do, intentionally, to take care of our mental, emotional, and 
physical health and should be done on a daily basis. Especially when living 
in extremely stressful times. 
 Although self-care means different things to different people, here are a 
few basics that have proven to be helpful for myself and many of my clients: 

1. Journal. Dealing with our emotions can be challenging when we’re cop-
ing with stress. Write down your feelings in a journal. Getting things out 
of your head and onto paper, helps get the stress out of your body. If you 
are really having a hard time, call a friend or family member. It’s okay not 
to be okay. Talking things through and writing your feelings down help get 
things out so you feel better.

2. No list. Create a “no” list, with things you know you no longer want to 
do because these things bring you down. Such as;
 Limit your amount of time watching the news or scrolling through so-
cial media. It’s important to check in with new developments, however its 
best limit them to twice a day.
 Instead, watch a fun and uplifting movie or TV show. Turn anything off 
that is depressing or could cause feelings of stress and fear!

3. Do list. Make a list of things you have always wanted to do if you had 
the downtime and then…do them!
 Such as;
 • Clean out your closets
 • Read a good book
 • Learn new recipes
 • Work out more often (check out different workouts on YouTube)

 • Take an online Yoga Class
 • Meditate
 • Go for long walks

4. Friends. Get caught up with friends and family. Host group zoom video 
get togethers. 
 I hosted a girlfriend’s happy hour with four of my closest friends. I also 
have zoom calls with my family members so we all stay connected and can 
see each other’s faces as we chat.
 Self-care isn’t selfish.  In fact, it’s the exact opposite. If you don’t take 
good care of yourself, you won’t be in a good place to take care of your 
loved ones.! 

About Michelle
 Michelle Phillips is a leading authority in the beauty and wellness indus-
tries who has worked with some of the most powerful and talented celebs in the 
world of entertainment.
 Her popular Beauty Segments airing on TV shows across the country focus on 
improving a woman’s self-esteem and the latest in beauty, health, and wellness.
 Michelle is a well-known women’s 
empowerment coach and best-selling Hay 
House author who has shared her message on 
speaking tours such as “The Power of Women” 
with Shark Tank’s Barbara Corcoran, and 
actress/entrepreneur Suzanne Somers as well 
as The Hay House “I Can Do It Tour” with 
inspirational icons Wayne Dyer and Louise Hay. 
 Michelle continues to touch the lives of thou-
sands of women with her inspiring and dynamic 
wisdom providing them with powerful self-esteem 
tools of transformation; a transformation to not 
just Look amazing but to BE amazing! To learn 
more about Michelle, log on to her website: www.
MichellePhillips.com



Parrish Village News PAGE 32

Ralph Bellrose

Croatia
(Dubrovnik-Home Visit)

Please see Home Visit CONTINUED ON PAGE 45

 One of the most interesting features of a Grand Circle Tour is the “Home 
Visit”, where small groups of tourists meet and dine with a local family.
 Our bus trip at sunset into the hills above Dubrovnik, gave us some 
breathtaking views of the city and the blue Adriatic. We stopped in a small 
village, split up, and followed our host families to their homes. Our group 
had four couples; and, after a cold, ten minute, uphill walk, we arrived at 
the farmhouse of Sophia and Mikhail on land that has been occupied by 
Mikhail’s extended family for over 300 years.
 One of the “gifts” Napoleon gave Croatia during his short reign was 
Napoleonic Law, which requires that on the death of an owner, property 
must be divided equally among all the surviving heirs. It seems eminently 
fair; however, over several generations it results in a patchwork of small 
plots of land that are almost unmanageable unless the owners get along and 
agree to cooperate. Several generations of Mikhail’s family live nearby, 
and make this arrangement work. Croatia has a bloody history; and, the 
older people identify with the land in a way most Americans can’t compre-
hend. They are connected to the soil. It defines their existence. The well-
educated young take a very different view (Croatia provides free schooling 
thru college to those who pass the admissions tests); they’re more inter-
ested in modern technology and the social advantages of living in the cities. 
Working on a rock strewn farm, trying to eke out a subsistence living, has 
very little appeal. A family crisis is looming.
 Mikhail is an engineering officer on a cruise ship and is often away from 
home. He previously worked on a container-ship and has sailed around the 
world. He’s visited the United States, has relatives in San Francisco, and 
speaks excellent English. While he is away Sophia and his relatives look 
after the farm. Sophia is from a nearby village and speaks very little English. 

Dubrovnik Hills at Sunset
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Financial Advisors Can Help Reduce Anxiety
James F. Morrison, Financial Advisor

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local Edward Jones Financial 
Advisor.  Edward Jones, Member SIPC.

 The long-running coronavirus pandemic has fueled a lot of anxieties – 
including financial ones. But some people have had far fewer worries than 
others. Consider this: Among those investors who work with a financial ad-
visor, 84% said that doing so gave them a greater sense of comfort about 
their finances during the pandemic, according to a survey from Age Wave 
and Edward Jones.
 Of course, many people experience investment-related fears even without 
a global health crisis, and that’s probably not surprising, given the periodic 
volatility of the financial markets. But financial guidance can come in handy 
during relatively normal times, too.
 A financial professional can help you …
 …Look past the headlines – Inflation, interest rates, pandemics, elec-
tions – there’s always something in the news that could affect the investment 
world in the short term. But by helping you construct a portfolio that’s built 
for the long term and reflects your goals, risk tolerance and time horizon, a 
financial advisor can enable you to look past the headlines.
 …Avoid emotional decisions – Many people let their emotions drive their 
investment choices. When the market goes through a downturn and the value 
of their investments drops, they sell to “cut losses,” even though these same 
investments may still have good business fundamentals and promising fu-
tures. Conversely, when the market is on an uptick, some poeple chase after 
“hot” investments, even when they become overpriced and may have very 
little room to grow. But a financial advisor can help keep you from making 
these fear- and greed-based actions by only recommending moves that make 
sense for your situation.
 …Work toward multiple goals – At various times in your life, you may 
have simultaneous financial goals. For example, you could be investing for a 
retirement that’s decades away, while also trying to save for a child’s college 
education. A financial professional can suggest ways you can keep working 
toward both objectives, in terms of how much money you can afford to in-
vest and what types of savings and investment vehicles you should consider.
 …Prepare for the unexpected – Most of us did not need a pandemic to re-
mind us that unexpected events can happen in our lives – and some of these 
events can have serious financial impacts on us and our loved ones. Do you 
have adequate life insurance? How about disability insurance? And if you 
ever needed some type of long-term care, such as an extended stay in a nurs-
ing home, how would you pay for it? A financial advisor can evaluate your 

protection needs and recommend appropriate solutions that fit within your 
overall financial strategy.
 …Adapt to changing circumstances – Over time, many things may change 
in your life – your job, your family situation, your retirement plans, and so 
on. A financial professional can help you adjust your financial strategy in 
response to these changes.
 Achieving your financial goals may present challenges, but it doesn’t have to 
cause you years of worry and distress – as long as you get the help you need.

Open 24 Hours!!

12155 US Hwy 301 North, Parrish, FL  34219
www.Parrish-Storage.com         parrishstorage@reagan.com

941-776-1290

UNLIMITED WASH CLUB
• No contracts

• Unlimited washes (once a day)
• Cancel plan at any time, no 

questions asked - Simply e-mail 
seven days before recharge 
canceling all future charges

• Auto draft available
• Unlimited wash club members 
enjoy one unrestricted car wash 
per day. Your choice of vehicle

• Drive-thru wash bays with extra 
high clearance for high profile 

vehicles
• Boat Wash

• Automatic car mat wash machine
• Powerful Vacuums
• Fragrance Machine

• Carpet Shampoo station
• Free Air

• Open 24/7

ULTIMATE
• Under Car & Side Blaster

• Pre-Soak Cleaner • Wheel Cleaner
• Bug Cleaner • Triple Foam Super Soap
• Bug Scrub • Surtime Premium Wash
• High-Pressure Wash • Wheel Scrub

• Guardian Gold Surface Sealant
• Hot Canauba Wax

• Clearcoat Protectant
• Spot Free Rinse • Power Dry

DELUXE
• Under Car & Side Blaster

• Pre-Soak Cleaner • Wheel Cleaner
• Bug Cleaner • Triple Foam Super Soap
• Bug Scrub • Surtime Premium Wash

• High-Pressure Wash
• Guardian Gold Surface Sealant

• Clearcoat Protectant
• Spot Free Rinse • Power Dry

EXPRESS
• Pre-Soak Cleaner 

•  Surtime Premium Wash
• Clearcoat Protectant • Power Dry

$16.00
Single
Wash

$36.99
Monthly

Unlimited

$13.00
Single
Wash

$8.00
Single
Wash

$29.99
Monthly

Unlimited

$17.99
Monthly

Unlimited

A Second Home for Your Family Pets

8800 Erie Lane, Parrish, FL    941-776-1094
www.shagri-lapetresort.com

Happy Earth Day
April  22nd
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Announcements From The UF/IFAS 
Manatee County Extension Service!

The following is a listing of the April 2022 upcoming events presented 
by the University of Florida/IFAS Manatee County Extension located at 
1303 17th Street West in Palmetto. Please visit our website at http://sfyl.
ifas.ufl.edu/manatee/ to view our calendar of events and register.

April 16th - 10:00 am
Orchid Repotting
 Do you have an orchid bursting 
from its pot and wonder what to do 
now? Learn the proper way to care 
for and propagate several varieties 
of orchids. Bring your overgrown 
orchid and pruners for a hands-on 
exercise of dividing the orchid. We 
will provide you with an orchid pot, 
potting media, and other materials.  
Registration and advance payment 
of $15 for materials is due by April 
8 and guarantees your spot in class.

April 21st - 10:30 am
FFL Edible Landcaping
 Get some tips on how to create 
your own edible landscape the 
Florida-Friendly way! This method 
integrates edibles into your landscape 
in a cohesive way that looks like a 
beautiful landscape rather than, well, 
a farm. Virtual webinar. 

April 22nd - 10:00 am
Gardening 101: The Scoop on Dirt
 Join UF/IFAS Extension Manatee 
County for the inside scoop on dirt! 
New to gardening in Florida? We have 
the info you need to be successful. 
This course will cover basics of 

Florida soils and how to build a 
healthy foundation for your plants. 

April 29th 10 AM
Gardening 101: Which End is Up?
Join UF/IFAS Extension Manatee 
County to learn about planting 
your garden. New to gardening in 
Florida? We have the info you need 
to be successful. This class will 
cover planting methods for a variety 
of different plants, from herbs to 
trees and everything in between. 

April 30th 10 AM
Wonderful Wiggly Worm 
Composting
Kids are fascinated by worms, and in 
this workshop the children will learn 
how red wiggler worms can turn 
our leftover food into rich compost, 
which reduces landfill waste and 
creates a super food for plants. They 
will learn basic worm anatomy and 
how red wiggler worms differ from 
the earthworms they normally see 
in their garden. The children will 
learn how a vermicomposting bin 
works, how to feed and care for the 
worms, and how to remove finished 
compost from the bin. Participants 
will assemble and decorate their own 
mini worm composting container to 
take home. Class is limited to 15 
children, ages 6-10. Class fee $5 per 
child. Fee includes all materials to 
make the mini worm composting 
container including worms.
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Rachel McGinnis, Leo&Lucky’s

April Events at Leo&Lucky’s

Saturday, April 9th – By appointment – Anesthesia-Free Doggy Dental Cleanings

Saturday, April 9th – 1:00 to 3:00 pm – Low Cost Vaccines Mobile Pet Hospital

Saturday, April 23rd – By appointment – Anesthesia-Free Doggy Dental Cleanings

Saturday, April 23rd – 1:00 to 3:00 pm – Low Cost Vaccines Mobile Pet Hospital

Sunday, April 17th – Closed - Happy Easter!

Saturday, April 30th - Super Sample Saturday

  Call 941-776-0770 to schedule a doggy dental cleaning

Enjoy Easter With Your Pets.... Safely!
 Easter is one of the most exciting holidays for pet and human parents. The 
opening of the baskets! The visiting of the bunny! The egg hunt! New toys! 
We hope you have a fun and meaningful holiday this April 17th. We will be 
closed to allow our staff to enjoy the holiday with their friends and family.
 We wanted to remind our beloved community to take steps to keep their 
pets safe from the following hoppin’ holiday hazards:

Easter Baskets
 Children’s Easter baskets should be kept out of reach of pets and stored 
high up before the holiday. Chocolate and candy with xylitol are especially 
concerning for pets, but plastic Easter grass is a common culprit of spring-
time ER visits. Pets love to nibble on it and it can lead to intestinal block-
ages. It is safer to avoid grass altogether (consider lining a basket with a new 
pool towel, or a spring-themed flannel blanket), but if grass is a must, use 
paper shreds. Colorful paper shreds are available at dollar and craft stores. 

Pets Are Not Gifts 
 While the idea of children squealing with delight over bunnies or chicks 
in their basket is certainly tempting, please refrain from giving pets as gifts 
unless you are 100% committed to caring for that pet for the rest of its life. 
Pets are a long-term addition to your family that everyone must be on board 
with. Unfortunately, families can be unprepared for the responsibility of own-
ing bunnies and chicks, which require special feeding, housing, and care. 
There are so many cute stuffed animals available – consider that instead!

Easter Lilies
 The beautiful Easter lily is, unfortunately, a highly dangerous flower 
to have around cats. If you are owned by any felines, keep these flowers 
outside, or better yet, avoid bringing them home. Any “true lily” variety is 
a potential toxin to cats.

Tummy Woes
 Just as other holidays, refrain from giving pets fatty scraps to avoid 
pancreatitis. Onions and garlic are other no-nos for pets. There are safe 
ways to include pets in your holiday celebrations. We suggest adding fro-
zen raw or freeze-dried toppers, or pet-safe bone broth, on regularly served 
foods for an extra yummy treat. Pet-specific decorative cookies are fun and 
festive, as well. 
 We look forward to helping you fill your pets’ Easter baskets! Hop on 
in to see our selection of festive treats and supplies this month. 

“We’re in your neighborhood.”
Climate Controlled Units

Non-Climate Drive Up Units
Flexible Terms & Accommodations

Moving Supplies
24 Hour Access

Monday - Friday: 9:00 am to 6:00 pm
Saturday: 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
Sunday: 11:00 am to 3:00 pm

Located behind C&K Smokehouse

Locally owned and managed.
Variety of sizes to fit all needs and budgets.

12123 US Hwy 301 North 941-479-7877
Parrish, FL 34219 parrishstorage@Reagan.com

• All your Marine Electronic Needs
• Car Audio
• Marine Rewires - High & Low
   Voltage Marine Power
• Trolling Motors

Ricky Matt
941-549-5866 

ELECTRONICS

941-263-9021
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Get Answers to Your 
Medicare Questions

Independent
Agent

SHERRY KELLY
863-333-2994

skellyFLAgent@gmail.com FB.me/SherryKellyFLAgent

 Call for Face-to-Face or 
Virtual Consultation

Let’s find what Works 
Best for YOU - Together

 Are you confused when Are you confused when 
trying to figure out what trying to figure out what 
Medicare plan fits your Medicare plan fits your 

individual needs?individual needs?
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Does Anyone Know...?

Leslie Wells.

 Will there be an Outback? A Lowes? 
A Starbucks? A Chick-fil-a? Is that a new 
development? Could they be building 
the new Rays Stadium in that open lot? 
 If you want to know, just consult 
Facebook! Ok...maybe not. But it 
sure is fun to check-in on some of the 
Parrish-based social media sites.  There 
are days when the rumor mill is out in 

full force, and it is always good for comic relief! Especially when there’s 
speculation on what is going to be built and where. Sometimes they get it 
right and sometimes the guesses are hilariously wrong. But, no matter what 
the result, there’s always a peppering of concern. Maybe we’re becoming too 
populated? 
 The nostalgia is real. Though we all crave the conveniences of modern life, 
it’s very easy to romanticize the good ole 
days with lots of green spaces and cows. 
But it wasn’t always what it seemed. I 
remember the early days of FoxBrook 
(nearly two decades ago now), our 
sales disclosure packets had to include 
a disclaimer advising homeowners 
that living next door to an agricultural 
property could come with certain sights, 
smells, fertilizers and more. Often, the 
thought of backyard barbecues next 
door to the flies, over spray and dust that 
sometimes comes with farm and ranch 
living, was more of a deterrent than the 
idea of being “one with nature.”

A different perspective. 
 The fact is, “we’ve been discovered.” The secret of our special community 
is out, and now there’s no turning back. Over the years, some of our local 
farmers and ranchers have struggled to earn a living. Now, with values 
where they are, they can profit on their properties that were designated as 
future development zoning. It is unfair to expect them to miss this “once in a 
lifetime” chance to take care of their families, just so we can enjoy a ride in 
the country. 
 In all honesty, I do understand the frustration and the growing pains that 
come with such a shift. As a long-time resident, I too miss some of the older 
charter charm. The traffic is crazy, and it seems like there is no quick trip to 
anywhere anymore. Stores and restaurants are packed, and lines are long. But 
it isn’t all bad. The very things we complain about are the signs that tell us 
our community is thriving. People are working. People are happy. Our kids 
are getting new schools, our neighbors have jobs, and the local economy is 
holding strong. 
 That’s why we’ve decided to choose happiness!  Happy that we have been 
a part of this wonderful growth and happy to help others fall in love with 
Parrish (again) like we have.
 We’re also happy about our upcoming move. We are so excited to be able 
to tell our story to everyone, to introduce ourselves to new residents and re-
introduce ourselves to some of the long timers!
 Follow our story on social media! We can’t promise you the Ray’s Stadium, 
a Target or a Ruth’s Chris Steakhouse, but we’ll happily tell you all about our 
new location and anything you want to learn about this amazing community.

$444 value

Initial Consultation, 
Examination, and 
Xrays

Your Community Chiropractor

We are excited to have the pleasure to meet the members of 
our community and be able to impact the health and wellness 
of your family and friends. It has always been my goal to make 
our community healthy with an evidence-based approach to 
conservative health care. My wife Tamara, my three daughters (Lillian, 
Lola, and Evelyn), and myself are excited to become a big part of this
great community in Parrish. Our mission is to help others fully recover
and advance to their optimum level of health and wellness.

Dr. Edward Johns D.C.

12353 US-301 N. Parrish, FL
941-933-1500 

www.nrchiropractic.com

$149
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Good Things To Come as Summer is Right Around the Corner
Capt. Jason Prieto

For charter information
contact Capt. Jason at

813-727-9890 or
www.steadyactionfishingcharters.com.

Captain Jason Prieto is a native resident of Tampa and has fished Tampa Bay and its sur-
rounding waters for the past 20 years. He is owner and operator of Steady Action Fishing 
Charters which is based out of lower Tampa Bay. To book a charter, you can reach him at
813-727-9890 or www.steadyactionfishingcharters.com. If you would like to catch him 
on Facebook go to @steadyactionfishingharters, Twitter @captjasonprieto, Linkedin @
jasonprrieto, Instagram @steadyactionfishing charters or Instagram @captjasonp.  Capt. 
Jason is Regional Director of the Florida Guides Association.  Come join us in the fun.

	 The	Summer	fishing	season	is	right	around	the	corner.	For	those	
that	don’t	want	to	deal	with	a	little	bit	of	hot	weather,	you	are	miss-
ing	out	on	some	awesome	fishing.	The	key	is	to	get	a	early	start	or	
fish	late	in	the	day.
	 Redfish	continue	to	be	a	hit	leading	into	the	summer.	Big	schools	
start	to	hit	the	flats	in	search	of	causations	like	shrimp,	small	crabs,	
and	many	other	 types	of	 bait.	Catching	Reds	 can	make	 for	 a	great	
experience	on	the	water	but	you	will	need	to	have	the	right	gear	and	
use	a	stealthy	approach	as	they	seem	to	spook	a	bit	more	than	other	
inshore	species.	Using	ultra	light	tackle	is	a	must.	My	perfect	com-
bo	 consists	 of	 3000	Tsunami	 spinning	 reel	matched	with	 8	 foot	 St	
Croix	Tide	master	rods	for	a	perfect	combo.	Spool	some	#15	lb		braid	
to	make	for	the	long	cast	that	will	be	needed.	Look	for	oyster	bars,	
points	and	mangrove	creeks	with	good	 tidal	flow	for	great	spots	 to	
start.	Fishing	on	 the	 stronger	 tides	of	 the	new	moons	will	 increase	
your	odds	of	catching	fish.
	 Mangrove	Snapper	 are	 also	 tops	 on	 the	 list	 as	 big	 school	 feed	
around	most	wrecks	and	bridges	throughout	the	bay.	If	you	like	to	
eat	fish,	Snapper	is	some	of	the	best	fish	there	is	to	eat;	they	are	also	
blast	to	catch.	Snapper	fishing	is	pretty	simple,	create	a	chum	slick	
with	dead	bait	on	your	favorite	rock	pile	in	the	summer	months	and	
you	will	soon	find	Mangroves	right	below	your	boat.	Rigging	con-
sist	of	20	lb	fluorocarbon	leader	matched	with	a	#1	Daiichi	circle	
and	the	adequate	amount	of	weight	to	get	your	rig	down	to	be	live	
and	you	will	be	in	the	fish.	
	 Tarpon	are	 running	heavy	along	 the	beaches	early	 this	month	but	
look	for	the	migration	fish	to	start	to	move	north	towards	the	end	of	the	
month.	Start	looking	inside	the	bay	for	the	resident	fish	as	they	start	up	
along	the	channel	edges	and	outer	flats.	Bait	of	choice	would	have	to	
be	live	Threadfin	Hearing.	Bring	your	heavy	gear	if	you	plan	to	Tar-
pon	fish	as	these	fish	will	put	it	to	the	test.	Remember	when	handling	
a	Tarpon	to	handle	them	with	care.	Don’t	hoist	the	fish	in	the	boat	and	
make	sure	you	revive	them	correctly	to	ensure	for	a	successful	release.
	 Shark	fishing	is	also	a	good	option	for	summer	fishing.	You	can	
have	a	great	day	on	the	water	without	the	worries	of	catching	a	ton	
of	bait.	A	cut	up	Jack	Crevelle	will	get	any	big	Shark	chummed	up	
behind	 the	boat.	The	 type	of	 tackle	you	use	will	determine	what	
size	of	sharks	you	are	targeting	but	you	will	definitely	need	to	get	
some	steel	leader.	Shark	fishing	is	fun	for	all	and	put	up	a	heck	of	a	
fight.	Tight	lines! 
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And Parrish Charter Academy

 Since FORZA Child Development 
Center opened its campus at the Parrish 
Schoolhouse in August 2021, they 
have insisted that they want to be a 
part of the Parrish community. FORZA 
wants to help continue the small town 
community feel and pride and instill 
the love of community in the youngest of learners. This began with the 
completely child decorated Christmas tree entered in the decorating contest 
last December. In March, they continued by entering a float in the Parrish 
Heritage Day Parade; taking first place with their child decorated float. 
FORZA Child Development Center also won the Parrish Chili Cook-Off 
Community Service Award for selling the most tickets for that event with 
their Chili Chili Bang Bang recipe.
 FORZA CDC at the Parrish Schoolhouse partners with local community 
businesses, like North River Pizza to provide more opportunities for the 
local community. On April 16th, FORZA CDC will partner with Passion 
Church to hold an Easter egg hunt at the 
Schoolhouse. Join us for the fun!

 March was a fantastic month to celebrate Reading starting with Read 
Across America and Dr. Seuss week with fun dress up days and pairing up 
our older students with our younger students as “Reading Buddies”. PCA 
had silly sock day, Wacky Wednesday, Dressing up as whom we aspire to 
be when we grow up in “Oh the Places You’ll Go!”, to name a few.
 On top of that, PCA continues to bring hands on learning to engage 
students and make learning fun, memorable and relevant!

Green Eggs and Ham Day Green Eggs and Ham Day 

Reading BuddiesReading Buddies

Cheezit MathCheezit Math

Oh the Places You’ll Go DayOh the Places You’ll Go Day

Cat in the Hat on Cat in the Hat on 
Wacky Wednesday Wacky Wednesday 

Fox in Socks -Silly Sock DayFox in Socks -Silly Sock Day

FORZA CDC chili cook FORZA CDC chili cook 
off trophy for community off trophy for community 
serviceservice

FORZA Heritage Day Parade floatFORZA Heritage Day Parade float

FORZA Heritage Day Parade FORZA Heritage Day Parade 
First Place trophy!First Place trophy!

FORZA Heritage Day Parade floatFORZA Heritage Day Parade float
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The Parrish Civic Association welcomes our new and returning members!  Thank you for your support!

 The Parrish Civic Association has been going strong for over 30 years. In the beginning, it accomplished a really significant thing for Parrish - 
helping to establish the Parrish Fire Department. This has had so much importance to Parrish. After all these years, the Parrish Civic Association is 
still working hard for the common good of the community: organizing the Parrish Heritage Day Festival, working on the development, modification 
and expansion of the Parrish Village Overlay to the Manatee County Comprehensive Plan and the Village, hosting the Parrish Hometown Christmas 
and Membership Appreciation events, and bringing important programs to PCA meetings during the year. We still have work to do including bringing 
more parks and community improvements to Parrish.
 Help us out in this effort by joining the Parrish Civic Association in 2022. Form is on page 2. Clip one of them out, complete it, enclose a check 
and mail it in today! Help your community continue the efforts! 

Join the Parrish Civic Association for 2022

Priscilla & Craig Trace
Valerie & Christopher Wellbank

PCA Resident Supporter
PCA Business Supporter

Prosser Painting/David & Lorraine Prosser
Ed’s Rain Maker Irrigation/Ed Ragan

Big Blue Grilled Cheese Company
L3 Partnership/Ricki & Bob Lindsay

State College of Florida
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“WELCOME TO PARADISE”

SALES AND RENTALS
Ellenton Office: 941-729-2381

Holmes Beach Office: 1-800-237-2252

HOLMES BEACH OFFICE
5201 Gulf Drive

Holmes Beach, FL 34217

ELLENTON OFFICE
Ellenton Plaza, 945 25th Drive East, Suite 10

Ellenton, FL 34222

VisitAParadise.com

MOBILE HOMES NEEDED FOR SALE OR LEASE
LICENSED REAL ESTATE AGENTS AND

MOBILE HOMES SALES PERSONS NEEDED

Must See!

$62,900
2/2, prime property located on the water, five star park, 
newly renovated throughout, new A/C, small patio facing 
the lake, parking for three cars, truly a must see!.

Carol Nims 413-475-4768

4255 Gulf Drive, #125, Holmes Beach, FL 34217

$3500.00 New Annual Listing!!
This is a peaceful and spacious 3 bedroom, 2 bath condo in the heart of 
Anna Maria Island.  The master bedroom and the guest bedroom have 
king beds and the other room is used as an office/guest room and has a 
futon.  It has a very open living room/dining room.  The pool is just steps 
away from your back Florida room.  The condo has two assigned, covered 
parking spaces.  It is just a short block walk to the beach.  Paradise waits 
for you in this spacious condo.  Come relax and enjoy the beach.  You are 
near quaint shops, good restaurants, and, of course, the white sugar sand 
beaches on the Gulf of Mexico.  The condo is ideally located for short 
scenic drives through Anna Maria Island, Longboat Key and Sarasota’s 
St. Armand’s Circle.  If you prefer to leave the driving to someone else, 
a free trolley service operates every 20 minutes starting at 6:30am until 
10:30pm and passes near the complex stopping at all major Anna Maria 
Island attractions.  Mandatory application has to be done to occupy this 
property, minimum 10 days before arrival date.

941-778-4800

Featured Listing

Start Your Career in Real Estate
Become an A Paradise Realty Agent

Locally Owned with a recognized name in Real Estate
    

More People Know Us…     So More People Know YOU!
We Have a KNOWLEDGEABLE, DEDICATED Team

To Help YOU Succeed
The Brand That We Want to See Flourish Is YOURS

Unlimited earning potential
Set your own hours

Ongoing free training
Full time support staff

    
Looking for an exciting career change?  We’re looking for licensed
Real Estate Agents to join our Ellenton & Holmes Beach offices.

For more information call or text 941-479-6793.

YOUR TRUSTED AUTOMOTIVE CENTER
(941) 723-0806

1045 Hasko Rd. Palmetto, Fl 34221

MV# 26347

CALL LEX’S AUTOMOTIVE

Rescreen  *  Gutters  *  Pressure Wash  *  Pool Cage Painting
Ask for additional services

5%
Military
Discount

Rescreenright.net

Call today for a free estimate!

941-405-5899

Free pressure wash
Free door kits

This offer is only valid with a 
full pool cage rescreen. Only 
pool cage and pool deck will 
be pressure washed.
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She supplements their income by selling home-
made jellies and a delicious liqueur made from 
walnuts to tourists at one of the many farmers’ 
markets in Dubrovnik. She also hosts dinners for 
tour groups like ours. They have two sons. One 
is away at college in Zagreb and the other is in 
high-school. Their home is comfortable, plain and 
simple, warm, and inviting.
 We sat around the dinner table after a fine meal, 
the wine flowed, and the conversation turned to 
the Yugoslavian Civil War, which took place from 
1991 to 1995. President Tito had held the coun-
try together with an iron fist and when he died, 
no real leader emerged. Slovenia and Croatia soon 
declared their independence followed by Bosnia-
Herzegovina. The Serbians had the most to lose 
from the dissolution of Yugoslavia and with the 
Montenegrins as their allies they declared war. 

The Serbs had a trained army with modern weap-
ons, tanks, armored vehicles, and aircraft, and 
were no match for their enemies. The conflict has 
been described as a religious and ethnic war; but 
it was really about wealth and territory. Croatia 
was the prize with its modern factories and stra-
tegic coastline. Slovenia was not considered to be 
important and the fighting in that area only lasted 
ten days before Slovenia gained its independence. 
The war in Croatia was another story as the Serbs 
mounted a furious assault followed by the reloca-
tion of Serbian nationals to occupy the conquered 
Croatian lands. Dubrovnik was an easy target 
since it had been demilitarized in 1970 to protect 
it from war. The Serb/Montenegrin forces set up 
artillery on the hills above the town and began 
shelling the defenseless city. The siege started in 
October of 1991 and 
lasted intermittently 
for seven months. 
Over 100 civilians 
were killed and 56% 
of the buildings in the 
old city were dam-
aged. This atrocity 
finally got the atten-
tion of the United Na-
tions and NATO, who 
warned the attackers 
to cease fire. They fi-
nally got the message 
and the siege was lift-

ed in May of 1992. After the war, General Pavle 
Stugar of Montenegro, who coordinated the attack 
on Dubrovnik, received a seven and a half year 
prison term for his role in this affair. 
 Mikhail was a teenager during this time and 
escaped to the island of Lokrum, about one-quar-
ter mile from Dubrovnik, which was controlled 
by the Red Cross. The Montenegrins had invaded 
his village and any males of fighting age were ei-
ther conscripted or sent to prison. There was little 
to take from the remaining population; so, they 
were left alone. The war ended in 1995, Mikhail 
returned to his village, and Dubrovnik was re-
built. However; recovery has been difficult and 
bad memories still linger.
 Next time we visit Kotor and beautiful 
Montenegro.
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COLDWELL
BANKER

REALTY
jaarnes@tampabay.rr.com

sarasota-bradentonhomes.com
8334 Market Street

Lakewood Ranch, FL  34202

Parrish Professionals
First Horizon Bank- New Look -New Name

 Parrish Professionals Group continues to allow its 
members the opportunity to connect and share their 
businesses on the third Thursday of every month.  This 
month the meeting was changed to March 24th in order 
to allow our location, Beef O Brady’s, the ability to 
hold its annual March 17th St Patrick’s Day festivities.
 Darcy Lawn, VP and Business Relations Manager 
of First Horizon Bank presented this month. First 
Horizon Bank is historically known as Iberia Bank. 
First Horizon bank is currently four weeks into its 
rebranding. Darcy attended college for business 
management with a minor in economics. Darcy really 
enjoys helping business owners grow their companies 
and provides counsel and valued resources. “I like to 
help the client get to the next level”.
 First Horizon Bank has over 7500 fulltime 
and part time employees and 417 locations. Darcy 
manages one of the locations in Manatee County. 
Darcy’s management philosophy is that she wishes to 

continually improve and care about the team’s well-
being and happiness. She gains support from her 
husband who is her biggest motivator, and his positive 
energy has always inspired her.
 Darcy does charity work with We Care Manatee 
Inc. a nonprofit that facilitates FREE medical care for 
uninsured residents through partnerships with doctors. 
She has been on the board for eight years.
 Darcy’s presentation on March 24th included 
banking fraud information on how attacks can occur 
and how business owners could protect the business. 
 As an added resource she is currently studying for 
her Florida Real Estate licensing while attending courses 
to help in the growing connection 
between banking and lending.  You 
can reach Darcy at 941-487-3052. 
Her First Horizon Bank Branch is 
located at 5310 State Road 64 East, 
Bradenton, FL 34208.

Parrish Professionals networking group meets on the 3rd Thursday of each month and we welcome your participation. For 
more information, visit our website: www.ParrishProfessionals.org or call Jackie Felix 941-504-2376. 

Parrish Professionals: “Connecting lives one referral at a time”

by Hannah Mazkour
Ukraine Humanitarian Crisis: One Person Can Make a Difference

 Every morning, I have a routine—I walk my dogs 
then go for a run, I drink my cup of tea and usually 
check the news along with my email from my comput-
er. Though my routine may be slightly different from 
yours, we both most likely use the morning to catch up 
on what we may have missed around the world, while 
sleeping. And often, we are overstimulated and some-
times desensitized by the global events even as we read 
them first thing in the morning, as it seems there is al-
ways one crisis or another: war, armed conflict, natural 
disaster, economic instability, nuclear threat, pandemic, 
every day, all day. Today’s crisis involves Russia and 
Ukraine, it is the largest war-related forced migration 
event in Europe since World War II.

 The situation in Ukraine is continuing to de-
cline, even if the Russian aggressors packed up and 
left tomorrow, the humanitarian crisis will persist. 
The problem, like many other global humanitarian 
crises (Syria, Yemen, Palestine, Afghanistan, Ethio-
pia, South Sudan, Congo, Central African Republic, 
Mali…) will remain on how to best assist the number 
of internally displaced people and refugees who fled. 
This crisis is causing tens of thousands to flee their 
homes, becoming refugees. According to the United 
Nations, approximately 200,000 have been internally 
displaced, with over one million fleeing to neighbor-
ing countries including Moldova, Hungary, and Po-
land. The UN expects around seven million internally 
displaced people, with nearly five million refugees 
and is currently mobilizing funding and support. 
 For most people, that information is just another 
statistic, more overstimulation and desensitization. 
Having spent the last 8 years of my life in conflict 
zones in the Middle East helping vulnerable popula-
tions and refugees, I can say firsthand that the suf-
fering is real, the displaced women and children are 
real, the destruction is real. So how can one help? 
Maybe you will continue with your day as planned—
which is completely understandable, or maybe not. 
And no, I do not mean one should sell off all their 
personal belongings to join the Peace Corps, one can 
help in ways from the comfort of their own home. 
The simplest way to help is by raising awareness; talk 
about the issues with friends, neighbors, coworkers 

and stay informed. Another way to help is to donate; 
international organizations are encouraging all those 
who are interested in donating, to do so with cash. In-
kind donations are also welcome but mobilizing and 
distributing items can be difficult in an emergency, 
hence the preference on cash donations. And truly any 
dollar amount will help, just make sure donations are 
to reputable organizations, either through the United 
Nations (UNICEF, WFP, UNHCR, IOM, etc.) or In-
ternational Non-Governmental Organizations (Red 
Cross/ICRC, International Rescue Committee, Save 
the Children, MSF/Doctors Without Borders, etc.). 

by Christi Capo
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NOW OPEN!!NOW OPEN!!

Parrish Bait & Tackle Shop Located at Parrish Bait & Tackle Shop Located at 
Parrish RV & Boat StorageParrish RV & Boat Storage

Monday - Friday: 9:00 am to 6:00 pm
Saturday: 8:00 am to 4:00 pm
Sunday: 9:00 am to 3:00 pm

Full tackle shop plus marine and RV supplies

12155 US Hwy 301 North12155 US Hwy 301 North
Parrish, FL  34219Parrish, FL  34219
941-776-1290941-776-1290

www.Parrish-Storage.comwww.Parrish-Storage.com
parrishstorage@reagan.comparrishstorage@reagan.com

Across from Parrish Post Office

LIVE BAIT SHRIMP AVAILABLE!LIVE BAIT SHRIMP AVAILABLE!

941-722-7377

Equipment Repairs
Salt Chlorine Systems

New Pool Construction
Spa Installations

Deck Renovation
Paver Overlays

Pool Refinishing
Quartz & Pebble

anchorpoolsfl@verizon.net

810 49th Street East | Palmetto, FL 34221
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April Blood Drives

Friday, April 8, 2022: 11:00 AM-5:00 PM, Chili’s Grill & Bar, 6010 US 
Highway 301 North, Ellenton

Monday, April 11, 2022: 8:00 AM-2:00 PM, Piney Point MHP, 8600 29th 
Ave East, Palmetto

Friday, April 15, 2022: 11:30 AM-6:30 PM, Anna Maria Oyster Bar, 1525 
51st Ave E, Ellenton

Saturday, April 16, 2022 9:00 AM-3:00 PM, Copperstone, 8145 115th Avenue 
East, Parrish

Sunday, April 17, 2022: 9:00 AM-3:00 PM, Walmart , 508 10th St East, 
Palmetto

Friday, April 22, 2022: 10:00 AM-4:00 PM, Palmetto Library, 923 6th St. 
West, Palmetto

Friday, April 22, 2022: 7:30 AM-1:00 PM, Tropic Isles Mobile Home Park, 
1503 28th Ave West, Palmetto

Tuesday, April 26, 2022: 7:45 AM-1:30 PM, Palmetto High School, 1200 
17th Street West, Palmetto

• Specializing in Medicare and Life insurance
• Local in Parrish and in business since 2006
• Part D 
• Medicare Advantage 
• Medicare Supplement/Medigap
• Servicing FL MI OH TN TX AZ NY
• Contracted with all of the top carriers
• There is never a fee to use our service
• Annual Election Period (AEP) Oct 15th -Dec 7th 

 TAMMI LOPEZ
Licensed Independent Health Insurance Agent

Navigate Medicare with ease…

 Call to speak to an agent today! 
www.mwiallc.com

tlopez711@yahoo.com
941-259-8282 Office
941-981-9956 Fax

Not connected with or endorsed by the U.S. government or the federal Medicare program. 

MID-WEST
INSURANCE AGENCY
NAVIGATE MEDICARE WITH EASE

Grand Opening of Bayside Community 
Church - North River Campus

 Bayside Community Church is excited to announce the opening of the 
permanent building for its North River Campus. Grand Opening services 
were held on February 27, 2022. Bayside’s North River Campus launched 
in 2016, where they met each weekend at Buffalo Creek Middle School un-
til March 2020 when the pandemic hit. Since then, Bayside’s North River 
Campus has been meeting at the church’s Lakewood Ranch Campus on SR 
64 E in Bradenton. 
 Two years in the making, Bayside now welcomes the North River com-
munity back home to church with the opening of the permanent North 
River Campus located at 9505 Moccasin Wallow Road. The new location 
includes a 800-seat auditorium, community areas, an exterior baptismal, 
and designated children’s spaces. Connected by a common roof and a cov-
ered drive-thru between the two buildings, an adjacent structure, called The 
Hub, houses the youth auditorium, meeting space, and small group area. 
Thanks to the construction efforts of Halfacre Construction, a Lakewood 
Ranch-based commercial construction company, Bayside’s North River 
Campus will now have a permanent home in the Parrish area.
 “Now more than ever, people need the hope that is found in Jesus Christ 
and strong community with one another. Having a permanent facility for 
our North River campus will help us to continue to build that strong com-
munity, as well as allow us to reach out and serve this area in new ways and 
share the love of Jesus with more and more people,” said David Murphy, 
North River campus pastor at Bayside Community Church. 
 Bayside Community Church is a multi-location church, with campuses in 
Manatee, Sarasota, Hardee, and Hillsborough counties, and welcomes more 
than 10,000 people each weekend across all of their locations. Whether it’s 
through family-friendly weekend services or serving the community, Bay-
side continues to see lives changed as people connect with God. In nearly 20 
years, Bayside has witnessed thousands of lives changed by coming into a 
relationship with Jesus Christ as well as into a relationship with each other.  
The very nature of Bayside cannot be pinned to a building, a person or an 
event, rather, about people and about helping people connect with God.
 Please contact Angie Moore at 941-465-6992 for additional details.  
Media partners are encouraged to call ahead to schedule a private tour.
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“PAC will support local artists and cultivate an artistically inspired community.” 
PAC is dedicated to building and enriching the community through the ARTS.

The Parrish Arts Council is a 501(c)3 non-profit serving 
Manatee County and the surrounding region since 2013.

by Nancy White, 
Parrish Arts Council

Join the Parrish Arts Council today! 
You’ll meet new people and enhance 

your own art skills!

News
April ART Challenge  

 April’sArt Challenge theme is “Sea Life”.  
What is your favorite Sea Life?  Is it sailing? Is it 
an animal? Is it the coral? Whatever it is, create 
it with any medium and share with us. We’d 
love to have you post your work in progress and 
completed artwork on our Facebook page and tag 
#parrishartscouncil on Instagram. Express and 
share your creativity. We are looking forward 
to seeing what everyone shares. For more 
information, check out the Call to Artist link on 
our website parrishartscouncil.org

 Exhibitions
 The Artwork of T.W. Rogers” is on exhibi-
tion at the Rocky Bluff Library from February 
26th - April 30th. Although Todd started paint-
ing just after high school, life intervened and he 
did not pursue art seriously until about 7 years 
ago when he retired from “regular work.” His 
mediums of choice are oils and acrylics. Stop 
by during their normal business hours to see 
Todd’s artwork.  Artwork may be purchased by 
contacting the artist. Thank you to the Rocky 
Bluff Library for hosting!

PAC Artfully Angels
 Artfully Angels Card Collection! We are 
continuing to work with the Greenbrier Rehab & 
Nursing Center and are looking into another lo-
cation. If you’d like to contribute to our quarterly 
cards collection, feel free to contact us or send 
cards to PO Box 5  Parrish, FL  3421.

Save The Date!
 Plein Air!  - April 10th at Palma Sola Botani-
cal Park.    There will be something for everyone.  
Members may bring 1 guest.  More details to 
come so check out our website.  Members please 
RSVP by email if you are interested in attending 
so we can get a head count.  
 ArtConversations! - April 19th from 6pm 
- 8pm at the Parrish United Methodist Church - 
Youth Hall (next to the old chapel).  Sally will be 
teaching May baskets using watercolor. 
 2022 Giving Challenge BE THE ONE - noon 
to noon on April 26th to April 27th. For 24hrs 
only, you can support the ARTS by donating to 
The Parrish Arts Council. Funds raised will help 
with our mission of bringing arts to the commu-
nity. We have used previous years’ funds on our 
Youth Workshops and art activities at the Florida 
Railroad Museum and at The Parrish Heritage 
Days.  Thank you to the Community Foundation 
of Sarasota County for hosting this opportunity.

 Call To Members
 Do you like working with Social Media?  We 
could use your help.
 We have an open Officer/Board position for 
a secretary. You would take our Board meeting 

notes, help with emails and with the Membership 
Committee.
 If you would like to help us plan our East-
2West Art Market, photography competition or 
plein air activities, shoot us an email!
 Don’t forget that our Facebook page and In-
stagram are there to share information and your 
artwork. People love to see the progress that art-
ist make or the progress in a piece of artwork. 
With so many talented members, we’d love to 
have you share what you love to do.  
 If you’d like to teach a small class at one of 
our ArtConversations, please contact us at getin-
volved@parrishartscouncil.org. We want to bring 
ART to the community and to share with other 
artists and art enthusiast.

Artist’s Tip of the Day
 Never give up.  Tomorrow is a new day, offer-
ing the opportunity for new ideas and inspirations.  
Feel free to add your tips to our Facebook Page. 
If you have any subjects you’d like to get tips on, 
ask us on Facebook or email us at getinvolved@
parrishartscouncil.org.

Membership
 It’s time to renew or join The Parrish Arts 
Council! You can join and renew online at www.
parrishartscouncil.org 
• Single Adult - $25
• Single Youth - $15
• Single College Student - $15
• Family (see website) - $50
 Membership runs annually from January - 
December. If you join in November, your mem-
bership is good for the following year.

Members Benefits
 There are many advantages to becoming a 
member of the Parrish Arts Council. Opportu-
nities to exhibit, ArtConversations!, sharing 
knowledge, meeting other artists, and keeping 
art in the community to mention a few. Mem-
bers also enjoy free or discounted participation in 
art activities throughout the year. More informa-
tion regarding membership may be found on our 
website: parrishartscouncil.org

“Sea Turtle” by Steven White“Sea Turtle” by Steven White

“Huron River Sunset” by Todd Rogers“Huron River Sunset” by Todd Rogers
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Trivia Answers can be found on page 52.

April showers bring May flowers. Read on and 
test your knowledge of what interesting things 

happened in the month of April.
1. What is April birthstone?
2. What are April birth flowers?
3. What celestial events that April is 
known for?
4. On April 15, 1912, which famous ship 
hit an iceberg and sunk on her first and only 
voyage?
5. Which Italian polymath of the High 
Renaissance who was active as a painter, 
draughtsman, engineer, scientist, theorist, 
sculptor and architect, born in April?
6. Who was inaugurated as the 1st President 
of the United States on April 30, 1789?
7. Which English playwright, poet and 
actor who’s born in April 1564?
8. Back in the time of the Ancient Romans, 
April was sacred to which goddess?
9. On April 11, 1970, Apollo 13 was 
launched and ran into difficulties about two 
days later. What famous line that’s quoted 
by many today?
10. After a 1,500 year break, what famous 
global sport event was first celebrated in 
Athens on April 6, 1896?
11. What’s the name of the nuclear plant in 
Ukraine that exploded on April 26, 1986?
12. Which American muscle car was 
unveiled for the first time on April 17, 1964 
by Ford?
13. What did Congress established on April 
2, 1792?
14. On April 3, 1860, in the American West, 
the first national mail service was departed 
from St. Joseph, Missouri. What was the 
name of this service?
15. What treaty for common military 
defense against the threat of expansion by 
Soviet Russia into Western Europe, signed 
by twelve nations on April 4, 1949?
16. On April 4, 1968, which Civil Rights 
leader was shot and killed by a sniper in 
Memphis, Tennessee?
17. On April 9, 1865, after over 500,000 
American deaths, which war was ended 
with General Robert E. Lee surrendered to 
General Ulysses S. Grant in the village of 
Appomattox Court House?
18. On April 9, 1866, what Civil Rights Bill 
was passed by Congress?
19. On April 12, 1861, which war began 
as Confederate troops under the command 
of General Pierre Beauregard opened fire 
at 4:30 a.m. on Fort Sumter in Charleston, 
South Carolina?
20. On April 12, 1961, who’s became the 
first human in space?
21. On April 14, 1865, which president was 
shot and mortally wounded while watching 
a performance of Our American Cousin at 
Ford’s Theater in Washington?
22. On April 16, 1889, which famous 
comedian was born in London, then went to 
Hollywood to make silent movies, developing 
the funny ‘Little Tramp’ film character?
23. On April 18, 1775, who were behind the 
Midnight Ride to warn patriots at Lexington 
and Concord of the approaching British?
24. On April 18, 1906, which natural disaster 
occurred in San Francisco that caused the 
fire to rage uncontrollably for three days 
resulting in the destruction of over 10,000 
acres of property and 4,000 lives lost?

Interesting April Dates in Florida History
April 2, 1513 - Ponce de Leon is claimed to have discovered Florida. 1515–1519: 
Spanish explorers visit Pinellas barrier islands while trading with Tocobaga. 1528: 
Panfilo de Narvaez expedition explores the Pinellas Peninsula. 1539: Hernando de 
Soto expedition names present Tampa Bay “La Bahia de Espiritu Santo”. 

April 2, 1914 - The Saint Augustine Fire destroyed every structure in Saint Augus-
tine, Florida north of the Plaza from Saint George Street to the Bay. The fire claimed 
six hotels, the opera house, the courthouse, and countless homes and businesses.. 

April 5, 1925 - ‘Great Miami Tornado’ kills 5, wrecks 250 homes. A tornado that 
was later estimated to have spawned winds between 158 mph and 207 mph lumbered 
across a 10-mile stretch of then-rural Dade County, killing five, hospitalizing 35 and 
destroying an estimated 250 homes along its quarter-mile wide path.

April 15, 1896 - The Florida East Coast Railway, controlled by Henry Flagler, be-
comes the first railroad to arrive in Miami. 

April 20, 1967 - Orange juice becomes official state beverage
In 1967, the Legislature declared “the juice obtained from mature oranges of the spe-
cies Citrus sinensis and hybrids is hereby adopted as the official beverage of the State 
of Florida.”

April 22, 1861 - Florida joined the Confederate States of America at the beginning 
of the Civil War. 

April 23, 1982 - Keys secede from Union, create Conch Republic. To this day the 
Conch Republic issues its own passports and every year during the week of April 23 
there is an Independence Day celebration marking the birth of the first “sovereign 
state of mind.”

April 27, 1968 - 1,000 students help when FSU admin building burns
Students formed a human chain and rescued records and artwork while firefighters 
worked to extinguish the blaze. 

1 Walk to Work Day 
1 Take Down Tobacco National Day of Action 
1 April Fools’ Day 
2 World Autism Awareness Day 
2 National Love Our Children Day  
2 International Fact-Checking Day 
3 Geologists Day  
3 National Find a Rainbow Day  
4 National Hug a Newsperson Day  
4 National Public Health Week  
5 Read a Road Map Day  
5 National Deep Dish Pizza Day  
5 First Contact Day  
5 National Wildlife Week  
6 Plan Your Epitaph Day  
6 New Beer’s Eve  
6 National Walking Day  
6 Day of Hope  
6 National Tartan Day
7 National Beer Day  
7 National No Housework Day  
7 World Health Day
8 National Zoo Lovers Day  
8 Day of Silence  
9 National Unicorn Day  
9 National Former Prisoner Of War 
Recognition Day 
10 National Siblings Day  
10 National Hug Your Dog Day  
10 National Farm Animals Day  
10 National Encourage a Young Writer Day  
11 National Pet Day  
12 National Library Workers Day  
13 National Scrabble Day  
14 National Look Up at the Sky Day  
14 National Gardening Day  
14 National Dolphin Day  
14 International Moment of Laughter Day
15 Titanic Remembrance Day  
15 Jackie Robinson Day
16 National Librarian Day  
16 National Orchid Day
17 International Haiku Poetry Day  
17 International Bat Appreciation Day
18 Adult Autism Awareness Day 
18 Tax Day 
19 Wear Pajamas to Work Day  
20 National Look-Alike Day  
20 Lima Bean Respect Day  
20 420  
20 National Banana Day
21 National Kindergarten Day  
21 National Tea Day  
21 National Yellow Bat Day  
22 Earth Day  
22 National Jelly Bean Day
23 Talk Like Shakespeare Day  
23 National Lover’s Day  
23 National Picnic Day  
23 National Lost Dogs Awareness Day  
24 National Pet Parents Day  
25 National Telephone Day  
25 National Hug a Plumber Day  
25 National Hairstylist Appreciation Day  
25 Kiss and Make Up Day  
26 Audubon Day  
26 National Help A Horse Day  
27 National Tell A Story Day  
27 International Guide Dog Day  
27 Administrative Professionals Day “
28 Great Poetry Reading Day  
28 Stop Food Waste Day  
28 Take Our Kids To Work Day  
29 National Peace Rose Day
29 National Arbor Day  
30 National Adopt A Shelter Pet Day
30 National Bugs Bunny Day 

Save Day for Democracy by Wild 
Midnight Ride

 My attention has been called to an article published by the Jasper News and reproduced 
in a recent issue of the Tampa Morning Tribune, in which some points of history are slightly 
mixed, and I am writing this to keep the records straight and to accord the honor to the one 
to whom it rightly belongs.
 Justice R. Fenwick Taylor, according to the Jasper paper is made the hero of a romantic 
drive from Tallahassee to Manatee county in 1876, by which the day was saved for De-
mocracy and the election of Samuel J. Tilden was secured.
 These statements do not agree with some facts given me by Col. Josiah Gates of Manatee, 
in 1915, when I was his pastor. I thought his exciting midnight ride to Pine Level was a 
good story, and as it was history that had never been published I wrote the Tampa Morning 
Tribune and the Manatee Record.
 According to Mr. Gates, from whom I secured the data, he was the man who saved the 
day for Democracy in 1876 and not Justice Taylor, as the News claims. While I would not 
rob Justice Taylor of any honor belonging to that distinguished jurist, still I am quite sure he 
would not take from the brow of Manatee’s noble son the title wreath of laurel that rightly 
belongs to him and which  he won by his deeds of daring and sacriflew.
 The story as I gathered it from his own lips is to the effect that in 1874 when Samuel J. Tilden 
was the Democratic nominee for the presidency, the contest was very close. It had narrowed down 
to the electoral votes of a few states. Florida among them, and when the result was known Manatee 
had saved the day both in state and national contests. Manatee had gone Democratic, and in the 
hope of the vote being thrown out in some way the returns from the election were “lost, strayed 
or stolen.” The final test lay in securing a certificate of election from the clerk of the court.
 The Papers Came Down by Boat
 The county seat of Manatee county, which at that time embraced all of Manatee, DeSoto, 
Hardee, Highlands, Glades, Charlotte and a portion of Lee county as they now stand, was 
located at Pine Level, and not Hickory Bluff, as the Jasper News states, and the clerk of 
the court, J. F. Bartholf, a Republican, of course, lived at the county seat.
 The election papers were brought to Manatee, according to Mr. Gates, by E. M. Graham 
and Dr. J. C. Perlote. They traveled by boat from Cedar Keys, for that was the nearest point 
touched by the railroad. The only railroad in the state was the Florida Central & Peninsular, 
running as far south as Cedar Keys, which was its southern terminus.
 Now, it is possible that Mr. Taylor may have been in the party coming with the papers to 
Manatee, and his presence was overlooked by Mr. Gates, but that still gives my old friend 
Gates the distinguished honor of accomplishing a daring feat for the sake of Democracy, and 
as some of his experiences on that exciting ride, here related will show, he will remember 
the incidents until his dying day.
 The papers were in Manatee, a mere hamlet then, but there were still fifty miles of rough, 
underdeveloped country lying in between there and the clerk’s office and no one could be found 
who was willing to undertake the trip. The roads were known it be bad and the Miakka river 
and other treacherous streams were to cross. Recent rains had filled the creeks and covered 
much of the country with water.

Daring Deed of Colonel Josiah Gates Called to Mind 
—He and not Justice Taylor Entitled to Wreath

Below is the first part of an article first published in the Tampa Tribune on April 16, 1922.

Look for the continuation in the May edition of the PVN
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St. Mary’s Baptist Church
Erie Road

Parrish, Florida 34219

Reverend Fletcher Lawson, Jr., Pastor
941-776-3723

Fellowship Alliance Church
5735 69th Street East

Palmetto, Florida 34221
Phone: 941-723-9593

www.FellowshipAllianceChurch.com
 Sunday School - 9:30 for all ages

Sunday Services - 10:45 AM
Wed. Eve. - Dinner 5:30 PM - $3 per person

Bible Study - 6:00 PM
Prayer Time - 7:00 PM

North River Church of Christ
13885 U.S. Highway 301 North

Parrish, Florida 34219
(941) 776-1134

www.nrchurchofchrist.org
mail@nrchurchofchrist.org

Sundays
Bible Classes (all ages) . . . . . 10:00 AM
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . .11:00 AM
Evening Worship . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 PM

Wednesdays
Bible Classes . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:00 PM

Video Sermons Available
“Our passion is pursuing God’s Word and His Glory”

EMMANUEL BAPTIST CHURCH
OF PARRISH

8305 Highway 301 North
Parrish, Florida 34219

Church Office - 722-0218
Dr. Scott Douglas, Pastor

Sunday Services
9:15 AM....................Sunday School
10:30 AM ......................................Worship

Tuesday
9:30  AM. . . . . . . . . . . Women’s/Men’s Bible Studies

EVERYONE WELCOME!
(Nursery Provided)

First Baptist Church of Gillette
3301 Moccasin Wallow Road

Palmetto, Florida 34221
(941) 722-1937

contactus@gillettefbc.org
www.gillettefbc.org

Sunday Service
Sunday School - 9:30 AM

Children’s Worship - 10:30 AM
Worship Service - 10:30 AM

Everyone Welcome!  (Nursery Provided)

Harvest Field
Community Church

Where you can count on Christ!
Non-denominational

Bible based - Christ centered

7710 121st Avenue East, Parrish, FL

Bible Study 7:00 PM each Wednesday

“Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore to
send out workers into his harvest fields.”

Mat. 9:38 NIV

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church

11915 82nd St E
Parrish, FL 34219

941-776-2568

Rev. James W. Berrien, Pastor

WE SAY YES TO CHRIST!!!!!!

Back to the Word Church
Pastor : Dr. Jim Parker

310 Bougainvillea Cir., Parrish, FL 34219
118 S. Winter Cir., Avon Park, FL  33825

941-773-7081

Sabbath Services:
Saturday at 10:30 AM - Parrish, FL

Saturday at 7:30 PM - Avon Park, FL

Worship Services
10:00 AM
Sundays

Nursery available

Casual dress, warm fellowship
Music is a combination

of contemporary and hymns

Pastor:
Rev. Terry L. Cary - 941-725-4150

www.harvestfieldcc.org

BETH ISRAEL
The Jewish Congregation of Sun City Center

1115 Del Webb Blvd. E.
Sun City Center   (813) 634-2590

SHABBAT SERVICES   FRIDAY EVENING AT 7:45 PM
TORAH STUDY   SATURDAY AT 12 NOON

Rabbi: Philip Aronson     Cantor: Dr. Sam IsaacEmail:  FellowshipAllianceChurch@gmail.com

Small Groups - call Church Office for times

Come Check Us Out

Everyone Welcome - Casual Dress
Service Time:

Sunday 10:00 AM
www.westcoast-church.com

11750 U.S, Highway 301
Parrish, FL 34219
(941) 776-2422

5525 Fort Hamer Road
Parrish, FL 34219

941-803-4722

casual atmosphere - engaging music
biblical teaching - fun kids/students programs

For more information, 
including service times, visit:
www.gonorthriver.org

North River
     Apostolic Church
          of Jesus Christ

3914 US 301 N
     APOSTOLIC in doctrine
               PENTECOSTAL in experience

941-723-9693

St.	  Mary's	  Episcopal	  Church	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  (Iglesia	  de	  Santa	  Maria)	  

1010	  24th	  Ave	  W	  
Palme;o	  FL	  34221	  
(941)722-‐5292	  

Holy	  Eucharist/	  Santa	  Eucaris,a	  

The	  Episcopal	  Church	  welcomes	  you!	  
La	  Iglesia	  Episcopal	  le	  da	  la	  bienvenida!	  

The	  Rev.	  Glen	  Graczyk,	  Priest	  
The	  Rev.	  William	  de	  la	  Torre,	  Sacerdote	  

	  
Wednesday/	  Miércoles	  
	  	  Holy	  Eucharist	  and	  Healing	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  9:30	  am	  
Grupo	  de	  Oración	  y	  Alabanza	  	  6:30pm	  	  

Sunday/	  Domingo	  
	  	  	  Rite	  II	  (Contempory	  	  language)	  	  	  	  	  	  	  7:45	  am	  
	  	  	  Rite	  II	  (Contemporary	  language)	  	  10:00	  am	  
	  Santa	  Eucaristá	  	  (Español)	  	  	  1:00	  pm	  
	  

Wednesday
6:00 PM . . . Bible Study/Prayer/Children/Youth

Website:  ebcparrish.org
Email:  office@ebcparrish.org

2nd Friday each month - Friday Night Coffee House - 7 to 10 
PM.  The coffee house offers:  praise music, a featured artist or 
group (genre varies from month to month), open mic and free 

refreshments

Parrish United 

Methodist Church 
Connecting people with the life-changing  

power of Jesus Christ 
 

Check out our online worship service  
and in person worship times  

at www.parrishumc.com 
 

12180 Highway 301 North 
Parrish FL 34219 
(941) 776-1539 

 

www.stmaryspalmetto.com

Sunday Worship
10:00 am - Indoors
Visit us at peacepcusa.com 

or Peace PSCUSA Facebook page.

12125 71st Street East (PO Box 195)
Parrish, FL 34219

941-776-1533
www.firstbaptistchurchofparrish.org

Church12125@verizon.net

Sunday Services
  
Sunday School..........................................9:45 am
Morning Worship..................................11:00 am
Evening Worship..................................6:00 pm
Children’s Ministry......................................6:00 pm

St. Frances X. Cabrini
Catholic Church

12001 69th Street East, Parrish, Florida 34219
941-776-9097

Daily Mass 8:30 AM
Saturday Mass 4:00 PM

Sunday Mass 8:00 AM & 10:15 AM
Confession Saturday at 2:00 PM

Watch all Masses online www.sfxcparrish.com

Reinvigorate Your Faith in 2022

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH – LCMS

9608 US 301 N., Parrish, FL 34219
941-776-1395

www.faithlutheranfl.com

  Sunday Divine Services 8 & 10:30 am 
& Adult Bible Study 9:15 am

Wednesday Divine Service 5:00 pm & 
Adult Bible Study 3:30 pm

Rev. Patrick Poock



1. Diamond
2. Daisy or Sweet Pea
3. Meteor showers
4. Titanic
5. Leonardo da Vinci
6. George Washington
7. Shakespeare
8. Venus
9. “Houston, we’ve had a problem here”
10. The Olympics
11. Chernobyl which forced everyone 
within a 300-mile radius to be evacuated.
12. Ford unveiled their first Mustang on 
April 17, 1964, costing $2,368.
13. Congress established the first U.S. 
Mint at Philadelphia.

14. The Pony Express service. 
15. The treaty creating NATO, the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization.
16. Civil Rights leader Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King
17. The Civil War
18. The Civil Rights Bill of 1866 was passed 
by Congress granting blacks the rights and 
privileges of U.S. citizenship.
19. The American Civil War
20. Russian cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin
21. President Abraham Lincoln
22. Charlie Chaplin (1889-1977)
23. The Midnight Ride of Paul Revere and 
William Dawes
24. The San Francisco Earthquake

sports bar I full clubhouse I  restaurant
~ reopenInG soon! ~     

membershIps startInG as low as $1.00 I aqua ranGe I lessons avaIlable

Become a member for a day! Or a lifetime!
Call for Tee Times (941) 723-0500 

or visit GOLFTHEMOC.COM to book online 
Located just seconds off  of  I-75 and I-275

 in Palmetto at exit 229 
Just 30 minutes from St. Petersburg, Tampa and Sarasota  

Tee off  on this newly renovated championship course featuring TifEagle greens and 
Celebration Bermuda tees and fairways. Experience why The Moc is becoming 

“one of  the best golf  facilities in the Tampa Bay area.”

GOLFTHEMOC.COM

@GOLF THE MOC#GOLFTHEMOC

Specialized Dental Care for Infants, Children & Adolescents
Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

Friendly Dental Team
State-of-the-Art Technology, Software & Equipment

Themed Rooms for Your Child’s Enjoyment
Digital Radiographs

Sedation Options Available
Participates with Most PPO Insurances

Mention theParrish Village Newsto receive a FREEDental Exam forKids Under2 Years Old*!*offer valid for patientswithout insurance

Questions Found on PAGE 50

Answers to April Trivia
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SUBSCRIPTION FORM
I reside out of the newspaper mailing area.

I would like to subscribe to the Parrish Village News for:
____ 1 year @ $25 per year     ____ 2 years @ $45

Please send my subscription to the following address:

Name: _____________________________________

Address: ___________________________________

City, State, Zip Code: __________________________

Enclose your check and mail this form to:
Parrish Village News

P.O. Box 257
Parrish, FL  34219Clip and Mail!
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    Physical Therapy, Aquatics, Wellness
    New Patients and Walk-Ins WELCOME
    UV LIGHT PURIFIED A/C
    State of the Art WELLNESS EQUIPMENT
    Most INSURANCES Accepted, Call for Information

    Monthly GYM MEMBERSHIP
    INSURANCE PROGRAMS
    Our INDOOR POOL Is Open
    Aquatic Therapy for “Healing Waters of Parrish”
    Water Aerobics & Aqua Zumba classes Available

RETIREE CONDITIONING

ANYTIME  •  ANYWHERE  •  ANYONE + TRAINING  •  NUTRITION  •  RECOVERY

My name is Mike Lee and I am a 68-year-old who has been retired for 10 years. I decided 
that I needed to get in better shape and joined the Parrish Anytime Fitness 1 year ago. 
I knew that I needed help and also decided to work with a Personal Trainer. Rebekah 
set-up a plan and I have already been able to achieve increased strength, better balance, 
increased lean body mass, and just feel better. I learned that you have to be dedicated to 
reach your goals. You have to be willing to push yourself and your body. I am thankful 
for all of Rebekah’s help and the programs she has put me through.             Mike Lee

• 24/7 access to over 700 virtual fitness classes
• State-of-the-art equipment
• 24/7 secured facility
• Access to over 4,000 clubs worldwide
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Letter from the Editor
 Oh my goodness. There must be something about 
the month of April. I received 3 times as much infor-

mation as usual from people wanting to be in the paper! I’m so 
excited that so many people are reading the Parrish Village News, 
enjoying the content and wanting to include their information. Be-
cause of that though, I had to do a lot of shuffling and rearranging. 
For example, I had to pull out the membership information that 
usually appears to the right of this letter. That doesn’t mean we 
don’t still desperately want to increase our membership. There is 
still a form to join the PCA on the bottom of page 2. I also had 
the pleasure of meeting many of our readers at the Parrish Chili 
Cook Off on March 26. Many people came by the PCA booth and 
remarked how much they were enjoying the paper. I also except 
critisism too. I know the paper can’t possibly be perfect, so feel 
free to send me suggestions at PVN@PCAFLA.org.

In This Month’s Issue
 I’m still looking for your announcements and fun stuff for the 
for the new section on page 6 called “Good News Bulletin Board.” 
So please send me your engagements, anniversaries, births, and 
other local announcements to PVN@pcafla.org. And speaking of 
announcements, be sure to look at all the events happening in 
and around Parrish in April on page 6 and also on page 6 we an-
nounced the winners of the Parrish Chili Cook Off.
 Also in this issue, we have a new writer that I hope will be 
submitting regular articles. So look for Hannah’s article on page 
46 and Fancy Leaf Plant Company has a new feature on page 14 
about caring for your plants. Be sure to check out the story on 
Alan and Robert Youngblood who were our grand marshals for 
the Parrish Heritage Day Parade on March 5th. And of course, be 
sure to look for all our usual articles on plants, animals, fishing, 
history and travel.

Are You Really Reading the PVN?
 I don’t know if it was the hint I gave last month or that 
everyone is beginning to recognize Minkey, but he was found 
pretty quickly last month by Valerie Wellbank in the ad for 
Dryer Vent Cleaning of Bradenton on page 13. So she and her 
husband Christopher are our newest members of the Parrish 
Civic Association. Minkey was out and about in March, so be in 
the look out for where he’s hiding in the paper, but he’s a very 
small monkey so you might need a magnifying glass to find him 
this time. The first person who sends me 
an email identifying his location, gets 
a free membership to the PCA for one 
year... Read on and good luck!!
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Senior Connection Center 
Announces its Partnership with 
GetSetUp to Bridge the Digital 

Divide and Combat Social Isolation 

 Senior Connection Center, 
a nonprofit organization serving 
older adults in Hillsborough, 
Manatee, Polk, Highlands, and 
Hardee counties, and GetSetUp, 
the largest and fastest growing 
virtual social learning platform 
designed specifically for older 
adults, have partnered to help bridge the digital divide and combat social 
isolation for residents of these counties. The partnership provides 10,000 live 
interactive classes on GetSetUp. 
 GetSetUp’s customized platform offers an interface for older adults to 
learn, create, and share their wisdom safely. The platform helps to address the 
social determinants of health by assuring older adults stay connected to the 
tools they need to thrive and age in place. GetSetUp’s live interactive learning 
experiences range from everyday technical skills to enrichment-focused 
courses on healthy cooking, virtual travel, and more. All classes are taught 
live by experts who are older adults themselves. 
 Through GetSetUp’s custom-built video learning interface the experience 
has been tailored to older adults of all tech levels. The platform offers support 
via phone and in all classes to assist learners with technology, and includes a 
booking system complete with regular reminders and after-class notes. Senior 
Connection Center’s older adults can easily connect with a safe community 
of over 4.4 million peers globally. Learners can choose from a catalog of over 
3,000 classes that shift weekly and are available around the clock from the 
comfort and safety of their homes for as long as classes are available. Classes 
promote digital literacy, socialization, health and wellness, and new learning 
experiences. Older adults who learn how to utilize their tech devices to stay 
connected with family, attend virtual appointments, and interact with others 
will age most successfully. 
 “Senior Connection Center (SCC) has always pursued new and innovative 
ways to help older adults and their caregivers maintain their independence 
by supporting their physical and mental health,” says Patty Suarez, Vice 
President of Marketing and Communications for SCC. “We are so excited to 
be able to offer this new, user-friendly tool, GetSetUp, to local seniors and 
their caregivers at no charge to them.” 
 Anyone age 60+ living in Hillsborough, Manatee, Polk, Highlands, or 
Hardee County and their caregivers can begin the GetSetUp registration process 
by visiting the homepage of SCC’s website: www.SeniorConnectionCenter.org. 
 “We hear learner feedback daily about how we are helping reduce social 
isolation, which is one of the leading causes of illness and death among older 
adults,” said Lawrence Kosick, President and Co-Founder of GetSetUp. 
“Older adults on our platform find peers that are passionate about similar 
topics. While learners may be alone physically at times they don’t have to 
be lonely thanks to all the friendships and connection opportunities we are 
creating on GetSetUp. No matter 
where you are, social learning with 
friends is just a click away.” 
 To learn more about GetSetUp 
visit https://www.getsetup.org

Live interactive learning opportunities taught by older adults for older adults make digital 
learning, connection, and exploration a reality for Tampa Bay area seniors and their caregivers




